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MEMORANDUM -
To: PGS Plant Managers ]nl
From:  R. E. Diehl |
Ra: Informing empleyees of silica dust hazards |
Date: September 2, 1980 ',

It is essential that all cur employees are aware of the health
hazards created by exposure to silica dust, of the steps PGS is taking
to provide more healthful working conditions for them, and of the steps
that the employees themselves ara expected to take. It is nacessary
that we keep a recoerd of when the amployees are informmed of these mattars,
Acoordingly, we are implementing a2 two-step program 0 insure that the
amployeas are informed:

1. Each new enployes, ag socn a3 he begins work, shall be
given tha attached informaticn sheet, which he is to read and sign. Kis
supervisor must explain the information to him and sign tha sheet. The
sheet is then to be placed in the emwployea's personnel file at the
plant, whare it is to be kept, Acopynmtbesmttotmlndut.m
Relaticng Departmant at Berkeley Springs also.

2. All employeeg are to ba adviead of ¢tha infommation during
their annual refresher training each year. The attached outline prepared
bySafetyDi:actorR.W.mchardsmayserveasthebasisforthisportim
of the training. mebcxfo:respuatcrtra.inmgunottobecmcknd

on an employee's Certificats of Training (MSHA Form 5000-23) until this
informatien has been covered,

If you have questions sbout any of thase items, please contact
R. W. Richards or W. G. Rasey.
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INFCRMATION FCR NEW EMPLOYEES CF PENNSYLVANIA GLASS SAND CORPORATION (PGS)
mmmzmmpmmmsmms

PGS mines and processas gilica. In mining and procuai.ng gilica, dust is
genarated. The very fine respirable dust, defined as minus 10 micren, is fibrogenic,
Prolanged inhalaticn, usually over 10 to 30 years, of this fi.ne silica cdust may cause
fibma:.s in the lung, a diseasa called silicosis. |

When first detected by x-ray, the fibrosis shows as widnly scattered nom.la:
scars in the lungs. At this state it is sinmple silicogis and is not disabling. If
the fibrosis continues, it can develop into complicated siliceosis and become dis-
abling. That is, it will cause ghortness of breath and the lmgs may became vule
nerable to other respiratory diseases.

‘Ib provide mcre healthful working canditicns for its eupleyou, PGS does the
following:

1. Samples werk areas to find what dust cenditions are pmsent.

2. Installs and namtains engineered dust controls, develops proper
work practices, and implements other practical proc.dures to
keep dust concentrations as low as possgible,

3. Posts the following signs in areas whare respirators must be worn:

WARNING.
FREE, SILICA WORK AREA
- AVOID BREATHING DUST
mcmszmm LUNG INJURY (SI..ICCEIS)
RESPIRATORS MUST BE WORN

4. Issues dust respirators whers needsd and gives instructions
for proeper use,

mmms«:ployeesaxermredtodomefonwing.‘

l. Keep work areas and clothes clean. Cleaning shcmldbaby
dustless mathods ~ vacuuming or washing,

2, Properly maintain and wear dust regpirators in designated aresas.,
Also, respirators must be worn when job duties require wor}u.ng
in sirvations where dust levels may be excessive, such as in
repair and clean wp work,

3. Develep good work habits to insura good hcusekoepmg, proper
maintanance of dust control systams, and tha proper use of
dust respirators.

Employees are subject to discipline fer failing to ccrply with
these requirements.

Read by: - Explained by:

Erployee Supervisor
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