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In & recent visit with Congressman Ryan, I brought up the subject of PCB
and whethexr there was &any new activity since his press conference. He
voluntarily offered to give me a copy of a letter written by John Mason

and dated June 30. I intend to write & story but would like some additiona’
factse. o

Why has Monsanto been reluctant to discuss plasticizex uses?

I don't think that we have been reluctant to discuss these uses, but have
tried to stress the fact that PCBs primarily sre used in electrical and’®
heat-transfer applications. I can give you several examples of highly
- specialized uses, such as adhesives, sealants, elastomers and specialty
.surface coatings. ) . L ———

I read a figure recently that some 57 million acres 1n the United States
have been sprayed with PCB.

This seems to me to.be completely irratlonal since PCB has mevexr been rtout
as & bug killer., -

It has been used in'insecticides hasn't it?

Only very recently we found two small blenders who wefe using PCB as an

inert carrier, We asked the United States Department of Agriculture to

reject any registration of insecticides which showed PCB as & component.
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~=~2 MONSANTO: PRESS QUERY -~ NEW YORK TIMES, DAVE ROSENBAUM xxx component.

Q: How is PCB =s0ld? 1Is it in liquid form?

A: Yes, it is a liquid and generslly sold in drum gquantities.

Q: Could 1t be that you don't know some of the end uses for PCB?

A: At one time this was probably true, since some of the product was sold
through distributors, etc. Now, however, we have very good control
over use of the product and better knowledge of its end uses. We are
going out of the open systems where PCB cannot be controlled, We will
continue to sell to those users where the product is used in electrical
components and heat-transfer systems and will work with them in the
proper use and disposal of PCB. As you know, PCB is &n extremely
important safety feature in these products.

Q: Do you know if any PCB is imported by other companies and sold in the
U.s.7?

A: As far as we know, Momnsanto is the only company that makes and sells
PCE in the U,S. '

SOURCE . STAFFER:

John Mason, ¥Files ' E, V. Jehn

0501447

STLCOPCB4044716




