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August 9, 1942

Tills -will supplement the information that X gave you over the telephone 
Saturday afternoon concerning the possible exposure of three men,who are em­
ployees of the Hammond Iron works of Hammond, Pennsylvania, in a large lead­
ed gasoline terminal storage tank at the Savannah, Georgia terminal of the 
Standard Oil Company of Kentucky.

On July 18th and 19th, 1942, our representative observed the cleaning 
of tank Ho. 1 which is the tank involved in this incident at the Savannah 
terminal of the Standard Oil Company. This is an 80,000 barrel tank and 
was not cleaned lead-free at that time. A copy of the report made by our 
representative at that time is attached herevith for your ready reference.

You vd 11 note from this report that this cleaning was done preparatory 
to dismantling the tank. On Monday morning, August 3rd, Fred P.ahn was in 
Hr. S. C. Anderson's office at the Standard Oil Company in Atlanta and dis­
cussed plans for dismantling this tank. Rahn called me from Mr. Anderson's 
office and told me that it was their intention to start tliis work on "Wednes­
day morning, but that we would receive subsequent definite confirmation of 
this sometime later in the day when they would know positively that the work 
would start at the time designated. I asked Rahn over the telephone about 
the plans and procedure for dismantling this tank, although he had previous­
ly gone into some detail with the Standard construction personnel in the 
Atlanta office about the manner in which this work was to be done, with 
special emphasis being put on the desirability of having these details con­
form with our "Precautions For Hen Entering Tanks That Have Contained Leaded 
Gasoline". "When Rahn originally discussed this with them, as well as on 
August 3rd when he called me from their office, it was understood that the 
entire work of dismantling would be carried on from the outside of the tank. 
It was definitely understood that they would drive the rivets clear from 
the outside and would lower the plates to the ground with a boom and hoist. 
The plates were then to be cleaned lead-free by employees of the Standard 
Oil Company with proper equipment, and then oiled preparatory to shipment.

During Monday afternoon.Mr. Anderson made a number of attempts to get 
in touch with Fred Rahn or me, evidently with the idea of notifying us that 
the work was to start as planned on Wednesday morning. However, since I 
left Atlanta for Washington on the two belock train that afternoon, I was
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Mr. Oscar B. Lewis, August 9, 1942 Page 2

not available and Fred F.ahn was busy out in the city during the remainder 
of the day and of course Mr. Anderson was unable to get in touch with him.
Mr. Tully was out of town, having gone to New Orleans with Mr. Martin 
Sunday night. Before leaving Atlanta, I had left instructions in the of­
fice that as soon as Hr. Anderson or any one or his men confirmed the date 
of the dismantling work, a wire was to be sent to Tom Tennent in Jackson­
ville to be on hand at the time required. It was also understood that Mr. 
Anderson was to provide us with this information on Monday afternoon.

About five o'clock in the afternoon no word had come to the office on 
this, and knowing that it was desirable to notify Tennent by wire that day 
in order that he might arrange his plans to go to Savannah the following 
day, our office called Mr. Anderson to obtain this information. At that 
time Hr. Anderson stated that the work would begin on V/'ednesday morning 
about nine o'clock, and accordingly a telegram was sent to Tom Tennent, 
instructing him to be present at that time.

I would particularly like to point out the statement in the fourth 
paragraph of Tom Tennent's letter which reads as follows: " According to 
Mr. Tolbert in a conversation he had with Mr. S. C. Anderson of the Atlanta 
office Monday afternoon, he told Mr. Anderson that the men were working in 
the tank and that Mr. Anderson said that since they had already started, 
let them go ahead."

From this it is rather evident that by the time our office talked with 
Mr. Anderson at five o'clock to obtain confirmation of the starting time of 
this work on Vfedne.sday, he evidently had information to the effect that the 
work had already started and that the men had gone into the tank without 
being properly equipped.

On Saturday morning, August 8th, Tom Tennent called me from Jacksonville 
and gave me the information contained in his report, the original of which 
is attached. I immediately, with Fred Rahn, went to the Standard Oil Company 
and attempted to see Mr. Anderson or one of his assistants, none of whom -were 
available, however. I then attempted to see Mr. Hodgson, District Manager, 
but he was away from the office as well. I talked with Mr. TsT. S. Sutherland, 
who is Marketing Assistant to Mr. Hodgson, explaining the situation to him, 
and he promised to get in touch with Mr. Anderson by some means as soon as 
possible and w'ould let me know what their intentions were just as soon as 
he talked with Hr. Anderson.

Soon thereafter I called you and subsequently talked again vdth Mr. 
Sutherland, telling him that I had talked with you and of your suggestion 
that Dr. Train in Savannah examine the three men who had been in-the tank.

Shortly thereafter Mr. Anderson called me and! took a somewhat super­
cilious attitude from the very start towards the whole situation. He stated 
that he could not in any way see that there was any danger involved since 
the tank had been steamed for ninety hours. I suggested to him during our 
talk that the three men who had been exposed be examined by Dr. Train and 
that we be notified as soon as possible so that if they 'were not perfectly 
all right, it could be reported to you for a decision as to whether a doctor 
should make a trip from Cincinnati for a more detailed examination in
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accordance with the idea that you expressed to me over the telephone.
He told me that it would be impossible to get in touch with these men 
because they had no idea where they were staying or any means through 
which they could be located until Monday morning when they reported 
for work. He also expressed the opinion that we should get some other 
doctor than Dr. Train, since it was his opinion that Dr. Train was not 
a capable doctor. I pointed out to him that Dr. Train had been in on 
the previous difficulties in Savannah and would probably be in a better 
position to judge the information that would be desired by our Medical 
Department than any one else available.

After quite a lengthy discussion in which £ attempted to point out 
in a reasonable way the potential possibilities involved in this situa­
tion, as well as the undesirable phases of their plans for continuing 
the dismantling from the inside of the tank without the use of any equip­
ment whatsoever for protection,and which were to be put into effect on 
Monday morning, Mr. Anderson became very belligerent, indicating that we 
were unreasonable ana arbitrary in our requests in connection with tank 
cleaning and repair and dismantling work on tanks that had been used for 
storing leaded gasoline by the Standard Oil Company of Kentucky, whereas 
we were far more lenient vdth other companies. Ee also criticized the 
fact that Tom Tennent was on the job and that no one had been told of our 
recommendations for handling this work in accordance vdth those that had 
been set up by our Company.

It was then necessary for me to point out in a very firm way that 
as long e.s Tom Tennent had been on the job that there had been no infrac­
tions of the regulations prescribed by our Company because no one had 
entered the tank from the time he arrived until the time he called me 
on Saturday morning, and that in addition to this, he and every one of 
his men have copies of our "Precautions For Hen Entering Tanks That Have 
Contained Leaded Gasoline". He then stated that they have never received 
any instructions of any kind,but when further questioned he admitted that 
he had the sheet giving "Precautions For Men Entering Tanks That Have 
Contained Leaded Gasoline", This X knew to be true because we had pro­
vided them not only for his office but for each one of his tank cleaning 
and construction crews in the field, and I have personally seen them posted 
in the air-line mask trunk that is used for tank cleaning activities.
After admitting that he had these precautions, he stated that it did not 
cover the situation involved. He was then referred to the last paragraph 
on this sheet which refers to the precautions’for repairmen.

Mr. Anderson made a large number of excuses for what had already 
been done as well as for the fact that he did not want to change the plans 
for continuing the work Monday on the inside of the tank, the roof of which 
had been removed from the outside during the time that Tom Tennent was 
on the ground, one of which was the fact that he knew nothing about the 
contract and that it would be necessary to take the matter up with Louisville 
to see whether they would prefer to go ahead as outlined regardless of our 
recommendations. I told Mr. Anderson that we of course were in no position 
to tell them what they must or must not do, nor can we in any way give
orders to the men of the Hammond Iron Works who are doing the dismantling
vrork, but that we certainly are in no position to approve the manner in
which it had been handled so far, nor give approval for a continuation on
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the basis as outlined.

Mr. Anderson finally agreed to take this matter up with Louisville 
just as soon as possible to obtain the decision from them on how the 
work is continued, and to advise us as soon as this word is received.
He also agreed to have the three men who have been exposed examined 
by Dr. Train the first thing Monday morning and provide us with a re­
port on his findings.

I would like to go on record as stating that in spite of the fact 
that at least four of our employees,including myself,have talked with 
Hr. Anderson on various occasions about our safety program in general 
as well as the details involved in the "precautions For Hen Entering 
Tanks That Have Contained Leaded Gasoline", he has always been very 
luke warm to our program and while not openly stating it, has by his 
actions and attitude shown that he felt that the prescribed regulations 
of our Company are unnecessary and unwarranted. It is my feeling that 
wherever possible he would be inclined to cut corners with regard to 
our recommended safety precautions in tank cleaning and repair work, 
unless une of our men were there to observe and advise. This same type 
of attitude exists with only one other of the Standard construction 
men in our Division. This is a Mr. F. E. Schwarz, who is Assistant 
Construction Engineer in the State of Florida. Fortunately in this case, 
we have a man with whom we work, Mr. Joe Culverhouse, who is over Hr. 
Schwarz, and whenever difficulties are experienced with the latter, it 
can very easily be straightened out through Hr. Culverhouse.

Both Hr. Anderson and Mr. Schwarz apparently take the attitude that 
we are "tilting at windmills" and because of their long period of exper­
ience in construction work they are quite sure that they know as much 
about this type: of activity and what is necessary to protect the men 
involved as anyone else does.

This is certainly not the general attitude of the Standard organiza­
tion in the territory, since this type of attitude has not been adopted 
by any of the other State organizations, and as a matter of fact, we have 
received nothing but the finest cooperation from the other officials in 
the Atlanta organization of Standard in any type of work in which we have 
engaged.

As you probably realize, much of the work handled by the construction- 
engineers in each district office of Standard of Kentucky comes directly 
under Mr. Giossop of the Louisville office. I have gone into considerable 
detail in this report purposely-since the matter is to be carried to 
Louisville by Mr. Anderson. There is in my mind a very good possibility 
you may be contacted by someone in the Louisville office and I felt it 
desirable for you to have all facts at hand when and if this should occur.

Tom Tennent has observed the men who were exposed very carefully during 
the time that he was in Savannah, and through late Friday afternoon they 
apparently had felt no physical effects as a result of the time that they 
had spent in the tank. It is my feeling that the physical examination by 
Dr. Train will probably show that the men have received no ill effects of
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this incident. However, it is my feeling that these men who are plan­
ning to continue their work on the inside of the tank without the proper 
protective equipment, including the cutting of rivets, handling of plates, 
etc., should not be allowed to continue on this basis and be subjected 
to possible additional exposure. Therefore unless the matter can be 
settled amicably and satisfactorily with Mr. Anderson, it is my inten­
tion to talk with Mr. Hodgson, District Manager, Monday morning and lay 
the matter before him. As a matter of fact, we shall undoubtedly discuss 
the whole matter with Mr. Hodgson regardless of the outcome of the current 
situation in order that he may know the entire story and possibly give us 
some additional help for future activities.

We have discussed with Tom Tennent his laxness in not reporting the 
matter of the men having been in the tank immediately upon learning of it 
to this office,or in an emergency, if no one was available, to you. We 
have explained to him the possible consequences of not reporting immediate­
ly and completely a matter as serious and important as this. In view of 
the many safety discussions which we have held individually and collectively 
with all of the men in this Division, there is no reason for failure to 
recognize and realize how important and serious instances of this sort can 
be.

Very truly yours.

G-PRsro
cc: Hr. J. G-. Martin

Hr. H. A. Mack

hclosure
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1417 Heal ey  Bu il d in g

At l an t a , Geo r g ia

G .W. War  r en
DIVISION MANAGER

G.P.Ro s s k r
ASSISTANT DIVISION MANAGER

Jacksonville, Fla., 
Aupust 8, 1942.

Jr. Alan 0. Tully,

AXr5-'^*

Cr. Aupust 5rd, I received a tele-rare from the Atlanta Office statin - that The Stand­
ard Cil Co. of Mentuc-ev was dismantling a tank at their Savannah terminal
Wednesday, August 5th. bepinninp work at 9 A. M«

7 drove to Savannah Tv^sda” afternoon, arriving- around 4 o'clock, and called the 
Standard Terminal as scon as I checked into the hotel. As this terminal is beinp 
liquidated, they no longer have a terminal suoerintendent on the 70b. The mar. I 
talked with was tho watchman. When I asked if they vie re ^oinm to dismantle a tank 
there the next day, he informed me they had beer, worker- on it since Monday 
ncr-inr, and that thenor had oust left for the day.

Toon, -y arrival at the termini next morning, I found Mr. J. ?.. Tolbert, construc­
tion foreman for the Standard Oil Co., the re, with a crow of non mintin'* rdne lines 
and d-in- other small repair jobs around the terminal. Mr. Wesley "all, foreman 
?;r the Hammond Iron Works. of Hammond , Pa., had three men in the process of disman­
tling the tank. These men had worked inside the tank on Monday and Tuesday, after 
havin'* removed one section fro?- the bottom panel and one section from the ton. They 
had welded 2b8 bracket lu.-s to the shell on the Inside, and also erected a norta'-le 
steel scaffold on the inside of the tank.

T talked vr'th Mr. Tolbert, asking him who had authorized the men to enter tho tan!:. 
He said that he had not done so, as his instructions vie re not to authorize ar.vore 
tc enter the tank without the presence of an Zthyl roan. If he did not actually 
authorize their entry, lie certainly condoned it by tellin- them, which tank was to 
be dismantled, a.'d not tellir.p them not to enter same. Accord! n- to "r, Tolbert, 
in a conversation he ’"ad v/ith Mr. S, C, Anderson, of the Atlanta offi.ee, M ip vp y

O j t, r> V»V> q v i #
' rd^rs

•.old Mr. Anderson that the -'e?* vie re working in the tan’:,. e~d that
-at sin cat hov had already started, let them '*0 ahead.

T called the Atlanta Office, to find Mr. Tullv in Louisiana and Mr. Rosser in 
Wnshinntor.. As the men were nowworkfin- outside the tank, c”ttinp rivets on the 
roof, and apparently all in pood health, I waited until Saturday morninm to 
call the Office and report the situation.

About 10 o'clock Wednesday rorninp, Mr. Robert A dans on, assistant c. instruction 
s• 'perinter.dert for SCMY, arrived fren the Atlanta office. I explained the 
seriousness of the situation to Mr. Adamson. He said it was his ur.derstandinp 
that the ta: k was to be d-s-antled from the outside, but he did not ’mow who the 2 
or not it was in the contract. I sumposted that he c^ll Mr. Anderson in Atlanta 
ard find o’*t whether it were in the contract, but. bo sai-i +y«

N
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Alan 0. Tully - :f2 August 8, 1942.

1st in Louisville, ard he did not think the'' had a copv in the Atlanta office, 
s: there arasno.^ point in callin' Atlanta,

hr. "'all said that he had dismantled other takes from the inside in other 
sections of the ccimtrr. He said the'r had been cleaned by washi n~ dew- the walls 
:r th a fire bese and srra'in- them, with oil. Hr. Adamson s"'--ested that we 
STira" the nails with oil. since they had previouslv been washed down w1th the fi 
hose. I t.-,id hi": v/e could try it a"d see v/’-.at tur Ooruoa'-y's reaction 'would be 
rrior to actual dismantling. The shell of the tank ’./as sprayed v/ith oil, usinm 
an old tank car air-brad-re tank filled with; -il, ruttin- 4C rounds of rressure

H: with, an air co'mrsssor, tssinp a -arden hose and nozzle for a
"‘his was not to be construed to take the place of the cleanin'- and oilin- 
rlatss on th.e -round after dismantlin'-.

As nrevi^usl” "entionod er vr":rd on th.e roc -,e ta-’: on the outssde
thr-’.-h Frida-', -.’he" do not work or. Satvrdav o - Tur.daTr, but will start v/^r.k 
”onda'r ''ornin'" a'-d nlrn dvrin—. onda'r to start w-r1 c on th.e ^ rsi.de .

Hr less X hear from you to the contrary, I shall be on hand w’ en the ~en start 
work 'kndav -*crninr, ard insist thd, no one enter the tank without Droner ecuin—

'h-' tr>3rr -’•o’ *rs

’^■ n.-ent
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