ETHYL GASOLINE CORPORATION

¢ A CHRYSLER BUILDING
’ 405 LEXINGTON AVENUE

SAFETY COMMITTEE l NEWIYORK

O.B.LEWIS [
CHAIRMAN
£
x 7
l""‘..v\ }\f\
N ¢
\\Vv o

Dr, W. F. Machle

Kettering Laboratory of Apolied Physiology
College of Medicine

Xden Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Machle:

Januwary 31, 1938

Attached is some correspondence from Mr. J.G. Detwiler
of the Texas Company regarding water hottom samples from River

Rouge, Michigan.

I Go not know whether or not, in your
will be any value in these but from a standpoint
lieve either you or ourselves should express our
the thought they are giving our problem. If you
samples, I will notify Mr. Detwiler accordingly.

Very truly yours,

opinion, there
of courtesy, be-
apyreciation of
cesire these

WiGCL
Enclosure
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THE TEXAS COMPANY
135 EAST 422 STREET
NEW YORK

J. G. DETWILER
TECHNOLOGIST

January 29, 1938.

Mr. Q. B. Lewis,

Ethyl Geasoline Corporation,
405 Lexington Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Lewis:

Mr. D. J. Hoose, Assistant Superintendent
of our Terminals, has forwarded me a sample of water
taken from Tank #9 at River Rouge, Mich. I am send-
ing this four ounce sample to you with copy of Mr.
Hoose's letter to me of January 21.

Perhaps you will wish the galloun sample,
retained by Mr. Diggs, forwarded to Dr. Kehoe for
further investigation. ///

[Vhry! t yllyours,

]

JGD-MFD
~ Enclosure (1)
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ew forx, Januery 21, 1948

Hil,

BT GLES

uriug tae montn of August, 1357, the Gulfl
Refining Company were cleaning cur ¥ire Cnilef Gesoline
tang Ho. 205 and the nsceasary precuutions requested by

the bthyl Casoline Corperation to insure the satety of

the s orkmen, iuclucing the use of wir line hose musk

orgoen died of lcad polsoning,

Tne othyl Gozsline vorperation carefully in-

vestissted this zcoident and I Giscussed b thelr re-
presentetives the accident s they <ere pesrtlculerciy ine

&nxs with tetraethyl lcad. vur records ahow that Lnis bad
never deécn 1onue, aowever, the stnyl Yorsorestion felt that

Iy

there was something unusual in connection w»ith this auccident

. as it was the first case on record where « laeded &soline
Lang, used cnly «s 4 storsge tunk, contalned lead sslts
wﬁich zave off vapors fatul to workmen., I wesa wheir houe
that they coulu let up somewhet on their rizid isstructions
and £llow tanks used only for he storuwge of lewded ~escline

Lo be cleans¢ «itpout the use of air lire hose msek ejulp=-

ment and in view of itnic scelaent, itey cic not feoel tnet
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My, J. G. Detwiler -2~ 1-21-38

such e change was desirzble.

It would, of course, be to The Téxas Company's
advantage 1f these precautions could be modified so that
leaded gmsoline tanks could be cleaned without the use
of air line hose mask scuipment where they were only in
storage service, The Zthyl Corporeticn representétives
discussed this ‘maccident very fully with ¥r. J. L. Diges
at River Rouge snd aleo took some smanles of sludge from
kiver Hougze tanks. Yo our knowledge, no light was throvn

n this sroblem fros the samples taken from Hiver Houge.

We hsve Just recelved & iletter from tir. Diggs,
advising that upon draving water Trom Tank Nos 9 &t River
Roﬁge recently, it wes notea thet the watsr wes sbout the
odor of Ussoline wnichk lesd them to believe that possibly
dye, or lead hed settled out. This condition had never
been prevliously notlced end, having in ming the 2thyl
Cerporstion?s concern about lead dGeposits found in the
Lotton of tanks when cleaned, he reported this to us,

gsending & four ocunce semple of weater cdruvwn from the tanke.

He nas elso retained & gellon samplce which the LEthyl Corp~

bad

cretion may bhe lunterceted in analysing.

This 0,000 barrel tank wes formerly in USM
Gesoline service., It _wes thorcughly cleaned durins October,
1937 and rilled with Fire Uhief Gesoline on October 30ths
Prior tc pumpirg into the tank from the ship, 4-1/8" of
water bettom of city fresh water was used. Later, the

weter bottom increased to 6-3/8" cdue to additionel vater
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Yr., d. G, Detwiler R P 1=21-38

heing dzlivered when ship cargo wus recelved. In ex--
enining the four ounce sample, a trace i ~us0line wasg
ncticed on the %top of the water wnich iz due to the fact
that the water bottoms were partiully frozsn in the tank
t the time of drawing the ssample.

We bslieve that the dthyl Corperction will be
interested In this informeation anac we are hHanding you tae

four ounce =ample forwarded from kiver nouce,

¥Yours very traly,

LIE-RG gl o
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