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N j e w  Y o r k  A p ril 25, 1929.
I n t e r -Of p io e

COBBESPONDKNCE

Dr. R obert A. Kehoe, 

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

The S u rg e o n G a ie r^ ^ ia s  c a l le d  our a t te n t io n  to  a  l e tt e r  
addressed  to  him by one 530 F ed era l B u ild ing , B u ffalo ,
N .Y ., copy o f which i s  en B o sed . ' *

The Surgeon G eneral has asked us w hether o r n o t we had any 
in fo rm ation  in  reg ard  to  th e  e f f e c t  o f te t r a e th y l  le a d  in  g aso lin e  by sp lash ­
ing  in  th e  eyes, and a lso  i f  we had any in fo rm ation in  reg a rd  to  experience 
o f th e  v a rio u s o i l  companies on th e  e f f e c t  o f  p la in g aso lin e  in ^ th e  eyes. I t  
would a lso  be in te r e s t in g  to  know i f  th e re  i s  any m edical l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  
su b je c t . We have assu red  him th a t  we would fu rn ish  him a t  an e a r ly  d a te  any 
d a ta  o r  in fo rm ation  we had on th e  su b je c t .

Would a p p re c ia te  any a ss is ta n c e  you may render in  connection 
w ith  t h i s  m a tte r so th a t  we could pass I t  on to  th e Surgeon General in  th e  
ve iy  n e a r  fu tu re . I  assume t h a t he i s  n a tu ra l ly  anxious to  make a f a i r l y  
prompt re p ly  to  Mr. ^ H B ^ l e t t e r .

We a re  n a tu ra l ly  in te re s te d  in  knowing something about th e  
au th o r o f t h i s  l e t t e r  and p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  workmen's compensation case to  
which he r e f e r s .  We know o f  no case o f  th e  c h a rac ter  r e f e r r ed to  in  B u ffa lo , 
bu t have our susp ic ion  th a t  i t  i s  th e  one in  which —a form er em­
p loyee o f  th e  Rosen Economy S ta t io n s , In c . a t  Jamestown, N.Y. a b o u ^ d i ic h  we 
have corresponded w ith  you-—i s  in v o lv ed . Our reco rds show th a t  a
young fe llo w  and worked a t  th e  Rosen S ta t io n s , where some tw elve d i f f e r e n t  
k inds o f g a so l in e , in c lu d in g  two E thy l G aso line pumps, were used . David 
claim ed th a t  w h ile d ra in in g  g aso lin e  from th e  tank  o f an autom obile th e  gaso­
l in e  sp lashed  in  h is  eyes. He re p o rte d  th e  in c id e n t to  h is  employer, imme­
d ia te ly  washed ou t h is  eyes and made no fu r th e r  re fe re n c e  to  th e  m atte r u n t i l  
about a  week l a t e r  v/hen he claim ed th a t  h is  eyes were sm arting . A claim  fo r  
compensation was f i l e d  a g a in s t h is  employer. During th e  hearing  be fo re  th e  
compensation re fe re e  th e re  was q u ite  some testim ony  bear in g  upon th e  question  
as to  w hether o r  n o t th e  g aso lin e  d ra ined  from th e  autom obile tank  by David 
was E th y l.G aso lin e . The in ju re d  would in  one b re a th c laim  th a t  he knew i t  
was by reason  o f th e  c o lo r , and then again  would s ta te  th a t  he d id  n o t know 
bu t had heard  somebody in  th e  employ o f  Rosen s ta te th a t  i t  was E thy l G aso line. 
In  o th e r  words, th e  ev idence on th is  p o in t was most in d e f in i te .  So f a r  as we 
know, th e  id e n t i ty  o f  th e  owner o f th e  autom obile from which th e  g aso lin e  was 
d ra ined  i s  unknown, and th e re  i s  no p o s i t iv e  id e n t if i c a t io n  o f E thy l G aso line 
as th e  p roduc t yihich was d ra in ed  from th e  ta n k . Of course, someone may be 
found who w i l l  a ttem p t to  id e n t i f y  i t  as such.
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re s ig h t  vías very  se r io u s lyR ecently  we heard th a t |  
im paired  and w asgrow ing w orse. So f a r  as I  know, we have never had an ex­
am ination o f and i t  m ight be j u s t  as w e ll f o r  us n ot to  ask fo r  one
fo r  th e  reason  th a t  i f  our p re sen t in fo rm ation  regard ing  th e  cause o f h is  
a f f l i c t i o n  i s  t ru e  i t  w i l l  be most d i f f i c u l t  to  e s ta b l is h  any connection 
between our p roduct and th a t  which go t in  h is  eyes.

Quit e  i r r e sp e c tiv e , o f  cou rse, o f th e  id e n t i t y  o f th e  person 
about whom th i s  man m ^ h a . s  w r i t te n  to  th e  Surgeon Genera l, i t  behooves us 
to  f u l l y  ap p r ize  th e  Surgeon G eneral o f  any f a c ts  or  in fo rm ation  we may have 
regard ing  th e  in f lu e n c e , i f  any, o f E thy l f lu id  in  g aso lin e  upon th e  eye.

lo u rs  v e ry p tru ly ,

• r " '  r  • • • . /  w  • > £
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530 F e d e ra l  B ld g. , 
B u f fa lo ,  K.Y.
A p r i l  16, 19-9 .

Surgeon G enera l Hugh Cumming,
U .S . P u b l ic  H ea lth  S e rv ic e ,
W ashington, D.C.

Dear S i r :  .

i n  a re c e n t  workmen»5 conoensn t:on  case 

which has come to  ay  a t te n t io n . ,  a young man o f  17 

has l o s t  app rox im ate ly  SOp o f  h i s  e y e s ig h t  by hav ing 

e th y l  g a s o l in e  sp lash ed  in to  h is  eyes.

I  d o .n o t  seem to  be ab le  to  f in d  any in­

fo rm at ion  on t h i s  s u b je c t ,  t h a t  i s ,  th e  e f f e c t  o f  te t r a  

e th y l  le a d  on th e  eyes, ana T am wondering i f  you have 

any in fo rm a t io n  on t h i s  s u b je c t .

T thank  you in advance f o r  any In fo rm at ion  

you can g iv e  me.

Yours very  t r u l y ,

: (s ig n ed )  LESLIE 0. WRIGHT
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