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Harech 19, 1928

¥r, E. We Webb, .
Ethyl Gasoline Corp.,
25 Broadway,

Hew York City.

Yy dear Mr., Webb:

After my conversation with you over the telephone I
feel that I have not been as frank with you as I might have
been. On thinking over the matters which we discussed, it
seems to me desirable to write and give you a frank expression
of my point of view about the proper manner of handling the
investigation which is to be carried on in England, as well as
my feceling about a Luropean trip for me in the near future.

. First of all, T believe that the direction which
events are taking in Englend is the very best possible one. I
am led to believe from what I have heard that the personnel
of the Committee to investigate the matter; is a relidble and
trustworthy one. Considering the likellihood of their honesty,
and considering also British conservatism, I do not think that
the Lthyl Gasoline Corporation need fear the outcome of the
investigation. There is some’danger of being misunderstood
it we make too vigorocus an attempt to present our data to an |
investigating committee. This group of men will reserve the
right %o arrive at thelr own conclusionsy they will resent
any attempt to restrain them, or to determine for them the
methods which they shall use. I am inelined to belleve that
the intervention of any and all persons in the employ of the
Ethyl CGasoline Corporation will be regarded as an attempt to
influence their minds, and I should be. exceedinély cereful
that any person representing the Corporation keep entirely out
of the thing until such time as assistance and information and
co-operation are requested. Any show of anxiety will be inter-
preted as fear of the outcome, and I see no reason for having
any fear as to the oubtcome of a just Investigation. I bellieve

that you, and all others of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation -
group, representing a corporation that has investigated and Y
feels sure of its ground, should stand upon your dignity in

the matter and not be stampeded into doing aﬂything which
might be misinterpreted. Furthermore, I cammot but feel that
my presence in England at the present moment, or even after
my report is completed, will be entirely unnccessary and e¢ne

irely without availl, except as the Commlttee may express a
wish to consult with me over detalls of the manner of carrye

ing out the investlgation., IFf this Committee were to make
a reouest that I see them I would hardly be in position to

refuse gracefully, for they are entitled to any assistance
which I can give them on a matter of this importance. Howe
ever, I do not believe that it would be advisable for me o
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in foet, I do not feel that I can afford to break
into my experimental program and abandon iy Universlty work
during this present semesﬁer unless some such necesalty as
this arilses. Tmy as well be brutally frank - I do not bee
lleve that the wish of the Bthyl Gasoline Corporation to be
courteous to the inglow-american Company, nor that the anxtety
of the Ahtlo~aaerican Company in this matter, 1g a sufficlent
jusitification for my dropping my worg and getting myself into
o very embarrassing situation in the University. Ky written
report of our work will be able to speak for itself, and I
*hzna it will spesl Tfor itself better than I can speak for
it. I have not been able to malke any arrangement w wreby I
can et my work taken care of in ny 2bsence. I do not see
how I can make sue% an arrangement. If I were to go, it
would be only becausc my chief in the Department of Physiology
waived the rights of the University in the matter in order to
acconmodate me n@vsanally. I do not see how I con ask him to
do this, unless I am prepared to make some radical cnang& in
ny relationship with the Department of Physlology. If I were
in his place, I should regard such a situ&tion as beinw almost
ho equivalent of & resig atioa.

I am sorry %o have to put the . attc% into this

blunt form, hut I 4o not see any possibili*y of my coatinuing

in my University work on my present basis if-I am to fate the
necessity of goling away £or several months at a time during the
school year It becomes nscsssary fer me to choose one way or
the othar,- I think you will undeérstand which way my choice will
be mades - On the Gthﬂﬁ hand, if there 15 an expression from the
Committee itself of a 5931?9*&0 sge and cons sult with me, and if
it 4is made- oufficiantly urgent. as to the time, neither I nor the
University would be in position to refuse, I belisve. However,
consldering the leag*% of time that Ithyl Gasoline has been used
in ths. United Btetes without bad results I do not see where there
is snything suificiently urgent in the British public health
situation to necesgltate my golng over: there imsediately. It
Would seem to me thet no decision is likely to be reached at
once, and that a decision should and could be held in abeyance:
until sueh a- time ap all facts are in. I cannot but feel that
any intelligent group of sclentific men wlll regard the thing

in this light.

I trust that this makes my position in the matter
sufficiently plain, and that you will regard 1%t as a proper
pogsition. : _ v

Very truly yours,
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