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March 19, 1928

Mr, E. W. Webb, . ' .
Ethyl Gasoline Corp.»
25 Broadway, a
Hew York City* ' *

My dear Mr. Webb: " _

After my conversation with you over the telephone I  
feel that I have not been as frank with you as I migh t have 
been. On thinking over the matters which we discussed,  it 
seems to me desirable to write and give you a frank expression 
of my point of view about the proper manner of hand ling the 
investigation which is to be carried on in England,  as well as ‘ 
my feeling about a European trip for me in the near f uture.

* First of all, I believe that the direction which
events are taking in England is the very best possible  one. I 
am led to believe from what 1 have heard that the perso nnel 
of the Committee to investigate the matter, is a reliabl e and 
trustworthy one. Considering the likelihood of their hone sty, 
and considering also British conservatism, I do not think: that 
the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation need fear the outcome of the 
investigation. There is some'''danger of being misunde rstood 
if we make too vigorous an attempt to present our data t o an 
investigating committee. This group of men 'will re serve the * 
right to arrive at their own conclusions; they will resent 
any attempt to restrain them, or to determine for them the  
methods which they shall use. I am inclined to beli eve that 
the intervention of any and all persons in the employ of the 
Ethyl Gasoline Corporation will be regarded as. an a ttempt to 
influence their minds, and I should be exceedingly careful 
that any person representing the Corporation keep enti rely out 
of the thing until such time as assistance and informatio n and 
co-operation are requested. Any show of anxiety wil l be inter­
preted as fear of the outcome, and I see no reason fo r having 
any fear as to the outcome of a just investigation. I b elieve 
that you, and all others of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporati on ,,
group, representing a corporation that has investigat ed and 
feels sure of its ground, should stand upon your dignit y in 
the matter and not be stampeded into doing anything wh ich 
might be misinterpreted. Furthermore, I cannot but feel that 
my presence in England at the present moment, or eve n after 
my report is completed, will be entirely unnecessar y and en­
tirely without avail, except as the Committee may exp ress a 
wish to consult with me over details of the manner o f carry­
ing out the investigation. If tiiis Committee were to mak e' 
a request that I see them I would hardly be in positio n to 
refuse gracefully, for they are entitled to any assistan ce 
which I can give them on a matter of this importance. H ow­
ever, I do not believe that it would be advisable f or me to 
go unless there is some such request.
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In Tact, I do not feel that I can afford to break 
into my experimental program and abandon my Universi ty work 
during this present semester unless some such necessity  as 
this arises, Imay as well be brutally frank - I do not be ­
Hove  that the wish of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation to be 
courteous to the Anglo-American Company, nor that the anxiety 
of the Anglo-American Company in this matter, is a sufficient 
justification for my dropping my work and getting myself into 
a very embarrassing situation in the University. My  written • 
report of our work will be able to speak for itself, and I 
think it will speak for itself better than I can speak for 
it. I have not been able to make any arrangement wh ereby I 
can get my work taken care of In my absence» I do no t see 
how I can make such an arrangement* If I were to go, it 
would be only bocause my chief In the Department of .Physiology 
waived the rights of the University in the matter i n order to 
accommodate me personally. I do not see how I can a sk him to 
do this, unless I am prepared to make some radical ch ange in 
ray relationship with the Department of Physiology. If I  were 
in his place, I should regard such a situation às bein g almost 
the equivalent of a resignation.- • /

I am sorry to have to put the matter into** this 
blunt form, but I d o  not see any possibility of my con tinuing 
in my.University work1on m y  present basis- if-I am to f ade the' 
necessity of going-away for several months•at a time du ring the 
school year.-..  It becomes, necessary fcr me to choose'one way or 
the other, J-think you will'understand which way my  choice will 

. be made# Oh the other Hand, if there is an expres sion from the 
Corsmrittee. itself of a desireto see and consult wit h me, and if 
it is made'sufficiently; urgent-as to the time, neith er I nor the 
University would be in position'to refuse, I believ e; However, 
considering thé length of tire  that Ethyl Gasoline has been used N 
in thé United States without bad results I do not see  where there 
is anything sufficiently urgent in the British public  health 
situation to necessitate my going over there immedia tely. It 
would seem to me that no decision is likely to be reach ed at 
once, and.that a decision should and could be held in abeyance 
until such a time ap all facts are in. I cannot but fee l that 
any Intelligent group of scientific men will regard the thing 
in this light.

, I trust that this makes my position in the matter 
sufficiently plain,1 and that you will regard it as a  proper 
position. •

Very truly yours,

t ? A t r . v , T« ¿j  ti
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