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The Environmental
Protectimm  Agency office in
Kirsas City, Mo, and O-H
Mstecials Co. are stili testing
fer chemical centaminztion in
Sturgeon, feur maonths ater Ue
Jan 11 train decziiment that
siled poentizlly cargerous
chemicak.

Ezrry Gilmer, an EPA.
“engirzer, said the ground rear
the pill sis ic ‘'clean zrd
onay,” and that Sating Cresk is
also safe for humans and
wuste e,

Moanwhile, O-H Xtaterials
2o, — a cleamup fimm kired by
Nucfolk and Vestern Railway
xeners of the relrozd car
arnying the chemical — s
ising a cargon filiration
process to clean up pads and
sunace runci wailer, EPA is
suing a special weil to monit
cround water near trhe ste to
geisrmine how far the con-
Liminated water has maved

Tr2 sail surroupding (e site,
contammnzted by 20,000 gallons
(75,706  liters) of  or-
thochlorephenol, a type of
carb2lic add, has been dug up,
and any dangerous ceon-
taminzr'e, such as dioxin, have
tren removed, Gilmer said,

Saling Cresk on tha wast side
of Sturgeen is also clean,
Giimer =zid. Safe levels of
omiaminstion are 160 @ fewer
rans o the chermisal to cne
tilliem parts of water. The
congentratin in Saking Creek is
now i2ss (nan one part of
chemiczi 1o e billia pars of
water.

Giimer said, “If there is
ceatamirnation, it is below
datectitn Emits,"

*“Noaction wastaken todean
up Satne Creck, because the
micgoscrgiz e — or bacienia
— dzatreved any  con-
taminzdm, I was 2 natural
clezriny process,’ Gilmer szid.

O-H Materials Co. hze been
using carbmdfiitraticn to ag-
celerate the dissolution of
chemicals in pands ard suriace
runofl wa‘er.

In this process, fresh water is
forced dnto the soil to Gisscive
the chemicals. The wwaier
spreads out and fleods to the
suriace. It is Uza tesiad ir i3S
conceniraticn level, {iltered
tbrough e carbodilicoim
units, clear2d ard racvoied
through {ie system again.

When O-H Materials Co. {iris
the orthochlorcpheng! con-
tamington level is beicw 100
parts of chemical to ene tiilin
pans of water — which is :he
safety level — EPA will {est the
water. Gilmer said, “Th= water
camot be discharged until it

“fourd to be acceptable. By

‘acceptable,’ we meanii will not
create harm or endanger
anyvthing, including aguatic
life.” °
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