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I. Facility Information


A. Facility Name:	Regal Auto Parts, Inc. d / b / a Brockton Auto Parts


B. Facility Location:	511 Thatcher Street

Brockton, MA 02302


C. Facility Contacts:	Hank Galante, Owner


brocktonautoparts@gmail.com

508 577 0074


D. NPDES ID No (s).: NA


II. Background Information


A. Date(s) of inspection: May 19, 2023


B. Weather Conditions:


Sunny, clear skies, 60 Â°


C. US EPA Representative(s):


Damian Bednarz, Alex Rosenberg


D. State / Local Representative(s):

N / A
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E. Federally Enforceable Requirements Covered During the Inspection:


National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Multi - Sector General Permit


(March 1, 2021-modified September 29, 2021), Oil Pollution Prevention


regulations (40 C.F.R. Part 112).


F. Previous Enforcement Actions:

None


III. Type and Purpose of Inspection


Evaluation


IV. Facility Description


Regal Auto Parts, Inc., doing business as Brockton Auto Parts (" Brockton Auto "), is a


business in Brockton, Massachusetts located at 511 Thatcher Street (the " Facility " or


" site ") that repairs, resells, and stores scrap vehicles. The property is roughly 7.5 acres,


with a customer base allowed to " pick n pull " components from inventoried vehicles


from within the lot as well as purchase used vehicles. The business operates Monday


through Saturday from 8 AM to 5 PM, and Sunday from 9 AM to 5 PM, and has 6 full


time employees. A neighboring scrap business, Everett Auto Parts, is just 150 meters


southeast along Thatcher Street. The two automobile scrapping businesses share a portion


of their perimeter and are otherwise separated by a wetland (Slide 13) as well as a


resident's home and private property (Slide 69).


V. Inspection


Damian Bednarz and Alex Rosenberg (" EPA Inspectors ") arrived at the Facility at


approximately 12 PM and were greeted by Brockton Auto's receptionist, EPA Inspectors


asked to meet with the business owner. The receptionist called for him, and after a couple


of minutes, Hank Galante, owner of Brockton Auto, met with the EPA Inspectors in the


Facility's lobby.


A. Opening Conference


EPA Inspectors displayed their credentials and explained the purpose of the inspection,


which was to determine applicability under the 2021 Multi - Sector General Permit


(" MSGP "). The site was unpermitted at the time of the inspection. Mr. Rosenberg


explained that EPA Inspectors had observed a discharge leaving the front of Brockton


Auto's property on August 23, 2022 flowing across the street to the east side of Thatcher


Street (Slide 4, discharge absent). Additionally, Mr. Rosenberg observed a front loader


moving scrap piles in the area adjacent to Thatcher Street (Slide 2).


When EPA Inspectors asked why the site no longer had MSGP permit coverage, Mr.


Galante stated that previously, an engineer determined that the site does not require


permit coverage since there were no discharges due to an implemented berm. The Facility
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submitted a notice of termination to EPA in 2015. The Facility had originally applied for


MSGP coverage in 2001. Further, Mr. Galante described that municipal sewer


construction activity is being undertaken on the North side of his property within an


easement that extends to the municipal sewer pump station to the southwest of the site.


He stated that the activity may have caused part of his stormwater containment berm to


be removed. He also said that the Town of Whitman's sewer authority had required the


installment of a pump station underneath the northwestern side of the property which


required moving part of Mr. Galante's inventory to allow for the Town of Whitman to dig


and develop this infrastructure.


EPA Inspectors asked about the lifecycle of a vehicle at Brockton Auto. Mr. Galante


explained that if the vehicle is not in sellable condition as is, it is drained of oil and


antifreeze on site. The waste oil feeds a waste oil burner (Slide 40), and the antifreeze is


put in Mr. Galante's vehicles or given to customers. Further, if there are parts from the


vehicle that have resale value, the vehicle is kept in inventory. Otherwise, the drained


vehicle is crushed, and the metal scrap is sold to Schnitzer Steel, Spiegel Scrap, or Excel,


which are commercial scrap metal recyclers in Massachusetts and other parts of New


England. Mr. Galante said Spiegel Scrap collects scrap waste almost every day. When


EPA Inspectors asked how many vehicles go through his business every year, Mr.


Galante said that about 1,000 cars are processed at the site each ear.


B. Facility Tour


EPA Inspectors and Mr. Galante began the Facility Tour in the street - facing side of the


business. Mr. Galante explained many vehicles in this area are for sale in their current


condition, and some are awaiting minor repairs to be sold (Slide 3, 5, 17). When asked


where these repairs are taking place, Mr. Galante said vehicles are pulled into one of


several garage bays for maintenance (Slide 17).


Vehicles stored in the area have the year of the vehicle and an identification number for


the business'internal computer system written on the windshield. EPA Inspectors


observed piles of car parts and paint buckets (Slide 9), vehicles presumably not in


sellable condition (Slide 15), a truck with scrap metal debris in the back (Slide 15), and


several scrapped engines (Slide 19-20). Mr. Rosenberg explained that this industrial


waste material exposed to stormwater, adjacent to the stormwater drain on Thatcher


Street (Slide 18), is an applicable industrial activity under the 2021 MSGP.


EPA Inspectors observed piles of scrap material and liquid storage vessels, such as a 265-


gallon tote (Slide 6, 33) and several 55-gallon drums (Slide 7), within the accessway on


the north side of the site's garage and parts storage area (Slide 34). In addition, EPA


Inspectors observed components from scrap vehicles piled along the accessway (Slide 35,


36). EPA Inspectors also observed vehicle fuel tanks, wheels, tires, various pieces of


scrap metal, electrical wiring, truck beds, hoses, rotors, and other such items in exposed


piles. When asked about the flow direction of stormwater in this section of the property,


Mr. Galante explained that the stormwater typically pools in the area during major storm


events and then discharges via the accessway towards the street (Slide 20).
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Mr. Bednarz asked about existing stormwater controls just north of this accessway where


vehicles stored for parts were located. Mr. Galante explained that a berm was present to


the North just before an area of wetland. Due to how closely packed in the vehicles are


and overgrown vegetation, EPA Inspectors could not observe this part of the berm (Slide


21-23). Mr. Galante explained that flow from this area also flows towards the accessway.


Mr. Galante mentioned that his entire inventory had to be shuffled and moved around


because of the construction for the Town of Whitman's sewer authority. The Town's plan


is to excavate in a southwestern trending line near the northern extent of the site and fill


in the area once the infrastructure is installed (Slide 29, 53).


EPA Inspectors observed an uncovered metal roof structure under which Mr. Galante


said the Facility drains vehicle liquids (Slide 39). Mr. Galante said the roof structure's


plastic cover has been missing for a couple of months, after the previous cover was torn.


He said he intends to get it replaced (Slide 37).


EPA Inspectors observed an exposed hydraulic crusher (Slide 38) approximately 30 yards

to the west of the metal roof structure.


Due to accessibility limitations and the proximity of vehicles within Brockton Auto's


inventory, the remainder of the Facility Tour was conducted by Mr. Bednarz and Mr.


Galante. Mr. Bednarz attempted to document and photograph existing stormwater control


measures of the business, but some areas were inaccessible due to physical obstructions


and safety concerns, as many vehicles were stacked on top of each other and metal


protrusions were common (Slide 23-24, 58, 61).


Mr. Bednarz asked to see the waste oil burner and oil handling area and went inside the


building with Mr. Galante. The business garage building had narrow corridors and


housed many car components. Mr. Bednarz observed employees working. Mr. Bednarz


saw and photographed the waste oil burner (Slide 40). Mr. Bednarz also observed other


oil receptacles, ranging from buckets to large plastic and 55-gallon metal drums (Slide


41-45). Mr. Galante explained all containers in the area were filled with oil waiting to be


burned for disposal. Mr. Bednarz asked about the practice of the movement of oil, and


Mr. Galante said that first vehicles are drained outside using 5-gallon pales and are


transferred to 55-gallon drums indoors before being placed in the burner. Mr. Bednarz


also observed more 55-gallon barrels and a single - walled yellow tank with an


approximate capacity of 500 gallons in one of the garage bays (Slide 46).


Upon exiting the garage bay area, Mr. Bednarz observed two stormwater catchment


grates (Slide 47, 49) adjacent to another scrap piling area (Slide 48). Mr. Bednarz saw


that the catchment basins were full of sediment and trash. When asked about where they


drain to, Mr. Galante stated that he did not know. One of the two grates had an engraving


" dump no waste drains to waterways. " Inspectors informed Mr. Galante that it is


important to know where all stormwater conveyances lead to from areas of industrial


activity.


The remainder of the Facility Tour was conducted in the " pick n pull " area of Brockton


Auto Parts. EPA Inspectors saw customers looking at inventory throughout the
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inspection. Towards the back of the site (western perimeter), Mr. Bednarz observed a


large, vegetated berm with vehicles placed on top (Slide 52). Beyond the fence was a


covered landfill. EPA Inspectors also observed dirt piles along the area where the Town


of Whitman's construction project from last Fall was implemented (Slide 53).


Mr. Galante stated that stormwater flow enters his site from the southern perimeter,


through a gate leading to Everett Auto Parts (Slide 56-57, 69). Mr. Galante explained


that this stormwater, sometimes leaves behind an " orange leachate " (Slide 63). An access


easement to the covered landfill located to the west of the site, and a municipal pump


station, share the border between Everett's Auto Parts and the Facility.


Mr. Bednarz could not reach the fence that separates the two businesses, Brockton Auto


and Everett Auto, due to the presence of stacked vehicles in close proximity to one


another (Slide 58). Mr. Bednarz observed the perimeter of Brockton Auto's business and


an area of wetland to the southeast from several vantage points (Slide 59, 60) where


space permitted. Mr. Bednarz also observed the orange leachate (Slide 63) in an area


approximately 15 feet away from metal scrap piles (Slides 61-, 62, 64, 65). One other


section of the perimeter permitted a sight line of the adjacent wetland located


approximately 10 feet to the east (Slide 66). Scrap debris outside of the fencing, and


outside of the Facility's perimeter (Slide 68).


Mr. Galante stated that the wetland area located to the southeast of the Facility overflows


during heavy rainfall events and discharges into the catch basin at the entrance to the


Facility.


D. Closing Conference


EPA Inspectors regrouped and discussed post inspection procedures. EPA Inspectors


informed Mr. Galante that they would send an inspection report within 60 days, and that


no determinations of MSGP applicability were to be made on site. EPA Inspectors and


Mr. Galante exchanged contact information. Mr. Rosenberg explained that in the


meantime, Mr. Galante should familiarize himself with the MSGP because all


observations indicate that a permit is likely to be necessary, and to communicate to EPA


any changes to site practices or stormwater control measures that are implemented.


EPA Inspectors departed at approximately 1:30 PM.


Unless otherwise noted, this report describes conditions at the facility / property as


observed by EPA inspector(s), and / or through records provided to and / or information


reported to EPA inspector(s) by facility representatives and as understood by the


inspector(s). This report may not capture all operations or activities ongoing at the time


of the inspection. This report does not make final determinations on potential areas of


concern. Nothing in this report affects EPA's authorities under federal statutes and


regulations to pursue further investigation or action.
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