June 23, 1870

Miss Nell Conway
£60 WGat Grenge Grove Road
Tucsoh, Arizona - 85704

Lear NHells

As 1 told you in my letter of April &, I wrote tc friends of mine - fechnieal
men ~ in the Detrolt Lahoratory of Ethyl Corporatien, who would be most concerned
in‘%hg awans of clearing the air of exhausted suhstances from the tailpipes of
automobiles, I had word from them that they were looking into the matter about
which you told me. .
I don't mind telling you that I was very skepticul about the likelihood of the
removal of lead {and other materials) from the exhausted stream of the motor,
andi ﬁhen I did not hear prompily frem Detrolt, I had asssumed that I was correct
in my judgment. This, as you well know, is not my field of expertise, but I've
been aware of the things which have been trisd oult through the years, for I
started the Detroit group in locking for some means of doing this, with respect
to lead, over G(wenty yesxrs ago. The trouble has hcen, and continues to be, taal
the bBulk of mateyial exbausted requirzss a bulky plece of squipment o take out
the perticulate material, and this, while fsasible mechanlcally, is not regarded
as puacticable in uss on everyman's automobile. Ths bulky material for the
removal of the partigulate motarial has to be replaced frequently, and it iz not
belisved that a layge proportion of the dwrers of cars will attend to this; and
alse bear the cost .

This is but a little of the background of the situstion. When, therefore, a few
dayqiavos ¥ ked an informal {verbal} report f£rom the Labormtory, I was not
surpgisad to learn that the prospect for Mr. Waterman's invention is not very
bxigﬂt, at least at the moment:. My frisnde were leath to speak too harshly of
the giﬁua»ian, but I gather that this iz not belisoved to have a good future.
Tﬁiﬁj I may say, appesred to me to be the casg, for a number of reesons.

I was asked te break this news to you gently, if I felt it necessary to spesk at
all, (for despite the urgent need for 8 satisfactery arswer to this set of problems;
ay, f&lenda 2t the Dstroit L=boratory dislike very wmuch to discourage anyone who
has an interest in solving it. Moreover, they ars very mindful of who you are,

and nycne cennecteu {now or ever) with the Xeftering ILzboratery is in a epecial
categary. I hove not followed this advice for the reaben that neither you nor
Catherine €or is it Katharine) can afford to get into a sizeable investment. You
ahbuid know the truth about this mstter at the earliest possible tinme '

I'm dreadfully sorry to be the bearer of bad news, but I raally feel certain that

this 43 not the answer te this problem, I am sures that if anything turns up to ]
ofie; promise, my technicel Lxiends will welcome it with open arms, for the present
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situation, while actually unchanged through the yesars; with respsct to the
existence of an actual hazard to the public health, has palitical and
psyehological overtones which are very seriocus,

Plgase give ay ragarés to Hathariune, and ny best wishes, as always, follow you
wherever you go.

Sinceraly,

Robert A. Kehos, H,D.

Professor Emeritus of

Otcupational Medicine
Rak:wb




