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" March 29; 1938

¥r, L, H, Wiggers
Manager, Insurance and Real Estate Dept.

‘The Procter end Gemble Company

Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Hr, Wiggersiw

-

| Having gone over the 4
which you left with me on the case of
I find that s number of gusstions rals n my letter

of Jsnuary 13th to Mr, C, W, Sagehorn have not been
enswered adeguately. The medical record, especially,

is lacking in certain essential items of information.

On the other hend the addltional facts now available

to me, strengthe%case of the elalmant quite
mabteriaglly. Hr, ‘ developed some type of intoxie
cation within twenty-four hours after the exposure
occasioned by the fire, He had pain in the chest and

a cough on the day after his alleged injury; and on the _
following day he had headache, nasusea, vomiting, abdominal
pain, headache. This condition progressed and terminated
fatally in about ten days, with the c¢linlcsal evidences of
en acute texie nephritis, and a berminal pulmonary sdema,
The nephritis may have been of the infectious type, but
suah clinicai data as are given suggest that the condition
was toxie réabther than infectlous, The nausea, vomiting,
gbdominal pain and the jaundlce (terminally) suggest the
oc#urreace of liver damage, and the terminasl pulmonary
edema quggest ﬂamage to the heart muscle. All of this

‘gidture ia compatible with the effects of the inhalation

of relatively bizh concentrations of carbon tetrachloride
gnd 1t would téke much better evidence than is available
to | ai&prove that diagnosis. There is little or no indie
ea%ion.that dangerously high concentrations of phosgoae or

‘of |hydrochloric acid were present, but there 1s reason to

beliave that ﬁhis‘manwmay have inhaled fairly high concenw
tratians of carbon-tebraehloride over a period of twenty-
five to thirty‘minute@. He may have worked so close %o )
the motor as to breaths higher concentrations of the vapor,
nd far a 1onger peryqd of time than d1d the other meng or
he may have dcna somewhat heavier work and thus may have
breaﬁhﬁd more deegly, 1, ea a greater volume of the vapor,
then the otherss or. ‘he may have been less resistant to the
vapor, by reason of . previous damzge (aleohdliec or otherwise)
to his liver, kidneys and circulatory systam. In any csase
the story of the incident does not jusﬁify the coneclusion
that, significant expasure to carbon tefrachloride did not
ocpur, while the onset and course of the 1llneéss, in the
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absence of satigfactory information to the contrary,
justify the bellef in a cause and effect relationship
between the suspected exposure and de4th, Incidentally
if half a gallon of carbon=tetrachloride were evayaratsd
at ong. time and evenly distribubed into a room of the

~dza do ribe&, the eancen ratiﬂa in a11 p r;a af zhe room

I return your file herewiﬁh{ﬁ"

Very trﬁly yoursy

RiKsis o Robert h. Kenoce, U.D.
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