
March 2 9 , 1938

Mr, L . H, W iggsrs
M anager, In su ra n c e  and R ea l E s ta te  D ep t, 
The P ro c te r  and Gamble Company 
C in c in n a t i ,  Ohio

Dear Mr* W ig g e rs j-

Having gone o v e r t h ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  
w hich you l e f t  w i t h  me on th e  case  o f 
I  f in d  t h a t  a number o f q u e s t io n s  r a i s e s  in  my l e t te r  
o f  Jan u ary  1 3 th  to  Mr* C, W, Sagehorn  have n o t been 
answ ered a d e q u a te ly .  The m ed ica l r e c o r d ,  e s p e c ia l l y,  
i s  la c k in g  In  c e r ta in  e s s e n t i a l  Item s o f  in fo rm a t ion .
On th e  o th e r  hand th e  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c ts  now a v a i la b le 
to  me, s t r e n g th e r L th ^ ^ a s e  o f  th e  c la im a n t q u i te  
m a te r ia l ly *  deve lo p ed  some type  o f  I n to x i ­
c a t io n  w ith !»  tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u rs  a f t e r  th e  exposure  
o c ca s io n ed  by th e  f i r e .  He had p a in  in  th e  c h e s t  and 
a cough on the  day a f t e r  h i s  a l le g e d  i n ju r y ,  and on the  
fo l lo w in g  day he h a d ’.headache, n a u s e a , v o m it in g , abdom inal 
p a in , h ead ach e . T h is c o n d it io n  p ro g re s se d  and te rm in a te d  
f a t a l l y  in  ab o u t te n  d a y s , w ith  th e  c l i n i c a l  e v id e nce s of 
an a cu te  to x ic  n e p h r i t i s ,  and a te rm in a l  pulm onary edem a. 
The n e p h r i t i s  may have been o f  the  in f e c t io u s  ty p e , b u t  
such c l i n i c a l  d a ta  as a re  g iv e n  su g g e s t t h a t  th e  c on d it io n  
was to x ic  r à t h e r  than  in f e c t io u s *  The n a u s e a , v o m itin g , 
abdom inal pa in  and th e  ja u n d ic e  ( te rm in a l ly )  su g g e st th e  
o c cu rren c e  o f  l i v e r  damage, and th e  te rm in a l  pulm onary 
edema su g g e s t damage to  the h e a r t  m uscle« A ll o f t hi s  
p ic tu re  Is  co m p a tib le  w ith  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  the  in h a la t io n  
o f  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  c o n c e n tra t io n s  o f carbon  t e t r a c hlo r i d e  
and i t  would, tak e  much b e t t e r  ev id en ce  th an  I s  a v ai la b le  
to  d isp ro v e  t h a t  d ia g n o s is ,  Therè i s  l i t t l e  o r  no in d i ­
c a t io n  th a t  d a n g e ro u s ly  h ig h  c o n c e n tra t io n s  o f phosgene o r 
o f  h y d ro c h lo r ic  a c id  were p r e s e n t ,  b u t  th e re  i s  re aso n  to  
b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h i s  man may have In h a le d  f a i r l y  h ig h  cotícen- 
t r a t l o n s  o f  c a r b o n - te t r a c h lo r id s  o v e r a  p e r io d  o f  tw e n ty -  
f i v e  to  t h i r t y  m in u te s . He may have worked so  c lo s e to  
th e  m otor as to  b re a th e  high®** c o n c e n tra t io n s  of th e  v a p or , 
and f o r  a lo n g e r  p e r io d  o f  tim e th an  d id  th e  o th e r  menf o r 
he may have done somewhat h e a v ie r  work and th u s may have 
b re a th e d  more d e e p ly , I ,  e .  a g r e a te r  volume o f th e v a p o r , 
th an  th e  o th e rs }  o r  he may have been  l e s s  r e s i s t a n t to  th e  
v a p o r , by re a so n  of p rev io u s  damage (a lc o h & lle  o r Otherw ise) 
to  h i s  l i v e r ,  k id n e y s  and c i r c u la to r y  sy s tem . In  any c a se  
th e  s to r y  of th e  in c id e n t  does n o t j u s t i f y  th e  c o n clu s io n  
t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  exposu re  to  carbon  te t r a c h lo r i d e  did  n o t 
o c c u r , w h ile  th e  o n se t and cou rsé  o f the i l l n e s s ,  in  the
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absence  o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  c o n tra r y,  
j u s t i f y  th e  b e l i e f  in  a cause and e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s hi p  
betw een th e  su s p e c te d  exposu re  and de& th. I n c id e n tal l y  
i f  h a l f  a g a l lo n  o f c a r b o n - te t r a c h lo r id e  were e v a p ora te d

ev en ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  in to  a room o f th e  
th e  c o n c e n tra t io n  in  a l l  p a r ts -  c f  th e  room

a t  one tim e and 
s iz e  d e s c r ib e d .
would approx im ate 0 .1%* Ho do u b t th e  c o n c e n tra t io n  was
c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h e r, than  th is  in  th e  im m ediate v i ci n i t y  
o f the  m o to r , and s in c e  the  v ap o r o f  c a r b o n - te t r a c hlo r id e  
i s  h e av y , i t  would rem ain  n e a r  th e  f l o o r  l e v e l  f o r  some 
tim e u n le s s  i t  were sw ep t away by a  b reeze*  The d egree  
o f  v e n t i l a t i o n  la  w h o lly  c o n je c tu r a l ,  and th e  e v a p ora t io n  
on a h o t  s u r fa c e  was d o u b t le s s  ra p id *  Thus i t  i s  q u i te  
p ro b ab le  th a t  d a n g e ro u s ly  h ig h  c o n c e n tra t io n s  e x is te d  
f o r  a tim e in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  the  m otor* On th e  w hole , 
t h e r e f o r e ,  1 conc lude  th a t  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  
n o t im p o s s ib le , to  combat the c la im  o f d e a th  from ac c i ­
d e n ta l  c a u se , w ith  the  in fo rm a tio n  a v a i la b le  in  t h is  case«

I , r e t u r n  y ou r f i l e  h e re w i th . 

V ery t r u l y  y o u rs ,-

RAKjia R o b e rt' A* Kehoe, Iví.I).
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