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Radjocactivity of Dust. C., Jeck (letter to Editor).
Fetwre 163,570 Tipr. 9, 1949).

Writing from Prague, the author reports that vhen dust from air
containing 1.5 x 10" curie per cc. of radon wvas deposited om a glase plate
and left there an hour, many tracks of alpha particles of radjum C' vere
obeerved. Most of the radon atoms were deposited with the dust and not
directly on the glase, as shown by experimente with dust-free air. It
is reasomadle to suppose that artificial radiocactive atoms, for example,
those atoms left in the air by the exploasion of an atomic bomb--will
sinilarly be adsorbed on dust particles.

Radiation Cataracts. Bditorial., ’
AMA, 140, 8-1219 (Aug. 13, 1949).

.Bince 1905 the entity of radiation cataract has been well established,
both clinically and experimentally. The development of cataracts in young
physicists with m comon history of exposure to cyclotron radiations has
reneved interest in the subject. The {njuries are bolieved dus to the
lack of knovledge of the hazardous character of nsutrems, which for certain.
argan aystems mry have four to eight times the effectiveness originally eus-
pected. Even nov, dosimetric methods for neutroms are umsatisfactery. In
the case of roentgen rays, the electroms cause chemical alteratioms, but
the damage to any one cell by ome electron is relatively small, and roentgen
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raye are relatively effective only against dividing cells.
neutrone, the released -
nent injury. KNeutroms may injure the cell at any phase.

In the case of

proton pasaing through a cell may cause perma-

The urgency for

research in this field is evident.

Exposure to Microwaves, W.W. Salisbury, J.W. Clark
mLEI.'EIB'—a.",mc ronice 22, 66-67 (May, 1949).

The results of recent experiments on animals wvith high intensity 12
cm, radiation indicate that a dangerous amount of heat may be gensrated

beneath the surface of living tiseue without causing fever or pain. The
action of radiation on the eye and other tissues is also dinscusseed.

Bxplosion-Proof "Speaker".,

The Signet Development Company, Chicago, has developed a
loudspeaker for intercoms and public addreee systems, for use in loca-
tians where explosive or combustidble gases or duste may be preesent.
This epeaker, 8aid to be both flame-proof and explosiom-proof, is in-
terded primarily for use in refineries, chamical piants, and mmitions
mapufacturing establishments. The speaker operates Just ar azy regu-
lar lowdspeaksr except that it i» #aid to be dincepabls of igniting
dusts or gases surrounding it, should a breakiowvn in the voice coll or
lﬁem coil occur.’ «= Chem. Eng. (July, 1949)
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