
FILE NAME: Shipbuilders Council of America (SHIP)

DATE: 1972 Dec 13

DOC#: SHIP003

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Minutes of SCA Special Meeting on Longshoremen1 
and Harbor Workers Compensation Act



PLA IN TIFFS  
EXHIBIT s

SBCAS025

c S H IP B U IL D E R S  C O U N C IL O F  A M E R IC A
S P E C IA L  M E E T IN G .O N  - *

L O N G SH O R EM EN 'S AND H A RB O R  W ORKERS* C O M PEN SA TIO N  ACT

D E C E M B E R  13, 1972

In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  l e t t e r  to  A ll S h ip y a rd  D e le g a te s  d a te d  N o v e m b e r  
28 , 1972, a  s p e c ia l  m e e tin g  o f s h ip y a r d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  w as  h e ld  a t  th e  
W a te rg a te  H o te l D e c e m b e r  13, 1972 to  d is c u s s  th e  r a m if ic a t io n s  o f  P u b lic  
L aw  9 2 -5 7 6 , th e  L o n g s h o re m e n 's  and  H a rb o r  W o r k e r s ' C o m p e n sa tio n  A ct 
A m e n d m e n ts  o f 1972.. .

E . P .  R uddy, S e c r e t a r y  o f th e  C o u n c il p r e s id e d .
. t

T h e  fo llo w in g , r e p r e s e n t in g  i

D o ro th y  A lle b a c k  
H e n ry  B ro w n  
W il l ia m  B u t le r  
M. J . C a r r o l l  

• H a r ry  F i s h e r  
■ M . R . G uy 
R , M. H a r tm a n  
M ic h a e l L . H a r r i s  
H a r r y  G. H ill  
H a ro ld  K n eb el 
R . L . N o rs w o r th y  
V . G . N oel 
R ic h a rd  J .  Q u e r r e y  
E d w a rd  R en sh aw  .
M. P .  R e d fo rd  
L lo y d  R ia ls  
R o b e r t  F , S h e rm a n  
J .  S-. S t r a t to n  
R . A. S tu b b le f ie ld  
C h a r le s  F . T u c k e r  
J .  D . W e c h s le r  
D e lm a r  J .  Young

T he  fo llo w in g  w e re  g u e s ts  of 

E u g e n e  M itte lm a n

Jo h n  E . S to c k e r

h ip y a rd s ,  w e r e  p r e s e n t :

Sun S h ip b u ild in g
D ra v o  C o rp o ra t io n
Sun S h ip b u ild in g
J e f fb o a t
T odd S h ip y a rd s
B e th le h e m  S te e l
B e th le h e m  S te e l
J e f fb o a t
T od d  S h ip y a rd s
S t, L o u is  S h ip b u ild in g
N e w p o r t N ew s S h ip b u ild in g
D ra v o  C o rp o ra t io n
S t. L o u is  S h ip b u ild in g
S t. L o u is  S h ip b u ild in g
Norfolk Shipbuilding
N e w p o rt N ew s S h ip b u ild ing
S a v a n n ah  M ach in e  & S h ip y a rd
In g a lls  S h ip b u ild in g
N e w p o rt N ew s S h ip bu ild ing
N o rfo lk  S h ip b u ild in g  & D. D.
In g a lls  S h ip b u ild in g  
K a is e r  E n g in e e r s

th e  C o u n cil a t th e  m e e tin g :

k i ln o r i ty  G e n e r a l  Counse l
S e n a te  C o m m itte e  on  L a b o r  and 
P u b lic  W e lfa re
A cting  D ep u ty  D ir e c to r ,  O ffice  of 
W o rk m e n 's  C o m p e n sa tio n  P r o g r a m s  
D e p a r tm e n t  of L a b o r
O ffice  o f  Workmen’s Compensation 
P rogram s, Department of Labor

Jo h n  S id w a r



T h e  m e e tin g  w as  c a l le d  to  o r d e r  a t  9 :45  an d  a f t e r  g e n e r a l  a n n o u n c e ­
m e n t  an d  in tr o d u c t io n s ,  M r. R uddy  d e s c r ib e d  b r i e f ly  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  and  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  S h ip b u i ld e r s  C o u n c il o f A m e r ic a  in  th e  U, S. 
sh ip b u ild in g  a n d  sh ip  r e p a i r  in d u s t r y .  T he p u rp o s e  o f  th e  s p e c ia l  m e e tin g  
w a s  th e n  e x p la in e d  a s  a  m e e tin g  o f a p p r o p r ia te  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  f r o m  th e  
m e m b e r  s h ip y a r d s  f o r  a n  in f o r m a l  e x ch a n g e  o f v ie w s  an d  th e  p o s s ib le  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f u n if ie d  in d u s t r y  p o s i t io n s  p n  th e  a m e n d e d  A c t w h ich  b e c a m e  
e f fe c t iv e  N o v e m b e r  27, 1972.

I t  w as  p o in te d  o u t  th a t  w h a te v e r  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  c a m e  ou t o f  the  
m e e t in g  w ou ld  h a v e  to  b e  a c te d  o n  by  th e  B o a rd  o f D i r e c to r s  o f th e  C o u n c il.

A t th is  p o in t, M r. M itte lm a n  a r r i v e d  an d  w a s  in tro d u c e d .

T h e  c h a i r  th e n  a s k e d  f o r  a  r e p o r t  b y  M r. E d w a rd  R en sh a w , P r e s id e n t  
o f  S t. L o u is  S h ip b u ild in g , o n  a  m e e tin g  th a t  h ad  b e e n  h e ld  in  N ew  O r le a n s  
D e c e m b e r  4 b y  th e  S h ip b u ild in g  C o m m itte e  of th e  A m e r ic a n  W a te rw a y s , o f 
w h ic h  he  is  a  m e m b e r ,  f o r  d is c u s s io n  o f th e  new  a m e n d m e n ts  to  th e  A ct.
M r. R en sh a w  is  a ls o  a  m e m b e r  o f th e  S h ip b u i ld e r s  C o u n c il an d  is  R e g io n a l 
V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  In la n d  R iv e r s .

M r. R en sh a w  r e p o r te d  th a t  th e  D e c e m b e r  4  m e e t in g  o f AWO h ad  b e e n  
a t te n d e d  b y  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f th e  s m a l l e r  s h ip y a r d s  w ith  
e m p lo y m e n t in  the  in d iv id u a l y a r d s  ru n n in g  f r o m  a s  s m a l l  a s  50 u p  to  s e v e r a l  
th o u s a n d s  o f e m p lo y e e s .

H e n o te d  th a t a l l  a s p e c ts  o f th e  a m e n d m e n t h ad  b e e n  d is c u s s e d  a t  th e  
m e e tin g  b u t th a t  th e  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e rn , b y  f a r ,  w as  th e  e x te n s io n  o f j u r i s ­
d ic tio n  to  c o v e r  a l l  s h ip b u ild in g  an d  sh ip  r e p a i r  e m p lo y e e s . I t .a p p e a r e d  
th a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  of th e  y a r d s  w e re  boo k ed  w e ll in  a d v a n c e  w ith  f ix e d  p r ic e  
c o n t r a c ts  and  th e r e  is  no w ay  to  re c o u p  th e  a d d it io n a l  c o s t  a r i s in g  f r o m  th e  
a m e n d m e n ts .

O ne y a rd  o f a b o u t 1, 300 e m p lo y e e s  w a s  r e p o r te d  to  h a v e  e s t im a te d  th a t  
i t  w ould  s u s ta in  a  lo s s  o f a b o u t o n e -h a lf  m il l io n  d o l l a r s .  O th e r  y a rd s  r e p o r te d  
e s t im a te s  o f  p o te n tia l  l o s s e s  w h ich  v a r ie d  f r o m  s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  d ep en d in g  on 
th e  le v e l  o f s ta te  c o m p e n s a tio n  b e n e f i ts ,

M r. R en sh aw  n o te d  th a t  o th e r  f e a tu r e s  of the  le g is la t io n  d is c u s s e d  a t 
th e  m e e tin g  in c lu d e d  th e  c o n c e rn  th a t  6 6 -2 /3  o f th e  e m p lo y e e 's  w eek ly  w age 
a p p ro a c h e d  th e  ta k e - h o m e  p a y  o f th e  e m p lo y e e  and  th e r e  w ould  be g r e a t  
d if f ic u l ty  in  g e ttin g  p e o p le  b a c k  to w o rk  o n c e  on  c o m p e n s a tio n . A lso , th e  
n ew  r ig h t  of s e le c t io n  o f the  d o c to r  b y  th e  e m p lo y e e  w a s  f e l t  to be  a m o s t 
u n w e lc o m e  ch an g e  w h ich  w ou ld  le a d  to m a lin g e r in g .

H e n o ted , h o w e v e r , th a t  o v e r r id in g  a l l  of th is  w as th e  e x te n s io n  o f 
ju r i s d ic t io n .
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M r. R en sh aw  r e p o r te d  th a t  th e  AWO S h ip b u ild in g  C o m m itte e ‘'had  
fo r m e d  a  c o m m itte e  o f  f iv e , r e p r e s e n t in g  g e o g ra p h ic a l ly  th e  s m a l l  y a r d s ,  
to  p la n  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t io n  h o p e fu lly  a s  a  jo in t  v e n tu re  w ith  a  s im i l a r  s m a l l  
g ro u p  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  S h ip b u ild e rs  C o u n c il th e  th o u g h t b e in g  th a t  t h e r e  
sh o u ld  b e  u n if ie d  in d u s t r y  e f f o r t  to  s e e k  s o m e  r e l i e f - f r o m  th e  a m e n d m e n ts  
w h ic h  w e re  f e l t  to  be  d i s c r im in a to r y  a g a in s t  th e  s h ip y a r d  in d u s t r y .

R esp o n d in g  to  a n  in q u ir y  a s  to  how  th e  y a r d s  h ad  p r ic e d  o u t th e  p o te n ­
t i a l  a d d e d  c o s t s ,  M r. R e n sh a w  r e p o r te d  th a t  d i s c u s s io n  w ith  th e  u n d e r w r i t e r s  
a n d  n a tio n a l  c o m p e n s a tio n  b o a rd  d is c lo s e d  th a t  th e  in c r e a s e d  b e n e f i ts  an d  
ju r i s d ic t io n  ch an g e  w ould  r a i s e  b a s e  r a t e s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  f r o m  a b o u t 
$5 o r  $6 to  o v e r  $13 p e r  $100 o f p a y ro l l .

D u rin g  th e  d is c u s s io n  w h ich  fo llo w ed , a  n u m b e r  o f  p o in ts  w e re  m ad e  
in c lu d in g  th e  fo llo w in g :

* In  th e  In la n d  R iv e r s  y a r d s  b e fo re  e n a c tm e n t of P L  9 2 -5 7 6 , th e  s ta te  
c o v e ra g e  o f e m p lo y e e s  w a s  a b o u t 95 p e r c e n t  w h ile  th e  F e d e r a l  w as  f r o m  3 to  
5 p e r c e n t .  U n d e r  th e  a m e n d m e n ts ,  n e a r ly  100 p e r c e n t  a r e  c o v e re d  b y  th e  
F e d e r a l  A c t. .

* In  a  ty p ic a l  sh ip  r e p a i r  y a rd ,  c o v e ra g e  p r i o r  to  th e  new  A c t w as  75 
p e r c e n t  F e d e r a l  an d  o n ly  25 p e r c e n t  by  th e  s ta t e ,  'w h ile  in  sh ip b u ild in g  a s  
o p p o se d  to r e p a i r ,  a b o u t 75 p e r c e n t  of th e  y a r d 's  e m p lo y e e s  w e re  u n d e r  
s ta t e  c o v e r a g e .  T h u s  th e  ju r i s d ic t io n a l  ch an g e  h a d  a m u c h  g r e a t e r  im p a c t  
o n  sh ip b u ild in g  y a r d s  th a n  in  sh ip  r e p a i r .

* Q u e s tio n  w as  r a i s e d  a s  to  how  th e  hew  a m e n d m e n ts  sh o u ld  be  i n t e r ­
p r e te d  w ith  r e g a r d  to  c o v e ra g e  and  th e  p o in t w as m a d e  th a t  th e  a m e n d m e n ts  
c o u ld  be  in te r p r e te d  to  m e a n  th a t  e v e ry b o d y  th a t  w a lk s  in  th e  g a te  o f a  s h ip ­
y a r d  is  now c o v e re d .

* C e r ta in  o ff ic e  p e o p le , e v e n  th o u g h  w ith in  th e  g a te ,  m a y  no t be  
c o v e re d .

*■ In  th e  S ta te  of W ash in g to n , a  p r e l im in a r y  ru lin g  h a s  b e e n  is s u e d  
h o ld in g  th a t  th e  o n ly  p e o p le  s t i l l  c o v e re d  by  th e  S ta te  A c t a r e  c l e r i c a l .

* I t w as  re c o g n iz e d  th a t  c le a n  c u t in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f th e  ju r i s d ic t io n  
c h an g e  m ay  u l t im a te ly  h av e  to  b e  m a d e  b y  th e  C o u r ts  b u t th e  a p p a re n t  in te n t 
i s  to  end  a  s i tu a t io n  w h e re tw i m e n  in  a  s h ip y a rd  o n  th e  s a m e  k ind  of w o rk  
c o u ld  b e  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  s ta tu te s  m e r e ly  b e c a u s e  o f th e  lo c a tio n  of the  w o rk .
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F u r t h e r  d is c u s s io n  of th is  l a s t  p o in t b ro u g h t  o u t th a t  d u rin g  th e  

h e a r in g s  i t  w a s  c l e a r ly  u n d e r s to o d  b y  th e  C o n g re s s  th a t  e x c e p t f o r  a 
few  y a r d s ,  th e  s h ip y a r d  in d u s t r y  w as o p p o se d  to  th e  e x p a n s io n  of 
c o v e ra g e  th ro u g h o u t th e  y a r d .  H o w e v e r, th e  C o n g re s s  m a d e  a  d e l i ­
b e r a t e  c h o ic e  to  so ex p an d  th e  F e d e r a l  ju r i s d ic t io n  w ith  th e  p r i m a r y  
r e a s o n  b e in g  to b r in g  a n  en d  to  th is  a n o m a ly  o f tw o  m e n  w ith  th e  s a m e  
in ju r y  r e c e iv in g  d i s p a r a te ly  d i f f e r e n t  b e n e f i ts  b e c a u s e  o f th e  lo c a t io n  
in  th e  y a rd  w h e re  in ju r y  o c c u r r e d .  I t  w as  r e p o r te d  t h a t  a t  one p o in t 
th e  C o n g re s s  d id  c o n s id e r , am en d in g  th e  la w  to  p ro v id e  th a t  w ith in  a  
c e r t a i n  g e o g ra p h ic  a r e a  a l l  w o u ld  b e  c o v e re d .  H o w e v e r , th is  a p p ro a c h  
w a s  a b an d o n e d .

T h e  fo llo w in g  w as  q u o ted  f r o m  p ag e  75 o f th e  p r in te d  " L e g is la t iv e  
H is to r y "  o f th e  A c t b y  M r. M itte lm a n  in  s u p p o r t  of h is  e x p la n a tio n  o f 
th e  ju r i s d ic t io n a l  c h an g e :

" . . .  T he  C o m m itte e  d o e s  n o t in te n d  to  c o v e r  e m p lo y e e s  
w ho a r e  n o t e n g a g e d  in  lo a d in g , u n lo a d in g , r e p a i r in g ,  o r  
b u ild in g  a  v e s s e l ,  j u s t  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  in ju r e d  in  a n  a r e a  
a d jo in in g  n a v ig a b le  w a te r s  u s e d  fo r  s u c h  a c t iv i ty .  T h u s ,

.N e m p lo y e e s  w h o se  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  is  o n ly  to  p ic k  up  s to r e d  
c a rg o  fo r  f u r th e r  t r a n s - s h ip m e n t  w ould  n o t b e  c o v e re d , n o r  
w ou ld  p u r e ly  c l e r i c a l  e m p lo y e e s  w h o se  jo b s  do n o t r e q u i r e  
th e m  to  p a r t i c ip a te  in  th e  lo a d in g  o r  u n lo a d in g  o f c a rg o .
H o w e v e r , c h e c k e r s ,  f o r  e x a m p le , w ho a r e  d i r e c t ly  in v o lv e d  
in  th e  lo ad in g  o r  u n lo ad in g  fu n c tio n s  a r e  c o v e re d  b y  th e  new  
a m e n d m e n t. L ik e w is e  th e  C o m m itte e  h a s  no in te n tio n  of 
ex ten d in g  c o v e ra g e  u n d e r  th e  A c t to  in d iv id u a ls  who a r e  n o t 
e m p lo y e d  b y  a  p e r s o n  w ho i s  an  e m p lo y e r , i . e .  a p e r s o n  
a t  l e a s t  so m e  o f w h o se  e m p lo y e e s  a r e  e n g ag e d , in  w hole  o r  
in  p a r t  in  s o m e  f o r m  of m a r i t im e  e m p lo y m e n t. T h u s , an  
in d iv id u a l e m p lo y e d  b y  a  p e r s o n  n o n e  of w h o se  e m p lo y e e s  
w o rk , in  w ho le  o r  in  p a r t ,  on  n a v ig a b le  w a te r s ,  is  n o t 
c o v e re d  even  i f  in ju r e d  on  a  p ie r  ad jo in in g  n a v ig a b le  
w a te r s .  "

M r. M itte lm a n  e m p h a s iz e d  th a t  th is  la n g u ag e  m e a n t  th a t  the  in te n t  
is  to  c o v e r  a l l  b lu e  c o l la r  e m p lo y e e s  e n g ag ed  in  b u ild in g  o r  r e p a ir in g  b u t 
n o t e v e ry o n e  who w o rk s  in  th e  y a rd .

I t  a lso  w as e m p h a s iz e d  in  the  d is c u s s io n  th a t  no b i l l  cou ld  h ave  
b e e n  r e p o r te d  o u t o f th e  C o n g re s s io n a l  C o m m itte e  th a t  d id  n o t co m p ly  
w ith  th e  r e p o r t  o f th e  N a tio n a l C o m m is s io n  on S ta te  W o rk m e n 's  C o m p en ­
s a t io n  L a w s. H o w e v e r, th is  w a s  n o t a  s tu m b lin g  b lo c k ; the  b ig  p ro b le m  
w a s  to  d r a f t  a  b i l l  w h ich  w ould  e f fe c t iv e ly  e l im in a te  th e  th i r d  p a r ty  s u i ts



-  5 -

b a s e d  on  th e  w a r r a n ty  of s e a w o r th in e s s .  ^

M r, M itte lm a n  a ls o  r e m in d e d  th e  g ro u p  th a t  th e  e x te n s io n  of j u r i s ­
d ic t io n  w as o n ly  a  p re lu d e  to  a  fu tu r e  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  F e d e r a l  b e n e f it  
le v e l s  b y  a l l  o f th e  s ta t e s  an d  th a t  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  a n d  e n a c tm e n t of 
n a t io n a l  w o rk m e n 's  c o m p e n s a tio n  s ta n d a r d s  w ill  b e  a  h ig h  p r io r i ty  
i t e m  a t  th e  9 3 rd  C o n g re s s .  (S ee  s ta t e m e n t  b y  S e n a to r  J a v i ts  a tta c h e d  
to  th e s e  m in u te s ) .

A n o th e r  e le m e n t  p o in te d  to  a s  h a v in g  b e e n  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  d e c i ­
s io n  to  go fo rw a rd  w ith  a n  e x te n s io n  o f ju r i s d ic t io n  w a s  th a t  m a n y  in  th e  
C o n g re s s  saw  th e  b i l l  a s  a  w ay  to  e q u a liz e  c o s ts  b e tw e e n  s h ip y a r d s  in  
v a r io u s  s e c t io n s  o f th e  c o u n try . T he e l im in a t io n  o f c o m p e tit iv e  d i s p a r i t i e s  
betw een  y a r d s  in  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  w a s  s ta te d  a s  b e in g  a  f i r m  g o a l c o n s id e re d  
b y  th e  S e n a te  C o m m itte e .

I t  w as  a ls o  p o in te d  o u t th a t  th e  C o m m itte e  r e p o r t  o n  th e  b i l l  w as 
d r a f te d  a f t e r  th e  N a tio n a l C o m m is s io n  r e p o r t  h a d  b e c o m e  a v a ila b le  in  
d r a f t  f o r m  a n d  th a t  th e  C o m m itte e  h ad  ta k e n  th e  r e p o r t  in to  c o n s id e r a ­
t io n  in  c o n s id e r in g  th e  b i l l .

D is c u s s io n  b y  th e  s h ip y a r d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  p r e s e n t  s e e m e d  to c o n f irm  
th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th e  a m e n d e d  A ct a p p lie s  to  a l l  sh ip b u ild in g  and sh ip  
r e p a i r  e m p lo y e e s  w ith in  th e  p e r i m e t e r  of th e  y a rd .

O n th e  q u e s t io n  o f w hy th e  e x p a n s io n  o f ju r i s d ic t io n  w as n o t a p p lie d  
to  o th e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a lo n g  th e  w a te r f r o n t ,  s u c h  a s  a  s te e l  m i l l  w h ich  h a s  
so m e  m a r in e  lo a d in g  and  u n lo a d in g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i t  w as  e x p la in ed  th a t  th e  
r a t io n a le  w as th a t  to do so  w as n o t r e a l l y  p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  "you  could  
n o t s to p  th e r e .  " T h e  r e s u l t  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  a  n a t io n a l  w o rk m e n 's  c o m ­
p e n s a t io n  s ta tu te  p r o p o s a l  w h ic h  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  too  f a r  a f ie ld  p o l i t ic a l ly  ■ 
f r o m  th e  le g is la t io n  u n d e r  c o n s id e ra t io n .

O ne o f th o s e  p r e s e n t  n o te d  th a t  if  any o n e  c o v e re d  u n d e r  the  s ta te  
a c t ,  s u c h  a s  a  c l e r k  o r  o ff ic e  w o rk e r ,  g o es  a b o a r d  a  v e s s e l  and is  in ju re d  
and  c o v e ra g e  is  h a n d le d  u n d e r  th e  s ta te  a c t ,  th e n  th e  e x c lu s iv e  l ia b i l i ty  
p r o v is io n  of th e  F e d e r a l  s ta tu te  no lo n g e r  p r o te c ts  th e  e m p lo y e e  f r o m  th e ' 
th i r d  p a r ty  s u i t  e x p o su re  p ro v is io n  in  th e  new  a m e n d m e n ts .

T h e re  w as a g r e e m e n t  by  th e  a t to rn e y s  p r e s e n t  th a t  the  a m e n d m e n ts  
a r e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  and  th a t  a m p le  a u th o r i ty  a p p e a r s  to  e x is t  u n d e r  the  
c o m m e rc e  clause of th e  C o n s ti tu tio n .

W ith  r e g a r d  to th e  new  p ro v is io n s  on th e  c h o ic e  of the  p h y s ic ia n  b y  the  
e m p lo y e e , p ro b le m s  c a n  be  k e p t a t  a  m in im u m  by  p ro v id in g  v e r y  good



m e d ic a l  c a r e .  I t w as  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  a m e n d m e n ts  a r e  p a t te r n e d  a f te r  
N ew  Y o rk  c o m p e n s a tio n  p r o c e d u r e  and  e x p e r ie n c e .

S h o r tly  b e fo re  th e  m e e tin g  a d jo u rn e d , th e  fo llo w in g  m o tio n  w as 
o f f e re d  to  th e  g ro u p  an d  a d o p ted  b y  th o s e  p r e s e n t .

R e so lv e d , T h a t  a n  ad  h o c  g ro u p  f r o m  th e  S h ip b u i ld e r s ' 
C o u n c il be  e s ta b l is h e d  to  w o rk  w ith  th e  ad  h o c  C o m m itte e  
o f  th e  S h ip b u i ld e r s ' C o m m itte e  o f th e  A m e r ic a n  W a te rw a y s  
O p e r a to r s ,  I n c . ,  to  e x p lo re  pos s ib le . r e l i e f  f r o m  th e  e c o ­
n o m ic  e f fe c t  o f  th a t  p a r t  o f th e  1972 A m e n d m e n ts  to  the  
L o n g s h o re m e n 's  an d  H a rb o r  W o r k e r s ' C o m p e n sa tio n  A ct. 
w h ic h  c a l l  f o r  th e  e x te n s io n  of ju r i s d ic t io n  to  in c lu d e  a ll  
e m p lo y e e s  en g ag ed  in  sh ip b u ild in g  o r  s h ip  r e p a i r in g .  .

T he  fo llo w in g  c o m p a n ie s  in d ic a te d  a n  i n t e r e s t  in  s e rv in g  on  th e  
C o u n c il ad  h o c  g ro u p  i f  fo r m e d  -  In g a lls  S h ip b u ild in g , D rav o , S t. L o u is  
S h ip b u ild in g , an d  N e w p o rt N ew s S h ip b u ild in g .

f

T h e  g ro u p  r e c e s s e d  a t  noon  f o r  lu n c h eo n  in  th e  T e r r a c e  R oom  of 
th e  W a te rg a te  an d  w e re  jo in e d  b y  M e s s r s  S to c k e r  and  S id w a r o f th e  O ffice  
of W o rk m e n 's  C o m p e n sa tio n  P r o g r a m s .

D u rin g  th e  a f te rn o o n  s e s s io n ,  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of th e  O ffice  of 
W o rk m e n 's  C o m p e n sa tio n  P r o g r a m s  o u tlin e d  th e  ch an g e  in  law  c o n ta in e d  
in  th e  new  le g is la t io n  an d  d is c lo s e d  th a t  r e v is e d  r e g u la t io n s  a r e  b e in g  
d ra f te d  to cover- th e  ch an g es . The d r a f t  r e g u la t io n s  w e re  to  b e  a v a ila b le  
b e fo re  y e a r 's  end b u t c o n t r a r y  to  p re v io u s  r e p o r t s  i t  w as  indicated that 
th e  30 d ay s  fo r  p u b lic  c o m m e n t p r i o r  to  a d o p tio n  w ould  n o t be available.
In th is  c o n tex t, th o s e  p r e s e n t  w e re  a sk e d  to  s u b m it  an y  v iew s and r e c o m ­
m e n d a tio n s  a s  p r o m p t ly  a s  p o s s ib le  and no t to  w a it f o r  th e  is s u a n c e  of 
d r a f t  r e g u la t io n s .

D u rin g  d is c u s s io n ,  M r. S to c k e r  d is t r ib u te d  s e v e r a l  p ro p o s e d  fo rm s  
to  a l l  p r e s e n t  w h ic h  w e r e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  fo r  u s e  in  c o n n ec tio n  w ith  s e le c t io n  
o f p h y s ic ia n  and  the  r e p o r t in g  o f c la im s .

T he  q u e s t io n  of s e l f  in s u r e r  v e r s u s  in s u ra n c e  c o v e ra g e  le d  to a  s u g ­
g e s t io n  th a t  th e  ru le s  fo r  s e l f - i n s u r e r s  m ig h t be  u se fu l f o r  re v ie w  by the 
s h ip y a rd  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  A r e p r in t  of the  c u r r e n t  ru le s  now u n d e rg o in g  
r e v is io n  is  a t ta c h e d . - I t  is  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  the  r e v is io n s  to  be m ade  
a r e  q u ite  m in o r .

T h e  m e e tin g  a d jo u rn e d  a t  3:15 p. m .


