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Unzvelcome Incinerator .

Fight Over PCBs Shows How Hard ItIs
To Destroy Chemlcals and Satisfy People

Ry Dul (]
8tafs Repurter of THEWALLSTREET JOURNAL

LOGAN TOWNSHIP, N.J.~The smiling
executive phimges two finpers into a quart
Jar of clear liquid: the viscous substance
consists of polychiorinated  biphenvis, or
OBy, the only toxir chetnleals whose manu-
factore s specihieally sutlawed by Congress.

“You've got « lot worse stuff than this in
your medhicine cabinet,” he asserts.

Maylwe. But just trv telling that to resi-
dents of this surprisingly rurdl conmmunity
{n the industriatized Dvlaware River Vatley,
Although many of them work in nearby
chemienl plunts, the (ownspeople are hop-
pingg mad at the prospect that tiousands of
pounds of PCBs will tee trucked into a plant
operited here by Rolling Environmental
Services e, 2 chemienl-waste-disposal
compan!

The modernistic (aciiity, which is sur-
rounded by acres of tomato and pepper
fivlds. has boen here for about a decade.
New, along with another Rollins plant in
Deer Park, Texas, and a disposal plant in E1
Durado, Ark.. it has anphed 1o become one
of the first federally sanctioned sites for in-
clnevating PCRs. Nooe has vet been ap-
proved

The townspeapliv's
doubtedly be repeated in other comninities
as the nation wrestles with the problem of
finding places to destroy toxic wastes.
“They're using us as guinea pigs.” says
Marv More, the voung deputy township
cle who warries that the chemicals could
kaam her two chitdren,

“Everviody feels they've had it shoved
dewn their craw.” savs Glen Huphes, a
heavyenquipnient operatar. Rosemary Wil
son, e owner of i country store, savs she'll

sput the place up for sale™ i (hr PCB burn-
ing hegins,
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Poblution Frared
The eppanents e a collection of focal
people, Including  housewives.  Iaborers,

some professional prople and loca) oifieials,
They say, an tther things, that PCH
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Creek, poison inderground water supplies
and drvastically depress Joeat Land values,
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National environmental groups aren't di-
rectly involved in the dispute; more than
most people, they realize the need to dispose

of toxic chemicals someplace. However, :

some of the representatives are trving to
miake sure that things are done as safely as
possible at Logan Township.

Seientists say tests have proved that
PCRs can be safely and completely de-
stroyed by incineration. Morcover, officials
of the Environmental Protection Agency
have vowed they won't et the buring begin
wnt thev're absolutely satisfied that people
will he protected.

An EPA expert, James Marshall, direc-
tor of external programs for the agency's
New York-New Jersey office, says, *“In gen-
eral. PCHs can be incirerated without any |
public health risk’ because the temperature
{s high enough to completely transform the

ter. I some ICBs did eseape, he says, the
smokestack is constructed in such a way as
tn disperse them high enough and far
enough to minimize health risks.

As for any danger before incineration, he
says. there are “very clear tequirements’
spelled out to saleguard the public during
transpent, handling and storage,

Be that as it may, savs Mayor John
\Vnght. who works in 2 Du Pont chemical
plant. “'no lown 1 s right mimd is going to
let these Kinds of thines enme in.” Clearly,
the prople heve won't b happy untl the Rol-
fins plant is foreed out of existence, “it's
neeally aot rieht” Kennoth A. DiMuzio, a
buwvver, s; at the hearing.

All of which strikes some observers as
di ssingly ironie. For years, crities have
castigated PCHs, pointing to specific !
of the chemicals’ ming up in the Hudson
River, Nurth Carolina ditehes and even
mothes's midk. Now that the Federal governs
ment hays set rigid rules for buming the stuff
sa thoroughly thiat 9997 of whit 18 inciner-
ated is supposed 0 be destroyed. some peo-
plo see danter an that, too. A sinalar Lattle
Is raging in K} Dorado,

The Midnight Dumper

“Everybody wants it picked up: nobody
wants it put down.” says Eckhardt C. Beck,
the EPA’s regional admunistrator for New
York and New Jersey.

That could be disastrous 1f society
doesn't give industries a place to dispose of
toxic waste, Mr. Keck asks, “"what are they
going to do?” He answers his own question
succinctly: “give it to the midnight dum-
per’ who Hllegally gets rid of toxic wastes
late at night by the side of the road or in va-

' cant lots.

Mr. Beck's blunt conclusion carries omi-
nous implicaticas. extending well bevond the
440 mnililun pounds of PCB wastes said to be
strewn about the cnvironment and the 750
miition pounds of PCBs still in use. The
EPA says it may cost $50 billion to clean up
past years' midnight dumping of toxic
chemicals. Further, it is calculated that
each vear enough new hazardous waste ts
generated—and, for the most part. improp-
erly discarded - lo [il} every strect and alley
in Manhattan to knee level.

PCBs play an important role 1 this
chemical horror story. Congress specilically
banned theyr mamfacture In the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act of 197€, because they
are suspected of causing eancer and birth
detects by getting nio the air and the food
supply. PCBs were the only substance so
singled out.

Not Made Since 1977

Primarily used as insulators In electrical
equipment, PCBs haven't been made since
1977, (There are adequate  substitutes.)
Since the 750 miltion pounds stilt in use will
be phased out over the next 40 yews. PCHs
will increusingly exist solety as garlage -
dangerous garb: ‘The pianned incinera-
tion method appears to be the only way to
effectively gel 1id of 1t “It's a spooky
waste,” acknowledges Jack Lurcont, the
Rollins executive who immersed his fingers
in the PCR jar.

Rollins's president, William B. Phaliphar,
agrees. "You'te never golng to gef peugic (o
accept this.” he says in @ moment of pear-
despair. “It's jusl impossible.” Neverthe:
less, the company aiready spent more than
§500.000 preparing its plant here for the ar
rival of the F'Chs

The local opposition couldn't care less.
“The ovens of Germany have not twen de-
straved, only refocated,” tead a sim placed
in (ront of the Rollins plant gate. Another of

the townspeople’s messages  paraphrased
the paputar song “You Light Up My Lafe.”
1t said, *“You Stink Up My Life.”

Sometinies this emntion simply spills out
of cantrol. As i public h«-nrlngl 1 S{erin:
wonin began jumping atnat wildly.
tnsults at Rollins officinls, “¥f she'd hon
gun," '\1r Phuliphar says, *'she would have
shot us.”
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Tours Don't Help

Even company-sponsored tours of the
plant don't exactly dispel (ears. Behind its
high fences are discharge lagoons bubbling
like witches' cauldrons, scores of drums la-
beled with skull and ernssbones. and a
belching 300-foot smokestack. To boot, the
operation regularly emits a “sickening
smell.” says Esther Slusarski, a leading op-
ponent.

Rollins says it has already proved i1 can
do a professional job of disposing of more
than 10.000 difierent kinds of hazardous
chemicals- in Lagan Township, Deer Park
and Batun Rouge. La. It even burned PCBs
before the mere stringent federal rules took
effect. The company was instrumental in
helping the EPA determine the tougher
standards.

At least onc townsperson is convinced:
“It's better to have them burned under con-
trol than dumped somewhete,” says Grace
Filemyr, who operates a vegetable stand
across the road from the plant. “A lot of
people are making statements not based on
fact.” she says. “They go off the deep end."
Explosion Remembered

The debate is made considerably nastier
by the memory of the fatal explosion 20
nionths ago that sent black smoke billowing
thousands of feet in the air. Remembering
that, Mayor Wright says: “These people
aren't to be trusted in any way, shape or
form.”

Rollins, which contends that the accident
was precipitated by outside contractors, not

by its own employes, says the catastrophe
actually proved the plant’s satety. “"The ex-
plosion was an absolutely worst-case situa-
tion.” yet tests by outside experts showed
that toxic contamination ‘“‘was all con-
tained™ on the plant grounds, Rollins's Mr.
Larcott says.

PCHs aren't explosive and plaved no part
in causing the accident, the company says.
But one of 14 tanks involved did have mate-
rial containing PCRs in (1, and one reason
the accident caused alarm was the fear that
PCHs might have escaped into the atmos-
pheve.

The whole controversy could be resolved
withit the next few months; the EPA hopes
to conduct a test-buir, largely to measure
the effectiveness of Rollins’s monitoring
equipment. Several thmes, small quantitics
of PCHs are to be incinerated at 2,700 de-

* grees Fahrenheit. But Mayor Wright hints
! that the townspeople may resort 1o violence
to halt the test-bum. “We're trying to stop it
compietely,” he says.

EDIA officials say thut the test-burn isn't
specifically required by taw and that they
are demanding it principally as an extra
guarantee of safety. They promise that it
will be closely scrutinized. “The place will
be crawling with Feds,™ an agency spokes:
man says.

In the end, the dispute comes down to a
question of balancing the national need to
safely dispose of toxic chemicds with under-
stand-ble local wishes to see it done else-
where.

“In this neck of the woods, the general
view is 'LaetUs doat allin Nevada,”  Rollns's

reolt says. He doubts that the people
v would agree.
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