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Comment: The nature of the reporter's con- %% g' i' gg:zzge
tinuing guestioning is that Monsanto knew X E. H. Harbison
TCDD was present in the OCP and that not X J. C. McPhillibs
testing our QCP reserve sample until one month X J. S. Metcalf
after the spill was an unconscionable act. X G. Roush

Q0. Barry Gilmer (EPA Region VII) says he never asked Mcnsantc tc analyze
the reserve sample of OCP, but rather to prepare two samples for EPA

anzlysis. You said he asked you to test your product sample for TCDD.
whose telling the truth?

A. The seguence of events was that Harry Gilmer called Monsanto and
" asked if there were any TCDD in the OCP. We said no, we never =found

any. He asked us if we ever tested the product reserve sample frem
this shipment. We said no, we hadn't. Mr. Gilmer said, will you
test your reserve sample for TCDD and will you prepare two samples

. for EPA evaluations. We said we would. We reported the trace TCDD
levels in a phone call the p m..0of Feb. 8 and delivered two SQmples
to the airport on Feb. 10 for the EPA to evaluate.

Q. W¥Why &id this one sample have TCDD levels and your other evaluations
not show it? -

A. TCDD is a production impurity. Due to process varlabllltles, we
develooeﬁ.;he—TCDD. We are working to find where in the process the
small amount dot in and eliminate the contamination. {(Went into
dioxin ubqulty from the position paper).
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Q. Will you send me a press release when you find the problem iIn your
.0CP?

A." There will be no press release. The contamination is at a miniscule
level, jJust barely above what sophisticated analytical equipment

can measure. We*"l1l find the contamination and eliminate i1it. We"re
not concerned.

Your not concerned?

A. No, this low level contaminant is no threat to the citizens of

Sturgeon. We haven’t found it in the past and we"ll work to
eliminate 1It.

Q. Has the EP-A askec for the health records of your workers iIn the
"1Illinois plant that makes OCP?

A. No.

Q. It sure would be reassuring to the Sturgeon residents to know that

your workers at the plant, exposed over 40 years of production, didn"t
have health problems.

I know of no health problems associated with our OCP production unit.
ITf 1 can get any facts on this, 171l get them to you.

Warren Easley reports from Washington that the EPA has asked the county

health people to craw blood and urine samples from cleanup workers and
a press release will be issued.

Dr. Roush called Dr. Poole, EPA, and learned that in addition to blood/
urine samples from cleanup workers, the EPA has a list of 15 other things
they might do. Steve Jellineck will decide how many they will do.

Attached is an interesting feature in the Feb. 12, 1979, CE£E News on
dioxins.
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Source of Answer: Position Paper Handled by: R. C. Isham



