)'*;;the recurrence of such s situation,.

Bew York

dr. 2. K. Ball - . Tulse

Continental Eafiniug Company - Deggmber‘lg; 1944 ¢
Artesia, New Mexico SR

AIRMAIL - PERSONAL
Lesr Oégaf:

" 'We are attaching hereto copy of CLiff Lenington's report on his s«ctivities
for the psst week. As you know, Cliff spent his eniire time at the Conti-
nental Refining Companyt's plant in Artesia investigsting the exposure of
severul men #ho were repsiring & 10,000 barrel leaded gesoline tank. 4lso
attached you will find & copy of the Artesiua Advocate for Thursday Becember_
14 whlch discusses this tank cleuning uxposure. ‘ '

I think you vill LEres that this was handled very well on the part of the
. newspaper, I{ there are any fqrther'articlas in the newspaper we ®ill see
jfthat copiea are sent to you. *;,: : ,

,Cliff'a report 1& complete and we believe covers. the ”gap“ in this story

Undoubtedly the report and the findings of the Medical Department will fully
-complete this story so that we will know what to’do in the future to prevent
vill definitely &sep you advisec as ,

HRB/bar,
Att&ch.: a B

ces  Dr. ﬁ;:A:-Kéﬁhéyg?ﬁérscpal'¥f$%rm§ii
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. ompnn . %
. o»pitnlized after workintp‘nth.;f:*i;%

th'-27th nnd was finishod ges«: or 13

;b@ped me that four men
pr%viounly clenned starti

r 1. mailed you e detailed supplenientary report after receivin: ths siave s
[’ the Oan tine ¥r. Gillespie and:D Btroup, the physician in ¢ arm of the gggé
aeoa,made contact with out Ketter1n0~Labratcriee An Céneinad?i, Chic, Thace e ﬁﬂ:
vere st ‘a,1logs to detarmine ‘the cause of the: above Allnese and as & lrt rasenry ¢n
their attempt at diagnoeis they decided to: cnll mé in regard o the posc ‘biliey of
lead poisoning and eapecially gince on3 case was haconming pﬂtu1941,,~" Corio e L%
V»wao for this reasen that they contacted me and ‘¥ in turn cOﬂtacteu cur “ulen {(©fig:
. shieh. rnaulted in D . atrcap & above mantioned censultation wiil tho ictierin | Labrae

\’toriee.'

i E {
;The fbrgo;ng resulted in Dro uchradin making a tr p accompaniad by me, Lo Arteein, ie .
#7'In the .following parafraphﬂ I will attempt to explain in detail all the conclitiens
~surrounding thie tank and hops that in some way we might hii upon shsl scuelly hap-
panad to these men. ‘Possibly somo of the other Safety knginesrs upon rcann; theco
eircumstances might have -pome ideas or experience in regerd Lo uny of the couditiona
:mhich occurrade 1 om not g going intc detnil in regerd to tha physienl conliticon ¢f
. theabove patients as thet id strictly up to Cre’ uchra:Ln/. & 1 sex 1L vy convern in
“this matter 1lies in the condition of the tank: ,.thc procadurd used iu ciown;ﬁ tha
tank snd what ever informetion I geined on my last irip thore afior the ropaive hed
been almost completed end how this: work hﬁd bavn ca*rled cut and what 17 enythines
had Occurrud thnt was unueual. 4"ﬂg R : :

- rateted nhnve we ntarted thie tank claaning on. \avembar tka 27tk and finished 34
Rovember tha 29th. Let me make. it cléar here that this tank was cleancd for ithe pur-
pose ‘of" pouring concrete onlys They were dif&nitely Anforrded that this ~ank was not
t1éad. fres and consequently was unsafs for any typc.ol hot worke Lot me digress fron
‘_the subject a moment and state here that in my opinion, and uy roporte wl 111 benr e
out, ‘@ tenk is nevor lead free unless it:han been sanblastad, b, this 1 mear: abnoluinl
safa for any type of vorks, I do consider certain types of clsuning as beinj sate for
. certain types of work and 1 state now. that in my opinion this tank was safe for tic
type of work tc be done snd ty examination on my seccnd trip back bears ne out in tial
the bottonm of this itank was eafa to be workad on in the ortholox nanmer, and for =int

they au‘d thay were zoing Lo o.v
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Thiu t nk cleaning progresned ulthout incidmt and all aa"ot,; prcaut ions wero oboperved.
%o finished the clemnning in the weninﬁ, and the tark bottom was dry that is ithe rludge
_had been removed and the bottom awwped ‘#ith fullers earth. They turned in the aboam
-4that night and mccording to their raporta the Bonk was steamed the niJ ta of the 2Gth
“and 30th. Then the tank: lay idle one day and then tho staan was again on the night of
“Degember the 2nd and.was oteamed all day and night of the 3rd. The tank loy idle until
L t.he 9th -of December vhen they etarted work. Before work started the tank wan tested
for. gas and was found'to bo gas free. Thirteen men entored the tank to pour the con-
re‘bo. ‘Four men out . of these thirteen were hoepitalized and ono of these nen, iuey
obies was one of tho original tank cleanors and he was .dismipsed from the hospital
after ono daye. At noon two. of the uen complained that thoy wore ‘not” fesling well snd
;the asbove Fuey Nobles was one of thom and he did not re-cnter “the tank and io now

. well, the othor Re L, Bynum, the msn who bocare wost soriously 111’ end finally dled
_re-entered the tank and finished the days worke The complete 1list of the mon snd
“their condition will be formmrded to you by the Madicsl Departuent end there 1s no
necd for mylduplicutin it, howmover, if vou 8o request I have 11: rvailnble. A :

"‘hia wao a 10,000 barrel tenk with a curve& roof and had been 1n service 2.9 yaara

" and was installed second hand. It hed a 25" manhead, ono 4% and £" opening at the
opporite 6ide from the manhead, ons 4" end 6" opening on ‘he ro0La Ihio tank did not
have a water draw. The bottém leaked but not suffociontly to drain o"f the steanm
condensato, so before work wae started o hole had to be punched in the boltonm so tha
water could be drained, Yhen lire Gillespie , DH. Schradin and I locked et the ternk
for the purposc ¢f finding lerke there wac no evidence of ouch leske. A" you know
£t was first thought whon hearing of thie accidont that the cendition of this tank
botiom was so bad “Lrat - there mizht have been & poseibility of slulpe oozing throurh
the bottonm mnd thus cauning o hazard., Upon sxaminagtion thia condition hss been elim
inated entirelye. The only thing that they did in thelr procadure in reopairing thio
tank that I peraonally hove had no exporienco with and vhich may or may not have co
" tributed to the accident wno that en air hoso connected to threir conpressor was in-
stalled in thas tenk opporite fron the wanhead the ides ef vhich was to give the men
‘more iy whilo thoy worked. Jowr, as 1 sec it {here are sovorcl peossibilitées comnsc
with 4his procedure. Test were wade snd our liedieal Departmont will evaluate thar.
A Tar as the cleaning en? the repair of this tenk ie concerned there was nothing
tfiat was dono thei was not in accord v.-itb our knom rules and repulalicns for safe’

¢4 thera nre any questmns in your mind which I Liave not wnswered I would epprecia
" hearing from ycu. There are so many thinge ccncerned An a situation of this type ¢
it is dif’“iml‘b to report thom. If ycu, with mere inmowledge than 7, have any criti
of my handling of *his affair from etart to finich, it wculc‘ bs fully appreciatad,
1 had the same situstion to srise I could not do differently and my main intersct
18 in tho preveniion of a ré-ocCurronces
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