
MONSANTO POLYMERS & PETROCHEMICALS

From: lafety

Date December 11, 1972 cc: File - Asbestos

Subject : OSHA - Asbestos Standard

TO H. C. Clark 
W. H. Collier 
G. E. Davenport 
J. S. Hagood 
E. E. Hendrikse

R. J. Holtschlag 
W. G. Juhl 
J. L. Kilby
R. G. McNeely
S. G. Pappas

An OSHA standard on asbestos became effective on July 7, 1972. The 
standard applies wherever asbestos is used. This plant is affected 
primarily because of asbestos usage in insulation. A summary of 
the requirements of the standard and efforts at Chocolate Bayou to 
meet these requirements is shown on the attached.

A copy of a Corporate Medical Department bulletin on asbestos is 
being circulated to the addressees. Additionally, you will soon 
receive a copy of the October 18, 1972 Federal Register "Occupational 
Safety and Health Standards". Section 1910.93a is the full text of 
the asbestos standard.

As is the case with all OSHA standards, the employer is responsible 
for compliance. Our contractors, therefore, have prime responsibility 
(OMC for insulation, Leavesley for furnace mortar, etc.). We are 
working with the contractors to insure compliance at this site.
Monsanto employees may be exposed when in the area where insulation 
containing asbestos is fabricated, installed or removed.

Insulation manufacturers have responded to pressure from industry 
and are preparing to market asbestos-free insulation. Plant Engineering 
is working with CED in identifying a suitable replacement for 
asbestos insulation. This should reduce the exposure during work 
with new insulation, but the exposure during demolition of existing 
insulation will remain.

C. H. McComb

CHMrljl
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