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Brussels,24June2021
Re:Newapproachtochemicalsmanagement andthe Chemicals Strategyfor Sustainabilty
DearCommissionerSinkeviiu,
1am uring ©youonbehalfoftheCabal nstute,theglobal representativebody forthecobaltvalue chain,1 request ameetingwihyoutodiscussthe‘essential se’concept proposed i theChemicalsStrategy for
‘Sustainability and its potential impact on research and innovation, andtheEU's ability toattain its
‘sustainabilityandindustrialobjectives.

TheCobaltInstituterecognisesefforts arebeing madetospeeduptheclassification andriskmanagement
ofsubstancesbutnotesthisshouldnotbeattheexpenseofrobustandrigorousassessments,thelackof
hichcould lead tounintendedconsequences.Weaeeagerto continue engaging withtheCommision in

isefforts to protect cizens and the envionmentwhi oostng novatonfosae andsustainable
chemical.

Equally,we sheretheCommissionscommitmenttomovetoward acircular and sustainableeconomyand
ighight the crucial role hat coball wil play in achieving these ambiious. goals,Cobal's unique

propertiesmakeit a rcal component intheenergytransition,form electricmabytoload balancing
renewableelectricitythroughenergy storage.

Withtherca ofcobaltinmind, wv wouldiketorisesomeconcernsabout theChemicalsStrategyfor
Sustainasity and iheproposed ‘essentialuse’concept.
Weareconcerned thatthe proposalswould notbringaddedvaluetothe existingchemicalsmanagement
roqultoryframeworkand oudneviabybecome an addonal layerofequator complexty, and
theuncertaintycausedbytheessentialuse conceptwouldhinderthe European Unioninachieving its.
Sustainabitygoss.
Inparticular,vewould ask:

+ Whysthere a need to change the cuentsystem?
+ Whatwilbethesocio-economic impactof applying genaric isk managementprocedures andan
essentialusederogation?

«Fins any assessmentboenmadeofthe unintendedconsequences oressentialsubstances — for
exampleondsincantiisingimvestment?

«How wil heCommision avoid the fos of industries thaareno essentialnow,but wilba in the
future?

Depending onho the EUC isdefinedand applied,webalieve itcouldhavenegative impacts,suchas
preventingsociety from beneftingfrom valuabetechnologies andproductswhiehrely onsubstances.
belied as. non-essentil, hindering. innovation,or having a domino. efect Indeed, ndusties. are
interconnected. and it may behardofl measure the impact of banning non-essential use
substances. Moreover,the crcl industries of todaymaynotbethecrcal ndustnes of omorrow, and
hetachnologes and substances require nthe utrmaynot be denied 5essential today
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Wevwoud etohavethe apportunity odiscuss ith youhowthe meals industry canconti o protecting
citizens andtheenvironmentandachievingthe EU'ssustainabilitygoals. |willaskmyofficetocontactyours.ndsee such ameeting woudbeposse.
‘Sincerely,
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