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Industriclists Clalm Dangers
Of PCB Hove Been Exoggeraiad

MADISON, Wis (AP} — The state's
twoday hearing this weck on proposals
to restrict discharge of the industrial
chemica? polychloringted biphenyis, of
PCls, found environmentalisis and
Industrialists in a classic struggle.

Environmentalists, including L4 Gov.
Martin Schreiber, contend that PCR
levels have reached alarming propor:
tions and lhreaten human hie.

They want severe controls on PCB use
and di=possl, il not an outright ban,

Industrialists, especially paper
recyclhing companies, claim the dangers
of PCHS have been exaggerated and that
restrictions oa the discharge of the
chemical could cripple vital production

Commercial production of PCBs began
in 1929 In electrical transformers, Over
the years, increascd uscs were found for
ihe chemical and it made its way wmto
such producis as plastics, paints, In-

- sulating and hydraulic fluids, caulking

compounds, inks, adhesives and car.
bonless carbon paper.

“There's not anything Imaginable that
al one time or anolher someone hasn't

r
tricd to use PCBS in,” remarked W.B.
Papagcorge of Monsante Chemical Co,,
sole producer of PCES in the U S.

Environmentalists werc alerted to the
hazards of the chemical when an out-
break of PCB poisoning hit Yushe, Ja-
pan, in the late 19605

The culprit was a batch of rice oil, a
popular cooking ingredient

A leaking heat exchanger, it was later
discovered. had laced the oil with PCB
during the manufacturing process.

Since then, federal agencics such as
the Environmental Protection Agency
have urged stricter policies on the use of
PCBs The US Department of
Agriculture sel tolerance levels for
humman consumption in vartous foods.

Studies by the Wisconsin Department
of Natura! Resources show that PCB
contanunation has become ublquitous,
Figh are the most frequent carriers of the
chemlcal, .

DNR surveillance section chief Stanton
Kielnert said PCBs in fish from Green
Bay, Lake Michigan, the upper Mis-
sissippl River and the Fox River near

Portage excced safe levels set by ihe
FDA,

The agency also found cshipments of
carp from Lake 'epin with exveessive
PCB levels, resulting in orders lo halt
commercial carp flishing n the lake

The stale Mealth Deparlment has
warned anglers in certaln arcas not to
est more than one fish 2 week becausc of
possible danger

Unsafe PCB levels have also been
found In various sew age treatment plants
and in industrial dischiarges, parlicularly
from paper recychng faclories

As » result, the DNR considered
proposals to limit PCB discharge rates
and to curtesl the sale and use of the
chemical.

The paper indusiry, posiing proudly to
its record of efforts tn the envsronmental
cause, feels caught in & squeeze

“If we were banned from dischacging
any PCBs at all, with our preseat
technology, we would have {0 back away
irom the use of waste paper,"’ said Grof!
Collett of Consolidated Papers, Inc,
Wisconsin Rapids

His remark was echoed by other paper
recyclers.

Limits suggested by the DNR are
unressonable, tos, they sand, and would
force companies (0 use econermacaily un-
fe'.l-ubl! alternatives
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Oppose
PCB Ban

Journat Madison Bure'au‘

Madison, Wis, — A siate pro-
posal o limit discharges of (he
chemical polychiorineted by
phenyis (PCB)_fo ncar zero
would raise econodmic hiavoc
with the paper recycling indus-
try, a psper company spokes-
man seid Thursday.

The statement was made by
Richard W. Wand, vice presw
dent of the Bergsirom Paper
Co., al the first of a two dsy
heacing on Department of Nat-
ural Resources proposals lo
limit dischergea of the ehemi-
cal Lo no more than 5 parts per
mihon in & 24 hour tomposite
sample,

It was noted at the hearing
that 19 of Wisconsin's pulp
snd paper miils recycle waste
papert,

State investigators have re-
ported significant amounis of
PCB in discharges fiom the
Rergsirom a2 nd Forl Howard
Paper Companies, which recy-
cle waste paper, and a Nation-
Portage. The Bergstrom flom is
in Necnah and Fort Howard is
in Green Bay.

In Carbonless Carbon

The Investipators irace the
PCB t0 earbonlass carbon pa-
par in which PCB has been
used.

Wand said thet Bergstrom
had no control over the PCB
because it had never bought
any of it and that # would be
kinpossible Lo test all Lhe wasle
it accepted [n order to identify
ft s presence. In addition, he
said, there was no evidencs
that the type of PCB found in
its plant was the same type
found in the fatty tissue of hsh
that was csusing coacern for
regulatory agencies.

. Not Prumary Causs

Howard Ness of New York,
representung tha National As-
sociation of Recycling Indus.
tries, Inc., said it would be un-
fait to blamae the recyclers
when they were not the pn-
mary cause of PCBs beng
thete,

Zero dischnrge tules for

_ auch paper pianis wouid be un-

Turn to PCBi.. pege 3 col, -?;:

MILWABKEE JOURNAI,
| Pulp Mills'
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necessary and disastrous, Ness
savd

Lt Gov, Martin Schreiber,
in & statemen{ read for hmm,
said it hoped the heanng
would draw altention {0 Lhe
fect that while Monsanls

Cheral e only meke|
er. of Wﬁuam

had resincted jis.salg 1o riosed |

Uees, W 8§ bamg umport
fresh other counir.es u}?&m
ABEQUITE THBRAOTING. ———me

; Aspin Favors Ran

A representaive for Rep
Les Aspin (D-Wis) saud Aspin
favorcd an outnight ban on dis.
charges of the chermcals into
sinte surface waters,

“What recent research has
offered to us s a further
; strengihening of the opinion ol
_many federal, Wisconun and
_other Great Lakes stalea agen-
,cies that PCBs pase a potential

long term hazard 10 humans.”
"Aspin saxd i prepared testimo-

ny

lie said he would support
federal action in the matter

Albert K. Forster of Mad:
son, secrelary of the Wiscon-
sin [zaak Walton League, smd
the orgamzation opposed the
use of any chemicalg until they
! were proven safe.

L

| TheFood and Drug Adminis-
:tratlon has set a 25 part per
‘miliion tolerance for PCB in
mik and 3 for fish, and recent.
ly dramatized Its concern over
the industnal chemrcal by serz-
ing carp from Green Bay and
Lake Pepin that exceeded that
amount,

This tojerance was based on
the no effect level determined
from studies of Japanese fami-
lies who suflered skin discolor-
ation, loss of hair and liver
trouble when PCB accidentaliy
got into their cooking otl 1o
1968,
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‘Classic Struggle’
. Develops at PCB Hearings

I | MADISON, Wiv (AF) — The fsh & week because pussible
! stule g tuo - das hearing this' g,
::c:tl;m::u M t‘;s- h;,,;::;:?ﬁ Lnsale ¥CD Ievels have olso
chemical palychlortnated h-pb-lhm' faund lln various uurdq.
enyly, of PUHg fond m\hml‘"ﬁmm planis and wn indus.
mentalists and indusiziglista tn o 1aF discharyes  pariculaity.
a classic sirupgle { Irom paper tecychng actorts
Envirnamenalisls, Incinding Ay & resull, the DNVR coned-
L e HTat o anretbar onk: ered p.opesals 1o intt PCR dis.
nd 1bat PCU. Jecls hawe Ch2TRO Iales 82d ln eurinl the
t.:.d..d alarming P:;'Dﬂl:;: saie and uze of the chomicad
ard Threalen human bie ml P'mu":::'ﬂ o{vulrr;lul:g
They want severe contrals on P7 y [

PCB wee aod dupesal, U pa [0 M8 enuronmiulal caune,

togls caugit m & oy
an sutrighl ban T, u:‘v.m sanned from dls
Industriatits, """'"'"“’l P&: ehargunz any PCRe ot afi, wik

per recyeling companses, our gpresemt fechaudogy, we
the dangers of PCBt have been oiqpave (o0 back swav from
lorw on the discherge o D% Geor Cofiel of Ownsabidated
chemical Cowld cripple  \Hal Fapers, Ine . Wascunsin M

production | Jtix remark u's:“_ by

Commeroial  preduction .
PCRe bogan in (28 In eleciricati P AP EEVONS o
transformars  Over the years.! Yle the
iocressod uses werp lound bh::eu u:«':l“?:uld' mlu. “'l-’
the chemcal ond 1 made gty e economically wn

wiy inlo surh praductt 32 plas- re.mhle ahernalives
s, painie, insulacing br- “Besides, they poml ouf, mot
dravtic  fusdy, cauliing %-gm ix known show (be
,smm .ému of Py to
H ! y sctoa

2 not an huh-l
able that ot ene tnm:ifr anpiber l.& a:"m 517’.?..'3:
wmeoos hasnl dried t8 WS, oy veyiimony

" eyenied dwy
PCBs " remarked W. B |00 paanng .J'.um;; to ﬁ:c‘l
-1 & solulien. '
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