Jenvary 6, 1944,

Vi e e g 8

Dearinv. Tumns -

It has been apparent for some time that the post-war
.period way bring new and far-reaching developments in the
application of standards to commerce. It ias a matter of deep
concern to the Department of Coumerce that the work of the
Natlonal Bureau of Standards shall be organized to serve the
public effectively 23 new condltiona dwelop atter the war.

With this object in view I requestod ¥r: Carroll L.
Vilson to explore the outlook for standards in commerce, and
to nake recomuendations for improving the effectiveness of
the KBS snd the Department of Commerce in this field. Ir.
¥vilson's report is enclosed, You will notice that the report
‘concludes that. there will he important opportunities for
standards. development, and that-thie will extend to new ficlds,
particularly to the developrient of perforrance standerds for
goods sold.to the ultimate consumer. It concludes further
that effective service will require extenslive changes in the
approaches hitherto followed by the m,s #nd by private
organizations,

I am hopeful that the re,s.sorb»’"ma,y be made to serve as
a basis on which the needeod chanses can be tuilt. However,
from conversations with Dr. brigge, ¥r, Wilson and others,
I am convinced that the future of the NHational Bureau of
Standards is intimately hound up with a careful and objective
review of the situation. .

I am therefore asking the Visiting Comnlttee if it will
undartske to advise the Department of Cormerce on anpropriate
steps which it might undertake in the nromotion and development
of standards in commerce. I am cure that the Visiting Copmlttee
‘will find the Wilson recommendations useful as e starting point.
¥r. Wllzon has supgested that it might be well to call on &

DF mumber of leaders in the stendards movemant to consider how
. g such & rrogram could be got under way. Dr.‘Brig;gq and hias staff,
- - and also ¥r. Wilson, will be very gled to mifgest hgmes of persons
/ 4 l}tho might contribute to the diecussi.on, and to aasint\the
derta)d.ng.



I em enclosing a half dozen coples of the veport,’

in the hope that you will tranemit thez to.the mesbers
of your Committeo. i

Sincerely yours,

WAYHE ©, Tadi

. Wayne C. Taylor,
Acting Secretary of Cormerce.

Dr. Gano Dunn, B

The 4. G, ¥hite Engineering Corporstion,
€0 Browud Street,

Kew York 4, New York.

encle.




