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ASBESTOS COMPANIES ORGANIZE TC REBUT ‘UNIMFORMED CRITICISM' FROM ENVIRONIENTALISTS

Asbestos is not z major air pollutznt and studies are reiuforcing chie position that
asbestos poses no hazard to thé general public, spolesmen fop-the asbestos manufaccuring
industry told the press at a briefing to announce formation of the Asbestos 'Information
Associarion/Forth America,

Organized by eight of the largest asbestos wanufacturcls, New York-based ATA/NA w
publicly rebut "irrespeasible znd uninformed criticism” end provide information on asb
tos and health. Harcld dMcNabb, president of Piping and Plastics lndustries Dlvls*oh,
Certoin~teed Products Corp. is AIA/HA president. Directors are from Matiomal Gypsum
Co., GAF Coxp., Flintkote Co., Johns-Xenville Coip., Panacon Corp., Woecdward Iron Co.,
and Raybestos~i{fanhattan.

New York City ané Philadelphia zre currently considering’ pL0yasals to ban the uvsz of
asbesuoq in spray insulationt used in high-rise building constructions, and a rapidly
1 numbey of oity =nd eratres povarnmants are looking to ban or stricrly regulace
certain asbhestos pvoduﬁts, AIA/SA secretary, W.P. Raines, told the press.

Attacks on asbestos from politicians have come from many concerned for the public
welfare but others represent '"little more then attempts to cash in on the current interest
dn the environment," he said,

Despite evidence that brake linings release only a small fraction of their asbestos
when brakes are applied, many "doctors, writers, politicians, and othecrs™ still point
" to brake lining wear as a substantial source of asbestos air contaminacrion.

Asbestos irn Air of Small Consequence
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Actually the amount of asbestos in community air is of small consequence, according
to Raines. A New Yorker, in a lifetime of 70 years, would be exposed to an amouat no
greater than cmploye exposure in an ashestos mine or plant in two-and-a-~half working
days, at levels recommended 3s safe by industrial hygienists. -

“"There is no evidence, scientific or otherwise, that anyone in the general public has
ever contracted any disedse from expesure to the minute amounts of asbestos that exist
in the community air," he said, and potential hazard to people living near asbestos
mines, mills, and plants has disappeared with development of dust control technology.

There is no reason to ban the use of any asbestos—containing product and it would,
in fact, be unwise to substitute unproven materials, the possible health effects o£ which

are unknoéwn, he said. - .
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