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Asbestos at the docks.

Slri—1 refer to the article by Dr
Alfred Byrne, "Docker* Fear
Health Peril from Asbestos.” in
the present state of scientific
medical knowledge, mesothe-
lioma should not. surely, be
allowed to cause panic reactions
until the fullest details regard-
ing its distribution and causes
aré fully understood.

_the work of our dockers, un-
like that of men Iin albeatos
production industries, is non-
continuous and limited as to
tlifie and exposure to injurious
substances. Dr Byrne’s “earlier
article, to _ which he refers,
implies quite terrifying risks
even to persons handling pre-
Baratlo_ns of asbestos commonly
sed in _their own household
chores. From what he has said
Itfj!COU|d appear that the danger
of: mesothelioma_ might “be
present on any building site or
ini the homes of the public
where preparations such as
asbestos, wool-lagging are com-
monly used.

'‘Although asbestos _has _ not
b*en regarded_ as havmg likely
association with the develop-
ment of mesothelioma among
the dockers one is unable to sa
that scientific investigations still

oing on concerning a_ variety
nown as croddolité might not
gite day show it as a noxious
apbstance of more severe signi-
ficance.

LT_he Port of London Authorit
during the summer of 1965 were
aftive_in co-operating with the
NIFitM) &F Yabour LT urkie
g pursue Investigations and
formulate measureS by which
apy sort of risk from “asbestos
cargoes generally would best be
tickled. “ On the findings and
recommendations o f.these in-
quiries representations were
made to the shippers to ensure

u

new and better
packaging .crude cargo« of
asbestos coming into the
country. The report produced
to the parties concerned does
not apparently diverge to any
greaf extent from what was sub-
%eque?tly tCIrClIJ:|at(t3d bey OImy
epartmen ort of London
ALR?\OI’I'[ statf?; It was concluded
that such risk as there might
be In this country would hot
amount to moré for dock
labourers than for other workers.

Dr Byrne's articles are of
Interest “as containing expres-
sions of broad scientific conjec-
ture published where they will
attract attention from many who
have no access. to informed and
Impartial opinion.

In _his concluding paragraphs
one is happier when noting an
admission * that questions™ of
Packaglng_and Ioadln? are in
act exercising the " Tngenuity
of doctors, scientists and” indus-
trialists throughout the world."
Dr Byrne, however, does not
ive credit to the Port of Lon-
on Authority for the part which
they have played ana areWpIay-
Ing” in this cOnnection, hen-
ever questions are raised about
objectignable cargoes the
Authority is inyvariably Inter-
ested to seek for and press
measures by which these can be
mitigated and controlled. )

. The Authority’s health policy
is directed to prevention rather
than passive acceptance of un-
*kngwn risks,. Accident Preven
tion Committees, on which sit
TEpreventaiives 6F Y staff,
meet regularly at the docks and
their questions and_observations
on subjects of physical accidents
and possible injuries to health
are regularly “passed to the
Authority’s head offlde, where
they are ‘considered and advised
on by members of management

methods of
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and of the medical department
Xn conclusion. It can be said
that aim* December,

comprehensive returns of health
of all Port of Xiondon Authority
staff were initiated, thereijs no
instance of any case of *sShes-
tosis, or malignant growth of
the  lung attributable to
asbestos, or Of mesothejpoma,
being r(leforted in the service.

M Lawrence-Smfth,

Medical Officer, fort

of London Autholr(lty

London ECS
Dr . Atfr S intor LSnrrance-
m’llt L’bél ﬁks%'»«f)al W(t)i thsAcvpil
INts in circular, to .pc_)ctfr.l.
whi jcurthy
aenrsisl
mi
ancki.MorsoVitr. | and no coMfort in

his assertion that m case* « mean,
ihellonik neve arisen «nee 10% stein*
that 11 takea sn aversse of m wars for
the tumour to appear. jfc

Fixing the rate $
Sir,—We were intrigued = to
learn TrOM last Sunday’s jhrticle

("Dockers feat health per| from
asbestos ") that payments of 2s.
per hour” has some beneficial
or preventive effect on pleural
cancers from inhaled asbestos,
and would appreciate informa-
tion on the research wl#eh led
to the fixing of a particular sum
to combat™ the occurrgnce of
mesothelioma. %
b This printciplelénf prtgj
ayment cou er
ez){te%d%d to otherpfof
disease. Just to make
the case of the dock4 ..
WouIEi suggest, that 2s. ?r*d. or
P8 i e o ey e eoeh
more beneficial. ’
J L J de Bary, MROS,
LRCP.DIH
, Ward Gardner, .

A

DIH

D C Murphy, BSft
FR IC, FlInst Pot. *

»

Fawley, Hjnts
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- Hazards of asbestos dust

. Asbestos dust may be mom insidiously
lethal than many authorities believe. The current
Issue of the medical journal “The Lancet”
reports the death of a man of 48 from the
coincident development of asbestosls and an
associated form of cancer. HU only exposure
to asbestos dust had occurred thirty yean ago
when he worked for six months as a grinder
in an asbestos factory. The case raises several
issues, ail of social importance.

First, under the existing structure of the
Prescribed Diseases Regulations, no claim for
disability can be made for the malignancy
associated with asbestosls or the asbestosis itself
unless exposure to asbestos can be established
as having occurred after July 4, 1948, which is
s purely administrative date relating to the Intro*
duction of the regulations. ft is quit« dear that
the Ministry of Sodai Security should review
these regufttkms In their application to ell
diseases which have a long induction period, such
as bone necrosis following work In compressed
air, and various forms of tumour whose
association with working environments Is only
now becoming dear.

Second, attention should be given to those
points In the carriage of bulk asbestos which
fall outside the 1931 Asbestos Industry Regula-
tions. These regulations are at present being
amended because It U now realised that they
are inadequate la the light of present know]
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edge, yet they are itffl taken aa providing safe
exposure limbs in such place* as docks and
transient storage warehouses. Fears expressed
by dockers hindbng asbestos have been allayed
by an ismmnee that malignancy cannot zeault
unless exposure has been heavy «s§p to cause
ashestos!*. This is a dangerous assumption, no
longer supported by informed medical opinion.

It is all too obvious that the uncontrolled
tipping of asbestos mite, like that which took
place In Buxwortbh, In Derbyshire, presents a
serious hazard which needs to be suppressed
by all possible means Including proper legists*
tion. There la no longer any question of **safe ”
exposure to asbestos, but there Is an urgent
need of new rigorously controlled methods of
handling and packaging. Further, (hen axe
experiments usd« my which propose asphalt*
asbestos mixtures for road surfaces. If these
prove successful many thousand! of tons of
asbestos might be used on the roads each year.
With wear, would such a surface produce dust,
and would asbestos particles begin to roach the
atmosphere along all the roads where it was
used? Unless these questions can be answered
with a stringently proven negative, any authority
which uses such, surfaces experimentally might
be guilty of an action which both morally, and
in Its results, Is as serious as the indiscriminate
exposure of a population to high levels of
lonising radiation.

P.004
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BEING loaded on board ib« MV-
BEAVEROAK at the Rovai Victoria
Dock is the British Rail Pacific Locomo-
tive DOMINION OF CANADA «hick Is
being presented to the Canadian Railroad
Histones! Assoclauon for display |n their
Moatrcai museum.

Ibe locomotive had been withdrawn

- from service and era* do* to balcrap ed,
bal after beta« approached by M

of Tala and Lyle Ltd*

British Rail atretd to make a gift of It
« *to the Association.

While la the workshop«, oof of tan-
ning order and short of tome parts, the
question of restoring and repainting the
engine arose,

ate and Lyle—who hart n substantial
investment in the Canadian and Dominion
Sugar Company—undertook to .assist with
the cost of the work, which was carried
oat at a cost of £1,660.

~Globe- -trotting chiefs will

C ROUND - the - world
.tripe for two lop PLA
nen will mean a render- *
voas In Tokyo, after each ...

PLA’a chairman,’ who will.

meet in Tokyo

Calgary and  from Mon-

has crossed half the
have arrived-via Montreal, . tréai back to Londam, a
g::)ebcelfmm a dlfferenl,, where be is scheduled to month after leaving Lon*

tion
TRAVELLER NUMBER

NE is Director-General-,
Mr. Dudley Perkins, whose. _is guest of
itinerary- takes him. vj Honolulu,
Frankfurt, Rome, Karachi. Vancouver,.
-and _Bangkok, where he is, Winnipeg.

to si»yJor a day; through «*
10 Hong Kong, where het i

hold.a luncl heon and\*v»

.V receptlon and on e to**

: Tokyo toe the Inlemation:

**al Assoclauon of Porta and

. -Harbours + + ."Conference.;,* the

V IchThere he W|II meet... :o yft continuo-

T
 the SIX day
Tokyo.

Lord — Rimo«.—  train .

I .stay for several days and -
‘meet Canadian shippers, at
whose Council luncheon’ he

after stops at

e two men wHfattend ..

' ference tour of Japan wnh
other delegates,
Director-General .will

i
Honolulu,.Vancouver, <by
across Canada, to» :

on.

Lord_Simon win return
from Tokyo via Anchor-
age, Alaska and Hamburg
before finishing bis shorter
trip after three weeks away
from -home.

The trips are designed as
PLA sellmg tours and dur-

g

honour;-
Toronto -and

conference— |n

0St-C ing  the-* ruelling, busi-
ncss-pa travels, both

and then . risen h*  .nake ValaWW
business associates and

learn more about foreign
handlingand  container
lechnioues.------- -—------

S+ way ®via

A WOMAN Mr WITH A
CONSTITUENCY OUTSIDE OF
DOCKLAND HAS CHAL-
LENGED THE MINISTER OF
LABOUR, MR. RAY GUNTER,
OVER THE CANCER DANGER
TO DOCKERS WHO HANDLE
CARGOES OF ASBESTOS.

Mrs. Joyce Butler, labour MP
for Wood  Green says she is not
satisfied with the reply jbe Minister
gave to her question’in Parliament
on_this |ssue

Mr. Gunter Mid:

cAsbesms» is a lung disease whlch
is contracted through working daily
over a period of months or yean in
fairly heavy concentrations of
ashestos dust

1 am informed that there k no
recorded _case of a docker con-
tracting Rsbestoxis iron fail work,
and dockers are therefore no more

* likely to get long cancer tfaaa any-
body else.

VERY RARE

appears that asbestos is also
assoclated with another kind of can-
‘Cer called mesothelioma. ~ This
«fleets the covering rather -than the
substance,of the lun
also affec
the abdominal cavity. It u i | very
wrare disease. L
- Even now. with all tie ub ity
that has been given to tha subjecl in
mthe medical and nation; | press, re-

“ths I|n|ng of

ports ‘of new. cases an still only'
coming |n at the rate cf less than.;

50 a yeal

ea81 yeaﬁa subnamai —|j01y
ere thought to hav:
* cupationai exposure m asbestos .

Three main kinds of rsbestos are
imported into this courtry. About-
three-quarters of it is cirysotile or
white “asbestos; about one-filth is
amosrlc_or brown aslestos, and
about one-twentieth is crocldolne or
blug asbestos.

Current evidence pouts to blue
asbestos as being the variety most
commonly associated with mesothe-
lioma.

It is_impossible to be certain 1hal
the cfthcra are_ harmies.,

risks are certainly much less Ihan
*

with_blue asbestos.
The chance Ihal an; Individual-
docker will get reesohelioma la

This
cautions that have been uken in'lhe

ast. My Department is revising the R

Bocks Regulanons  ta..
additional precautions. [0
n the meantime we have r "
commended to the producers, i
porters and users that isbestos
any kind should only b: imported
info and_ transported within _this
country, if.it.is. io.dud and fihr—

.require

s true even witi the pre*,.

—proof containers.

JjQcd hessian “sacks allow too
much dust to escape.  Multi-wall
sacks may split under load.

We “mast assume that Line
asbestos cannot be handled sa'ely
even in bags which an nonoilly
reasonably dust-proof.
Satisfactory conditions, can bow;

ever be obtained if the blue asbestos

which can be handled mechan’l)cally

BETTER METHOD

An even better method which in
timo may well be adopted fof
ashestos is to use container ships.

Dockers are at present only »cry
slightly at risk of Remng mesahel-
mom» ‘from asbestos.?

Mrs. Butler is extremely inte-isl*
ed in all industrial diseases an* it
was because cf this that she trblcd
her quesllon

he said she was concerned that
the Mlnlster did not seem to be
completely in contact with the re-
1search that was at present goin.t on
into asbestosa.
“l am disturbed that herd' is one
ty#]« of cancer we_knowrtbe «ause
said Mrs. Butler “but the
safety precautions need to be ha-
oved. e

[H LOVE WITH
. THE RIVER

: Thla bia craft b a- foaiHar

ed*] ¥ the_ River. She«

ei-BloebeU « tfri ~ Sandra_ FehU

1 who I|re* re sight of the Tlumcs
f-Jr c m «

im
b leaper uth Bam T &rel
1 54r7*e Rivor f«b«tni rm,

o

" *ay« Sandra.

RASTHmM i

TUt PORT. trtdjj, An» 211*7.

®~f *PO>d hours watchini Ib«

25X 1D
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BF.ING ImM on board Ib«* MV
BEAVEROAK at the Royal Victoria
Dock is th« EHdak Rail Pacific Locomo-
tive DOMINION OF CANADA which is
M at presented to tbe CoMdiu Railroad
Historical Aa odiltoe for display ia their
Moatrrai museum. i
. Ibe locomotive bad be«« withdraw«
from service sad was doe to be scrapped,
bat, after bciac approached by Mr J. O

Lyie, ot Tata aad Lyle Ltd,

y 1Ty

British Ra3 agreed to make a (jft of it
' to the Association.

While la the workshop«, ost of nsa-
«|*C order and short of torse parts, the
question of rtstoxiag aad repaiaiiog lb«

Tate aad_Lyie—who hare a fihustiud
Investment ia the Canadian aad Dominion
Sspr Company—undertook to jairt wich
the coet of the work, which was earned
oat at a coat of £1,60#.

Globe-trotting chiefs will

C ROUND - the - world
trip# for’two top PLA
msea will mesa a render«
m s in Tokyo, after each ..

Oiobe Trom " a "difrerent have arrived-via Montreal
globe from ,a different;. - X
direction. ... where be

TRAVELLER NUMBER :i
ONE_ is Director-General \
Mr. Dodky Perkins, whose - ,
itinerary ‘takes hun. via **
Frankfurt, Rome, Karachi .
~aod Bangkok, where he is, inni
to staydor a day; throu%h Winnipeg.
to Hoot Kong, where he>
Is to bold a luncheon andyf
.V - reception *and_ on to™”
*Tokyo for the Lniemation-
**al Association of Porta and

Honolulu,

There he wfll meet... : ijr continue
W TRAVELLER NUMBER.«
TWO.: v Lord — Kiimm.'«-. train

is scheduled to
.stay for several days and
'meet. Canadian shippers, at
whose Council luncheon he
is guest of honour;
after
Vancouver.k Toronto . and

- The two men wfll attend .
the six-day conference in
Tokyo, go oaa post-con-
ference tour of Japan with
*other delegate® and then
Harbours * * Conference.. v the . Direcfor-General .will

is
Honolulu,. Vancouveér, < by
across

meet In Tokyo

PLA'a chairman, who will .

Calcary and from Mon-
treal back to London, a
month after leaving Lon-

don. . .

Lord_Simon win return
from Tokyo via Anchor-
age, Alaska and Hamburg
before finishing bis shorter
trip after three weeks away
* e, from home.

The trips arc designed as
PLA-seiling tours and dur-

and
stops at

ing the*' ~ gruelling, busi-
ness-pa travels, both
fnen K nake _Vafuabfd
business associates and

learn more about foreign
handlingand  container
Canada, t0* ; IcChaidurt, - —----m-mx

way > via

A WOMAN MF WITH A
CONSTITUENCY OUTSIDE OF
DOCKLAND HAS CHAL-
LENGED THE MINSTER OF
LABOUR, MR. RAY GUNTER,
OYER THE CANCER DANGER
TO DOCKERS WHO HANDLE
CARGOES OF ASBESTOS.

Mrs. Joyce Butler, Jjbour MP
for Wood~ Green says she is not
satisfied with the reply ibc Minister
gave to her question”in Parliament
on this_issue. .

Mr Gunter said: . .

¢Asbcestosis is a lung disease which
b contracted through working daily
over a period of months or years in
fairly ~ heavy concentrations of
asbestos dust.

1 am informed that there is bo
recorded case of a docker con-
Trading asbestomis (roti his work,
aad dockers are therefore no more
likely to get lung cancer Chaa any-
body else.

.VERY RARE

It appears that asbestos is also
‘associated with another kind of can-
*cer called mesothelioma.  This
affects the covering rather than the
substance,of the lung. .

t may also affect th:'lining of
the abdominal cavity. It is a very
rare disease. . . .
- Even now, with all tie publicity
that has been given to the subject in
the medical and nation:1 press, re-
ports Iof new. cases an _still only
coming in at the rate cf less than
50 a_rear. * o

Of th« ecw cases brine reported
each year, a aubstaatal majority
are thought to have k.:d some oc-

* cepationai exposure to asbestos.

Three main kinds of rshestos are.

imported into this courtry. About
three-quarters of it is ctrysofile or
white asbestos;
amosite or brown aslestos, and
about one-twentieth is crocadolite or
blue asbestos.

Current evidence pouts to blue
asbestos as being the variety most
commonly associated with mesothe-
lioma. . X o, .

It is impossible to be certain that
(he xfthers are_ harm!«,, but the
risks are certainly much less than

Thb« chaact that a«" Individual
docker will get racsohclioma is

This h true even wifi the pre-.

cautions that have been taken in the

past. My Department is revising the .

Docks = Regulations < la ,require
additional precautions. v«
In the meantime we have r

" o.ed

about one-fifth is *

*

proof container.

-Uniined hessian sacks allow too
much dust to escape.  Multi-wail
sacks may split under load.

We “mart amuse that bloc
asbestos caaaoC be handled sa'ely
even la bags which axe normally

reasonably ‘dust-proof. .

Satisfactory conditions, can hjw-
fver be obtained if the blue ashestos
is packed in dust-proof containers
which are. then stacked on pallets
which can be handled mechanically.

o BETTER METHOD

_Ail even better method which in
time may be adopted fof
asbestos is to use container ships.
Dockers are at present only icr
Mightly at risk of 8ett|ng snesahel-
*oma from ashestoO- i
Mrs. Butler is_extremely inte'-st-
in all industrial diseasé« an-u it

was because cf this that she trblcd

her question.

.She said she Was concerned that

the Minister did not seem to be

completely in contact with the_ ro-
-.‘_search that was at present goinj on

Into asbesiosis.

"1 wi disturbed that hen/ is one
type of cancer we know.the eause
«of.“ said Mrs. Butler "but the
safety precautions need to be kn-
provéd. :

© IN LOVE WITH

<., THE RIVER

with_blue asbestos. «

. J
- CTW« trim mil r.a;1ur
* ok don, br th. Ri.fr. Si*'«
»eBlatbdl ’ fill Saedra = f-'rfer.
’ -ko hr*, 1. .ttht of xhunc,
“ Til. Stmt, CbfiM. Si.'* «
»«** kin i»d L0, i™ «Tt
Sl T o R« — Pt

mbat sailor. «

commende% to theh prot_iut():ers, L River fascinate« im I
porters and users that ixbestot ow~ " m.
any kind itynild only b: imported *2 ****-’{ horn=* Vé’atcé"n' I
into and fransported within this farfic oq It,” oym sandre
country, if-it.ia. in.durt xd.Ahf
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~ 'Stevedores had rAitrioaded /% ‘pvintually i meetlniVai
Ihe remainder o[ the chip’s » arranged rn thespot between
cargo, butwhen they-came Jhe ship™ -Jtprescnutives,
lo The asbestos .they,.claim- ‘medical menwd unipaofSc-
ed Ihal il svr»s*iJOtpr<cerly * lals.
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rA NEW STATEI\/ENT SISNED BY" AIfr'SIDES:

fi unacce

A STATEMENT has been released this wesk
(hat should ease considerably (he worries of
¢dockers over the handling of cargoes of ashestos
./ The statement—which has been
fatter a long inquiry into all aspects of the
i problem—is signed by Dr. A. M. Lawrence-

, 15 .Smith, Medical Officer of the PLA; Dr. Robert v

t- Mopy, Meieal Advissr 18 the Tradss Ynign

n\.’CbhngSSJ and Dr. Kenneth Perrys. Consultant
Physician.to the London Hospital. - 4; v ¢
: Dr. Lawrence-Smiih said this week: “Because of the
alarm that had been caused by publicity about asbeslosis,
Xpressed for a three-man inquiry, which would be represent-
stive of all sides, to inquire into this. P -
*_ eThe result isthat we have produced a statement which
relates vety definitely to the Port industry.".

aDr. Perry is an expert on toxic dlseases espeually the

effectiof toxic dust on the lungs. \Vin*,. (7%
. Thestatementreads:1 SV ‘c s V.
A We* ave metand discussed the |mp||cat|0ns o|i 'H% apw@

ft » commodity as ¢, .source of injury to healltu *We hawgs.
taken due count of published medical opinion and of offiicdie
statements by H.M. Chief Inspector of Factories as well as
Teoorts by the Pneumoconiosis Panel and all other .relevant
.information availableto us. -
Our inquiries have found no cases of injury io ihe
health of a dock worker in the Port of London that could
Jiavejestti
*e andweJ«ve n_o.taowM?e of any cases ofasbestoslﬁ)
... ing Otherwise in Ute'4oclci industry in this*cpunliy
aulUJf.dock work. m o
We have examined the methods of packaglng used hy :
the shippers, and have visited and inspected the methods of '
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- {acted their area officer. -dml
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lioa If better th«a tonf.rmcdth.isview.
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stowage to sh|ps7 as well as (he procedures followed in the
Port of lindon Authority for handling asbestos packaged
cargoes, and,we are satisfied that with ashestos packaged

" saccording 2c the requirements explained to vs; namely in
prepared Vimpervious §ned bags, the future risk should be negligible

«*»iten' of&M andaid iacta”W nijw i*
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‘particularly if bursting of bags occurs. Respiratory proicc-

Alion would then.be advisable during Clearing up operations,-.

using approved
We ara fully satisfied; so far as the docks industry is
concerned, tftat.no unacceptable risk at present exists and.

' that providedJdie currently>approved requirements *and
_methods of work are followed, dockers may proceed with
*confidencein ihe handling of asbestos cargoes.

\ We Are at xhesametime of ihe opinion Jhat there is a

_v-mhneed for jcontinuing-vigilance by the Portauthorities to en-

eurr fh.eiXclftsion of developing hazardsand for this pur-.
*-pose-"werecommend the regular inspection of cargoes of
ashestostogether W|th propersupervision of the health of
docksstaff S-TC\;'e*eee’ - Vv

r-
j Spechi remarks and observatlons by X)r. Murray:"

; 2 considerik*tixr.der Paragraph 5. the continuing

ah« ofthe Port Authorities should Include regular environ-
mental monitoring of the unloading operation and appro-:
priatemedical examination of dockers with long service in-
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feelj(he ship should be sentback,j r'tiA ~
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le cargo for « fear hours and |hef|
not touch it «pin for weeks or

even months. v ?yv

“We are, however, goleg io
Dr. ROBERT MURRAY tight«« up tha dock rtgitl.
;. . tloas to malt« rertala " ibak
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@ TTninn  amon2 cargoes received, wc would recommenf that the rate Gt .Fa”di%d la th« Docks.
Vj b ui:0 of dischargeshould t : controlled by local agreements more
“ Consultant particularly ¢.bursting of bags occurs. Respiratory protec- rr A T nrr/\AN »,’:kk
mlion would then beadvisable during clearing np ep maib fv&rr/L’;Al 0

We a« fully saf.sfiedjso far as ihe docks industry is ; nAner cn§I§
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7 - w*ofxhe Port Authorities should Include regularenviron*-, «hen illustrated how the de- .
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\I;fckly did the same and bc-
rc tong asbcstosis bad be-
L‘ ! com«a major issue in Dock-
svia I\}fedlcal e?(pens have since
queried the aulhemlcny of

gw _case.
V ~ Theysay: How many eases
. occur ol *» docker lynOLn;
« to much cabolo. EVE
DAY lor. psrlod el tbrreoe

tmir viens!
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One « U a young woman

‘aged Brqme_ava (P?
jter. to asbestos for eight
years; flu olher also a wo-
man. aged ? bad, in all.
years exposure in the
mattress and opening depart-
ment of an asbestos factory,
._ but some IS years before.
MESOTHELIOMA is ft*
malignant growth and
affects the pleura, covering
—the lung or sections of lhe
“abdomen — peritoneum.

The Ministry oi labour la
their Chid Medical Inspec-
tor's report lor 1944 cucced-
edt “The latest data wtl*d
that
risk of meu and wosneu with
«shestosii ultlmately dying
from « lusg cancer.’

On mesothelioma — the
other discasa believed to be
caused by inhaling asbestos-
*dusl — the Ministry’« report

“Jn contrail lo lung

mesothelioma. J»s
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48-year- old docks tally clerk

who had died of mesothel-
ioma. It was stated that he
had worked in the docks for

. more than 20 years — al-

though only for about eight

Ayears as a tally clerk.

he
vah)ld that doctors

East Ham inquest was
at East

lam Memorial Hospital had

. inquired into the man’s con-
V«m Uct with ssbestos and it was

found that he had worked

. T for about six months on a
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limited Ihs\ 1here is harJ V

—any danger"l «U to .bis

ealt
BUT they ‘cannot lumn-
' fee theré is NO danger, and

there it any danger ater-"

— never mind how small

— they are justified in press- ;¢”

mg for every possible precsw;

Ilorg)lo be ukcil.
i

b why the Ministry ""/(

of Labour buowworkio, «
mnew set of docka regal»
Iious for th« packsgiag of aa-

The draft of these should -y
be available later this year.
and these, it j» hoped,

sparﬂe ( off asbestos was im-4

ViJjl'v'vih

j ‘S tevedores

uJicsIlII U ks hold,

rinding machine at an as-1
estot company when b« was

The patholocbt. pointed
out that asbestos mesothel-
ioma was known to bare a
long Incubation period and
that sis months was probably .

miuimuia exposure
ifjr to produce

itlons are_ taken

docks with the .

if asbestos — as,
*re where all, dangerous

.maferials are iaypjygib- —r~-

f 1 Protective clothing and

W respiraton are issued.

& . Dockers are paid an
extra two shillings an..

{m'.«-i. \hour while they-are unload- .

in? vsbesios.
Bet they "ty they woo'd ,

r. prefer the proper” packing
i

precautions to be taken ntb-
cr than have the -extra

The first onion setion over

" the handling ol asbestos id -

lowed very quickly after lhe
fil.T Xk*"*>-elf eiu c-i; dd

rf Jithe docker's wife.

i

Members of the National.
and  Dockers
Union refused to unload as-"
beslc« frora « Rusvmship “

in the Surrey -Commerci»!.

Docks becauseﬁm the words

cf x union

ici
the dockers argue back that .0« dusl was flying all over Ihe -

place.”

Th« uoiou called la a doc«
tor. He laspectrd thc cart«
and coafinued that a* It waa
acked, it nas a health dao-

The «hip sailed back to
Kuwia with the —
- Since then members of
NASDU and the Transport
and General Workcra Union
hare refused to handle aa-

will.»% besioe when they consider it
solve the problem one« and K/ b

*.le:« Ships have been frcquenlly
I|I this controversy w a s v'n {_ba

not packed properly. -

ck with their asbestos
cargoes still intact and the

ooned into thn country .«»>-.jr «wo unions now have agreed

«unlincd hessian bags. * While || U*‘

these were adequate under
normal orcumtUncrs, they
did become damaged when
at
and if th« docker used bis,
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a general policyon 1Uo hand- *
|ng of the material

at Britmlu badly ureda
atbmow IroulcaUy it la rv-

more |I»ea than It take« asd ;

rw Mr. Jim Read, acting-
~dockers. secretary

NASDU, aai'd: “W«ham no;

tanS.«etaltaifRS-W.»
1

*

ipeed”- ~ sponsible for presrning far «

* The altemanves totw w|/.-; objectlon to our tnembera*
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“'Sfe**M> A-rana of !3 Imy* ..
, -m.wko-became a “abadow «».W -lo docken oi aibeatosu
5'3de old acli, and -who had Jo £ *» >« he had aaam think, hot i
- a-be -btlped to alo ererythinf,--.ill« « alio aeeailaan ankle
“'erwliose hut three moaihawat - 1 /e 5 noday Tunea,” Ocio- -
t yuch agony, despite pale kill-' * her 30,19ff) that these pro-
*Jn|drugoikit be s(td prtDo*"-®0nBcnB**"* u t not la >c«'
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°We have zncxnod Oiscuxwu uw i«*p**w

’ .~_j «.source of injury to bealthT- We

« = tgkem due eount of published medical opinion tuid of o
slalements by H.M. Chief inspector of Factories as w
reports by the Pneumoconiosis Panel and *11 otherxel

f

.information available tous. w

>

Our inquiries have found no cases of injury lo

health of a dock worker in the Port of London that ¢
1 dintn'«'a  haveresulted from employment there with asbestoscar.

hroughi from Russia a week earlier,.still intact in its
«hold. il I RV JT*

‘Stevedores Jad rtUhloaded ‘Eventually & meeting 'was
the -remainder of the .'ship's- Arranged nn thespot between
cargo, but-when they .came ihe “ship's --representatives,

\We have examined ihe methods of packaging .use<

« the shippers, and have wsnted and inspected, the methoc

* «torclyls/ + 1, ReACrE@F* Wilk Iheiw fc.<Jd>: Vi . to the .asbestos .they.:claim-- 'medical menand union cihc-
ed thatit -wisthotrproperly "lals. -
-V K”0W|é19 web twngs KHV-t* o\ W islcadinP . packed. Themain faultwithj;,." .-~.Mr. Newman said: *J .
-IV» 7 wonder iat I have writ-* sr* \t. uiis - - it was bad .stitching at Abe?--.-finspected the asbestos bags
.Flea K>the paper sfaiias that' Indeed» T)r. Robert me - neck of the sacks.. - ~ _togeiber with the others
r' «ntS asbesto!» whether white,** *V«» the TUGi medical ad-.;' - A 9
i-browa or blae Is earned la s, *«", has eald that the PLA'a The ..cvcdwa-.memhc -™ILI hUdOO fa
t coBtaloera, | shall refuse i0'4.2*Joc»n**it on the subject is 1 ot the MiUoniI .Slevcdora =« “ L |
1 i'arork this daegerosa com- - misleading, and that «vea and Oocken Union— con-vG” '*": wh? htba=" " -
:* joaodityZ . . ; short exposure caa cause «acted their area officer. Hej | VI -jiijiS«ee asbtsto* SAust
? i inspected the asbestos an ) I m
iV The* risk- prevention” Is better than' confl{nm?d Their yiew. . 4. odeto net the UiS% SHI
bead offi IPfohrmed taea’- chaﬂge their decision—again
ead office of the onioa— -without success. "
1 and Mr. Leslie .Nemnan,,j »n,,. BALTIC MERCHANT 57~car2]—gefo(rjgc¥g\r/vwgl¥rs X\r%kln
lhe actiog Stevedores scae-. ’\\{ras loaded with 914 tons of - ->not touch it again fOI‘ weeksi
rwy own cam, cat's oaad-<a> And I personally rt-Herate tery took over».. * e jeneral cargo and sailed from even months. ,
S-ehaditn.-- . .. m j-tny aUUmcnt dial 1 shall no« . ¢ Efforts- were made lo'get*-5 Quebec DiKk bound focLen-
s’ Allhoagh tt Is «'conple~astrwnffkasbeaana mail Itla con»* *.r.b-i 4hc men£to xhangc- Ihcir™* angrad wiilithe asbestos still .
for* ti&xhsltom- QM »* inist, d he- . ||"7 217 *rove*
: felt that” aubes 0sI5a %Wz!»d a. I%(F f E
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iiiwith jui K-.- 1" #_vel? miUr?0 the  Adviser to Jbe»Trades Uf
Congress saidhe would BOI
entirely happy until there wi
<otal ban -on «he importing
Crocidolite — bljic asbesta
“My ownbelieL* he says,
snat blue asbestos Is so dani
“Dr. Boebanan pomted out V "°"*-st shouldte p e (into -
«me category as the chemi
*wke i00 much of (h«2iak thatcause cancero f the blad
Hon. As-.many -people dted:-"*fP wt w9«Id mean.* -tanning
of lung ?ancer n 12 hoars,he  from thucountry:{ -
as front n .
- () Includes' one case recorded as/ 1 »hole year, seselhelioma id m?m‘;f‘:ﬁ:’sfl'sa;nyéésef]‘t’lz‘l’z
- -0 -Includes one Case recorded_ a_s farcoma of_ pleura/’-j-.'v t:  only 13jasesof mtso> He went on. ‘~We don't and must ** imp°
q- * vV W FrRxrEgxERrAQriel « mesothello_ma;of 1o dockers are heavily exposed In* In <hc coun vy/\ mieresL J
tf : 1o .Includesstwp cases recorded as “amesoUiehoinao | o x asbestos .--certainly; not :«a.rt4f i pjrohed

/ .vy___r,

«»dviih.

as workers in” 'ndustriei >2°, Uf)hal JSmy prcscane«vX/
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,Df Ifc5~.Authorities should Include regular environ-
mental momtocing ot the unloading operation and appro-:- ¢ pendents of people in con-
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ady taiai place. -wnk«\loiiandlc then. - complete conUinerisation.” be diagnosed in its early
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for »niething in the rature of
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'¢i..n factory conditions with de-
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. ~correspondent
national newspaper fol-..

litup, other newspapers * >

uickly did the same and bc-
‘ore long asbestosis had be.'
come a major issue in Dock-'
land , - j.asj,e ee o\
Medical experts have since
queried the authent|C|ty of
. the case.. ...
H They say: How many cases .
occur of a docker, handling «
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V so much asbestos- EVERY
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e +i- They point «out that: (a)
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. f-aged 35:fxposed, a3 a spin-. -
/ mer, to asbestos for eight
-vmyean; the other, also a wo-
«. man. aged 7J, had, in all,
>wo years exposure in the
mattress and opening depart-
*ment of an asbestos factory,
but some !5 years before,

»® @ MESOTHELIOMA isa

malignant growth and
affects the pleura, covering
:-.Ihe lung or sections of the
« abdomen'— peritoneum.
The Ministry of labour In
their Chief Medical Inspcc-
-tor’'s report for 1964 conced-
*d: “The latest data suggest
that there is a considerable
risk of meu and women with
; * asbestosis ultimately- dying

-

*'There is not a cargo of as- v /from a lung cancer.” -

*»-'bestos to be unloaded every
I»«lay; and (b) even if there

was, it would' be done by '
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