
UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI  
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

GENERAL HOSPITAL

LABORATORY OF APPLIED PHYSIOLOGY

October 26, 1932

Dr. Robert A. Kehoe  
c/o I,ir.  A. D. mittnacht  
Ethyl Gasoline Corporation  
Chrysler Building  
Rev; Dork City  
Dev; York

Dear Doctor- Kehoe:

I am enclosing herewith  
received this morning*

a letter and revert on

From the data in the report, Mr. P P B H P P T appears  
to have died three days after the sudden onset of the acute  
illness characterized by weakness, nausea, vomiting, dysentery  
and cyanosis. Certain phases suggest intoxication with a  
nitro compound but in the absence of any statement as to Mr.

age or detailed hospital record, we can not exclude  
even a cardiac decompensation.

I am sorry that we have no more information to forward  
you at this tine. It might be a good plan to have Mr. llittnacht ,  
or rather have Durham get copies of the hospital record as well  
as the pathologistrs report, and investigate the types of gas oline  
which he was dispensing. Apparently no attempt was made to  
examine the other filling station attendants who encountered  
similar exposure to that of Mr. It is something which
may be of some value to us to consme^aoing.

Very truly yours,
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Information was rece ived a t Denver, Co lo ., from *U V a Zadra, Ethyl Gaso­
l in e  Cor p or a t ion  Fie ld  Re pre se ntative , o f  the death o f  a Mr. Propr.
o f  the Fat Boy F i l l i n g  Sta t io n , Colorado Springs , Co lo . The death w'S's rumored 
to  have been due to exposure to  Ethyl Gas o lin e .

L. A. '
Dr./ Conway, the  In te rn e s t in  charge o f the case and Dr. Ryder, the Pa­

th o lo g is t , were v is i te d  and the  fo llo w ing information obtaine d. .

On Thursday, Se p t. 29 th, M r . ^ H k  spent the e n tire  morning checking 
gaso line  pumps. There were three  n o ^ ie a a co n ta in in g  and one le ad contain ing 
gaso line  pumps. More gaso line  was thought to  have been withdrawn from the 
Eth y l pump than from the  o the rs . The gaso line  withdrawn from the Eth y l pump 
was estimated to  have been 50 ga l lo n s . The proceedure constate d o f a he lpe r 
standing a t the pumps watching the  gagge w hile  Mr .^̂^ ^ Ĵ ^ p to o d  over a five  
ga llo n  bucket checking volumns. The gaso line  was then poured back in to  the 
tank. This proceedure was estimated as having been done about te n t i mes w ith 
the Eth y l pump. This  was done in  the  open on a ho t day. Mr .^ ^ m ^ ^ b e c a m e  
i l l  th a t afte rnoon and the a s s is ta n t  proceeded w ith the work on two or three 
o the r pumps, one o f  which was another Eth y l pump.

Thursday evening Mr. d e fin e t ly  i l l  w ith sever« nausea and
vom iting and severe dio rhea. This continued t hroughout the n igh t and also 
Friday and Firday n igh t. Saturday morning Mr. f^ H H i ^ w a s  sent to  a h o s p ita l 
and was seen by a phys ician  (Dr. Conway) a t about noon. He appeared to  be a 
ve ry large  muscular man d e fin i te ly  i l l  w ith nausea and diarhea but w ith no 
pain and no C. N. S. symptoms e xce pting po ss ib ly  some le th a rgy . There was no 
h is to ry  o f previous i l l n e s s , the  pa tie n t having been pre vious ly unusually 
he althy and s tro ng. There was no h is to ry  o f  mental symptoms asso ciate d  w ith 
? . I .  Phys ica l examination revealed no thing e xce pting ronchi a t  both low ers. 
The he art was n e ga tive . No d iagno s is  was made but an acute gas tro  e n te r i t is 
due to  food po inoning was cons ide red.

A s inking s p e l l  was reported by Dr. Mulle t Saturday afte rnoon. The 
patie n t became weak dyepnoeic and semi comutose. Afte r  th is  f i r s t  s inking s p e ll  
the pa tie n t recovered s u ffi c ie n t ly  to  say th a t he fe l t  much improved and to 
ask fo r food which was denied him. Saturday evening a second s inking s p e l l 
oceured. Dr. Conway saw the  patie n t a t th is  tim e . Cond ition  was s im dliar to 
f i r s t  s inking s p e l l  and now the re  was an ashen grey co lo r and severe cyano s is . 
His to ry  o f exposure had been obtained a t  th is  time and Ca was give n  ( The time 
re la t io n  o f-th e  Ca therapy no t accurate ly obtained) At th is  time the re  was 
d e fin i te  co nso lidatio n  o f  both lungs a t  the base s . There seems to  have been 
no e le va t io n  o f temperature previous to th is  tim e . The pati&nt died during  
the  second s ink ing s p e l l .

Autopsy was not done u n t i l  the body wa3 embalmed. There were no par­
t i c u la r ly  s ig n i fic a n t  fin d in gs . The on ly po in ts  worth mentioning were the 
repeated mention o f the s t r ik in g ly  dark co lo r o f the  blood, enlargment o f  the 
l i v e r  and sple e n, the rapid darkening (blackening)  o f the  l i v e r  and spleen on 
se ctio n ; the fa c t  th a t the cu t surface  o f the  l i v e r and spleen ( to  a le s s  ex­
te n t)  biackened s t r ik in g ly  on ap p lica t io n  o f  Amonium Sulph ide . The lungs 
showed s tr ik in g congestion and lo ca l ize d  co n s o lid a t io n , the lo ca l iz a t io n  o f 
co nso lidatio n  be ing close  to ge the r and only determined on s e c t i in s . Atte n­
t io n  was c i i le d  to  the granular black pigment in  the lungs which was no t th«ught 
to  be ordinary an th raco s is . The G. I .  t r a c t  was give n l i t t l e  mention e xce pting 
th a t they contained watery co n te n t. There was a large  stone found in  the gaul 
bladder but b i le  was found in  the stomach and no o bs tructio n  was thought to
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have e x is te d . The C. N. S. was not examined. An ti mortem blood examina­
t io n  showed s tr ik in g  conce ntration o f  blood with Hb so high i t  could no t be 
read. Blood count no t remembered by c l in a t ia n  -  no morphologic change observed.

A d iagno s is  o f acute  lead poinoning was made w ith no mention o f the 
type or po ss ib le  source .

The p a th o lo gis t fe e ls  rather d e fin i te ly  th a t th is  was a case o f lead 
po inoning. He fe e ls  that the proof w i l l  re s t on the re s u lt  o f  t is s u e  an a lys is 
he i s  try in g to  have done by Dr. Mo rris . He i s  un w ill ing to  d iscuss  s ign i­
ficance  o f  exposure fe e l in g  th a t i t  ia  i r re le va n t . He i s  unw illing to send 
t is s u e s  to Ke tte rin g Laboratory u n t i l  Dr. Morris  ha s made h is  report and u n t i l 
he fin ds  there  can be no po ss ib le  o b je ctio n  from any quarte r.

The men a t  the F i l l i n g  Sta t io n  were in te rview e d. The Ch ie f He lper 
in  the  checking proceedure had h e ad ach y, nausea and severe diarhea during the 
afte rnoon o f the checking and la te r  rece ive d in trave inous  C A therapy as proph­
y la c t ic  treatment from Dr. Conway. He admits th a t his  symptoms might have been 
p s ych ic.

The Widow was not seen as i t  was fe l t  th a t any one re pre se nting the 
Corporation should not appear to be on the  de fens ive  a t  th is  t im e . I t  was 
learned however from the phys icians  in  charge , th a t the  case had been put in 
the  hands o f  an atto rne y o f  questionable  re pu ta tio n. The atto rne y however, 
a fte r  find ing th a t the widow had no money, advised her to  l e t  the eaee drop.

Very probably no thing w i l l  $$$$$%& come o f the  case le g a l l y . I f 
there  i s  a report o f  lead be ing found in  the t is s u e s however, some actio n 
may re s u lt .
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