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Council Purposes and Policies

The {undamenmtal purpose of the Natioml Safety Councit it o comscrve haman
fife. It sceks this goal through a u ign ol ident rre wm that is
mtikanvide in scope. applics 1o all Knes of hazardaas activity, and dircaiy or indi-
rectly reaches our entire citizenry. 1t is a nun-prafit srganizatum, pom-scctarian, awl
free Inun mhlnl affiliatins. Since its crpanizatiat in 19LY, @t fas won fesgeeet as an

Tuscparable frum accident preventivn is the Cuoeil’s werk @ iinpneing halth
conditicns and preventing vacativnal discases in American industry.

Toda ; there are 4000 mrmbers, reprosenting every state in the Uninm, amd miany of
the Canadian Pravinces.  There arc 400 foreipgn memhers, The maonbership inclodes
industrial corporations, firms, individuals, public oflicials. schools. chamiurs «d come
micree. clubs and civic organizatians.  About 70 per oont are mdusinial owmrorns,
including the hig stecd manics, the oil panies. most of the railnads i the
United States, the automwtive industry, and others of ‘mtstanding inguatance in our
natiumal industrial Geld.

The histary of the Crumeil is an absorhing story.  Unfurtumcely it cannet be de-
tailked here.  Suffice to sy that the First Co-Oy ive Safety Cung aas hekd
wnder pices of the Association of lran and Sted Electrical Enpineers in Mil-
wankee, in 1912 and. as a resalt, the National Safety Council was organized in, New
Yurk the fiilowing yrar with futiricen members.  During the irs year the member-
ship increased to 971,

The jrcnccrs of American safety went to work oo the samd premise that accidents
were an unacccssary garl of our social seder and that through applicaticn of proger
remedial measurcs they omld he avoided.  They set abent to natiomalize this theory,
and to drrdtlll the detailod metineds and matcrials thrugh which accidents conld Ix

ted. The lwrs of the rrganizatisn mow are mare than cver crvinced that
zmdmu arce uncessary and that they can be and are being prevostod.  Striking
cxamjdes of rodictinns in many different ficlds yrove this contention.

Results of Organized Safety

Since the Natbaml Safcty Ceameil was wrpanizal in 1913 the national accident
death rate in all fickls cxoopting motar vwhicle has been reduced 42 per cont. The
mmnr vehicle accident problem is a compmaratively new ane, st there are cvidences
o prupress.  Nineteen thirty-twa fur example. witnessed the first drop ever re-
cuwded in fatal motur vebicle accidents—a redoction from 1931 of more than 12 per
cent,  Even prior to this dr"p in udal daaths—which was pa.n-a"y the result ol a
deefine in garaline il was appal lha amu!u: ial
vehicles had decreased ; llnl grade crossing ir i iderabily decrcased dur-
ing recent vears; that deaths of schond children had dccrﬂsed that deaths in states
having cffective license laws with contralized administration and i cities having com-
mumity safety councils bad fncreascd niuch less than in other Sates and cities. These
facts indi that the incering, educatimal, and fegal ¢ lies fur the hiph
accident proble, are praducing results where oomscientionsly applied.

Since the Natiimal Safety Council started as an indusirial saicty arpanixation. the
Ixst resnlts arc to be expected in this fickh Here spectacular achievements have
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