Aprll 21, 1950

Dr. Ae P, Locklider,
Medical Director,

Fisher Body Divislen,
General Motors Corporation,
Figuette and St. Antoline,
Detroit 2, Michigan.

Dear Doctor Leckiider:

I am sorry that the prossupe of work has delaysd oy comments on
your booklet, and I am alco somevhal apologetlc for the pasty
notations, which nay not be too easily lpgﬁblg, vhich I have
jotted down opposite certain pRragrsphs. I nave changed or
revorded certain statemenves; and neve commented on others

I must be frank a2nd say that I do not thin's the instructions to
your staff are adequate. I do not believe :bw: wiil vaderstand
either the problem or the significence of the a;xl;tlua, convirnl
measures unless the instructions are more precise arid more
cxtenslive.

Tou can, I am sure, eliminate all lead polsoning Irom youx » plante,
T oyou will apply proper criteria for the peccziition of danger,
and put the burden for prevention vhere it u&lﬂngs -~ ot on fho
doctora but on the englinecring and protective meanures. Othery
the only choice presented to you and your staff is to resmove me a
summarily from work involving lsad exposure, when they reach
dangerous levels of lead absOfption. Iff you do thie, you will put
the pressure vwhere 1t belonge, automztically. Dangerous exXposure
is subject to entirely adequauc definition abt »xesent; best in
terms of urinary lead excretion, but reasonably satisractory in
terms of lead concentration in the blood.
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I regard an occupational exposure to lead walch is ov“”ici@ntly
severe to cause dangerous absorption within 4 1/2 moniths {t.c.
blood lead concentrations of 0.08 WE. and nmore, per 100 graws,
and wrinary levels of 0.15 mg. or more, per liter as being too
severe to be tolerated in & well managed industrial establishment.
We have not had a case of lead poisoning in the manufacture of
tetraethyl lead, which is much the most dangerous of the lead
trades, since the middle pericd of the war, and we had had none
up to that time since 1928. We were comvelled by the pressure of
the war to relax awr standards and we got Iinto trouble I shall
never be caught again In that situvation. Moreover, uhe cost of
naving cases of poisoning in compensation cogts and in terms of
merale and anxlety and vad employee relations of one kiad or
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another, 1s too great to be endured, and thls cost Is becoming
greater every year. 1t is even greater if one apprecciates fully
‘~e necessiiy of keeanlng men out of exposure until they excrete

the abnowmal quaniitles of lead Irom their bodies, before returning

50 work.
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Cur yrogeduve iz vo maintain the plant operations in such safety,
that repressntative groups of workmen in the dlfferent occupations
do nw o abeve levels of lead in blood and urine which we have
feund to bLe safe. This Dixes the general envirommental pattern,
and establishes the measures of conirol and supervision required.
I coccasiconal ‘neidents of unusual characticor Invelve certain
indlviduals in rick, 50 hpat they move uovapd lunte potentially
damgzercus ranzes of lead exewetlen or vicod lsad conrent, Ve remeve
Ther at once, naving the authority o 40 30 swmarily.

tiils means we avold cases ol lead volscning and the worries and
veday dud teay gssociated therewlth., I this is e e done, it
must be founded on the presently certain evidence, that occupatioral
lb&d kQO urg Ccan ve xeuv ﬁﬂuwrely cufe an dellned By vresent
gical standards, and that 17 Linls o domo, nc CAR%es - neb
a LQJ, nac avooluvely none - will cceour. I¥ you have any doubts
hilz s, I shall be only too hapyy o =vonly the svidence.

Sincerely Fours,

Hepert A. fehoe, Me D.
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