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D oc to r  R o b e r t  A. Kehoe
K e t t e r in g  La b o r a t o r y  o f  -Applied P h y sio lo gy  
U n iv e r si t y  o f  C in c in n a t i  
C in c in n a t i ,  Oh io

D ear  D octo r  Keh oe:

In  t h e  Jo u r n a l  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  H y gien e , Voltime 1 5 , 1933» "On t h e  
Form al A b so r p t io n  an d E x c r e t io n  o f  L e a d ", P a r t  2, you  l i s t  two t a b l e s  
sh ow in g t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l e a d  in  t i s s u e s  o f  p e o ple , I  h ave t r i e d  t o  
f in d  r e p o r t s  in  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  l a t e r  w ork p e r fo r m ed  a lo n g t h e  sam e l i n e s  
an d h ave n o t  been  a b le  t o  do so .  In  t h e  w r i t e  u p , it  i s  n o t  made c l e a r  
w h eth er  o r  n o t  t h e  bon e marrow  i s  an a ly z e d  w it h  t h e bon e sam p le  o r  w h eth er  
t h e se  two m a t e r i a l s  a r e  an a ly ze d  se p a r a t e l y .

Do you  h ave  an y  m ore r e c e n t  w ork w h ich  w ou ld g iv e  in fo r m a t io n  on 
t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t io n  o f  le a d  in  t h e  human body  and t he  m ech an ism  b y  w h ich  
i t  i s  rem oved an d c a r r i e d  in  t h e  b lo o d  st r e a m . A r ec e n t  a r t i c l e  im p l ie s 
t h a t  t h e  le a d  in  t h e  b lo o d  st r e am  i s  c a r r ie d  a s a lo o s e l y  h e ld  compound 
on t h e  r e d  b lo o d  c e l l s  an d t h a t  t h e  a d m in ist r a t io n  o f  EDTA compound 
m er e ly  rem oves t h i s  l o o s e l y  bound le a d  an d  i t  i s  e xc r e t e d  v ia. t h e  k id n e y s. 
The a r t i c l e  a l so  im p l ie s t h a t  t h e r e  may b e a d d i t i o na l  le a d  bound i n s id e  
o f  t h e  r ed  c e l l s  t h e m se lv e s. Can you  su p p ly  an y  in fo r m a t io n  t h a t  w ould 
c l a r i f y  t h e  r e c e n t  t h in k in g  on t h e  d e p o si t io n  and rem oval from  t h e  
d e p o si t io n  s i t e  o f  le a d  d e p o si t e d  in  t h e  bon e o r  bon e marrow?

V ery  t r u l y  y o u r s,

Ja c k  D. T o r r e y
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