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he:

Dear Doctor:

Our assursd. Gulf 0il Corwn., has suggested bList we ¢ uiach vou
with reference to tais claim made in 1949 by the sbove-cartirne: =
he effect that he is Jisabled as a result of lead rolsonins due %2 nis
exposure in 1944 as a truck driver for our assured.

As yet we do not have the hospital rezords ncr nnve haid the
claimant examined. Upon receipt of the complete hos»ital rscords and your
opinion in this case, we imtend to have the claimant exanires by Dr. Joseph
Aub, Toxicologist, of the Massachusetts General ios-ital anl
review cur file for his opinion. However, prior to tils exsmin
would aporeciate your orinion based on your exrerierce ~ith ti
cases. The following information 1 believe will :e of value to you.

This men worked Zor Gull “il from 1320 to 1934 driving a M“sta!
truck.On this job he handled only fuel oil (range oil) ard household heating
oil. in 1934 the claimant left our assured for several moniths. le returred
to work as a truck driver in Lovember, 1934 and from then until August, 1944
he drove "stake! trucks, tank trucks and bulk trucks. These varsous trucis
acre used to haul refined gas, containing tetra ebhyl lead; diesel fuel oil,
libricating oil and kerosene.

The claimant's duties were tec inspect the truck, load the tanks
of the truck and deliver fuel to customers. It was =2 company rule that rubber
gloves bz used wnen loading trucks.

In Sevtember, 1944 the claimant went on vacntion and while on
vecation, 1 was stricken ill and was unable to return to work. according to
tne attending physician nis legs turned blue, swollen cnd were vary painlful.
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He ran a temperature of 102 to 103°. lle was hosvitalized and the admitting
diagnosis was: 1. Undiagnosed disesse. 2. 0ld inflamed bursa of left inee.
2. A guestion of thrombe pialebitis of the left leng savhenous vein. The
attending p.vsician stated nis diagnosis was obscure but guestioned the
nossibility of lead neuritis or some nerve pathology. In November, 1944
the large veins of tue claiment's legs were ligated and a blood clot lodge
in the lung causing pnewronia, The claimant recovered from this and returned
to work at our assureds, Gulf 0il, on light work in rebruvary, 1945. He still
had a partizl paralysis of tae legs and could do only a clerk's desk job. He
did this work untll August, 1949 when he was discharged.

Please note that we have unconfirmed hearsay reports thot the clzinant's
s a victim of Buerger's Disease.

sister i

It does not appear that the claimznt was ever exposed for any period
of time to denge fumes in a small spszce and it seems th.t his only contact
for a substantial period could have been an extsrnal skin contact. The clzimant
never ad to clean sludge from wnhe tank trucks. Also Ethyl Company tests have
failed to show kead residuals in this sludge.

It seems there is no uniformity in tne various cargos of fuel received
Tromw Texas as to tne tetra ethyl lead co.tzined or amounts of sulphur. hecords
of recent shirments picked at random indicate tney differ in amounts of tetra
etayl lead. UIor example, in three sslectei cargos, the amounts of lead were
1.85 cc per gallon, 2.58 cc per gallon and 088 cc per zzllon. The sulchur
content varies but is never above 1/100 of 1%.

I hope thot this information will be sufficiert to enable you to
furnish us with an opinion as to whether or not, from your exverience, it is
likely or probable that this man is suffering from a lead poisoning sustzined
while working for our assured. If there is any further informuticn that you
need that I czn obtain for you, please do not hesitate tc so inform me. Thank
you very much for your cooperztion.

Very truly yours,

A Eopmenl

<. D. Horrill,
RDH:EG Claim Tept.
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