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P rofessor  R. A. Kehoe,
Director  o f ; Ketter in g Research  Laboratory,
College o f Medicine,
Un iversity  o f C in cin at t i,
OHIO. U.S.A.:

Dear

:We have recen t ly  had en qu ir ies from some o f our associated  Companies 
in  underdeveloped cou n t r ies, concerning the hazards o f clean ing tanks th at  have 
contained leaded gaso lin e . M l areas have fu l l  in st ru ct ion s and the handbook 
issu ed  by the Associated Ethyl Company on how t h is should be- car r ied  ou t .
They have also  been to ld  th at  th is i s  a dangerous proceeding, but t h a t , provided 
the in st ru ct ion s are car r ied  out absolu te ly , th ere should be no danger to 
person n el. ; However, they have come back stat in g that  the Unions are demanding/ 
th at  men doing t h is kind o f work should be given  m ilk.

I  appreciate th at  i t  has been said  in  medical text-books in  the past  
th at milk has a b en e fic ia l act ion  on the excret ion  o f lead  and in  the prevention  
o f T.E.L. and lead poison in g. I  know many o f taese employees may be under­
nourished and th erefore milk would be good fo r  them. But I  would be very 
gr at e fu l i f  I  could have a statement from you to the e ffe c t  th at  milk does or 
does not a ss is t  in  the prevention  o f lead poison in g.

Obviously the Unions w ill a lso  bring up sim ilar  quest ion s with regard 
to the use o f lead p a in t s, and perhaps you could include th is in  your rep ly .

I am sorry to worry you on t h is poin t , but I have been asked to 
obtain  the opin ion o f the best  modern au th or it ies on t h is ooin t , and th erefore 
I would be grate fu l fo r  your assist an ce .

In our own Company in  th is country we do not give lead  workers milk 
because we halve been given  to understand th at , provided the proper precaut ion s 
as to p rotect ive cloth in g, e t c . are car r ied  out, and provided th ere i s  adequate 
ven t ilat ion  ip workshops, there should be no danger o f lead poison in g. In fac t , 
we have had no cases o f t h is sor t  fo r  many years.

Kindest regards. lou rs
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