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Alex Saehtr, Standard Insulation Co.. .74 Psterton Ave., East -Rutherford, .
' ■ ' ■ N,J, - RMS. AMS- (prepreg).

T.J. Scbeircr, Wiener Manufacturing Co., P. O.B-ox 359, Trenton. N.J. -P 
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- R ti D - Research It Development

Under the direction of C, L, Condit‘of -SPt,: an organisational meeting- of The SP1 
Asbestos Technical and Standards Committee convened at The Hotel Commodore, 
New York City at 10:00 a. m. '

in calling the meeting to order, Mr. Condit asked each peraon present to intro­
duce himself and give his company affiliation.

Purpose ' • • ' ' . ■

In hie preliminary remarks, Mr. Condit told of the history of the Reinforced 
Plastics Division of 5PI, and Into doing, said that the Division has done an ex­
tremely commendable Job over the ycars.in servicing the Industry. He reminded 
those present that there were several. Engineering and Technical Committee* 
formally organised under the Reinforced Plastic* Division,’ each handling its 
problem* in a manner which will-expedite completion of the scope of activities. . 
He told of the present active' Technical Committees, such a* those on Pipe, . 
Corrugated Panel*,’Boats, Electrical Flat Sheet Laminates, Preform, Premix . 
and o tbs re. Certain of the Committees, according to Mr. Condit, such aa the. 
.Corrugated Panel Committee have set out to promulgate voluntary industry stand-, 
aids through the Department of Commerce; ’ -

On the other hand, other Committees, depending upon the type problem* they are - 
attempting to solve, set out’to complete their work on a lee* formal basts. For 
instance, the Preform Committee holding three meetings a year discusses at its 

..meetings the latest developments In materials, equipment, etc. ’ .

Ail in all. Mr, Condit concluded, each.individual Committee writes its own ticket'



of operation la aesemblingand disseminating engineering end tecimieel Inforroa- 
don.whlcb wilt advance tin Industry which it represent!. ' ■' . ' '

In introducing the Chairman of the Asbestos Committee, D. V. Rosato of ’ 
RtyhMtoi-MuiltttUn, tha.Secretsry aaid that Mt. Rosato was appointed some­
time ago by the Policy Committee of the Reinforced Plaetlca Division to ascertain 
whether in the opinion of the rew material, suppliers and end-users there le an 
interest la a permanent organisation of ao Asbestos Technical and Standards Com* 
mlttcs, ■ ' . '

Scope of Activities

Chalrman Rosato, In bis opening remarks, aaid that reinforced asbssto* plastics 
parts are finding iacrsassd usage and interest and drat,, therefore, it has heoD 
evident for some time now that an Investigation should be made- of tha poe eible 
organization of an Asbestos Technical and Standards Committee under the sponsor, 
ship of ?PI. Headded that accordiogto the bylaws of the Society, osa-of the 
purposes of die SPTle to assemble and dfsneminate scientific, engineering end 

' other information on pis sties forthe Industry and the military organizations; to 
promote social intercourse among those engaged In the plastics industry and ' .

' generally through Its activities to advance the application and use of plastics.

Mr. Rosato then submitted to those present e proposed agenda a round.which dis­
cussions would ravolvs in an attempt to agree on a scope of activity for an ' 
Asbestos Committee. '

Mr. Rosato Indicated that some Urns ego be contacted by letter approximately 
200 companies |n order toescertain the interest which exists in the formation of 
an Asbestos Committee. - As a result of this communication over 100 companies 
indicated an interest. Therefore, the day's meeting was called by tha SP1 ' -
office: usibg as a mailing list those companies expressing desire in Joining the 
organization. ' • ■' • ' '

With these remarks,. Chairman Rosato then asked for an open discussion as to 
what in the opinion of thasa present would be. a logical scope of-activity for the 
Committee. Several suggestions were made. Among them: -

I. Itemize the essential characteristics of asbestos reinforced plastics
products: . ; ' ' '

' 2. Itemize the principal products which are now being prpduccd of 
asbestos.. ■ ■ • ' '

. 3. Itemize the unique properties imparted by asbestos .to finished prod- '
' ucts. . . ' • • . •

There did arise the quea tioa es to whether, the Committee limit its scope'to only . 
asbestos: or, on the other'band, whether lt would seem logical'that the Committee 

’ diver all types of reinforcements.. Including glass. ■ It Seemed to be die consensus 
that tbs Committee would dilute its efforts should it cover at this time all typos of 
reinforcements; that, rather, there ar.e enough problems in the asbestos industry



warranting a leper at eCbnunittec on Asbestos;. .

. Chairman Ronta aeked that'thole promt indicate by a abowisg of hands the '
; basic interest which each company has IVthe formation of‘an Aabestoi Committee.

. As a Tesott of'{hip query, a sheet was circulated and each company designated Ito 
' basic interest by code letters. (Please'sec llsting-of those present and the code - 
designations following each name. | ' . • ' '

Throughout the discussions, the Secretary Indicated that it would be a good public 
relations move for the Asbestos Comr.jittee to agree that, a permanent organisa­
tion is desirable.

It was-envisioned by several present that the group should study teat methods of 
both the asbestos reinforcement and,.In,turn, the finiabed pert. '

It was revialedtbit the'Asbestos Textile Institute baa'indicated interest in co­
' operating with the SPI in an effort to develop authoritative Information on asbestos. 
It was pointed out that it would bo highly desirable In the early stages of the 
organisation to draw on the data- which baa been accumulated by tbe'ATI.

An attempt was m»de to list several broad general categories of applications 
where asbestos reinforced products are-reaching volume production. These in­
clude structural applications; such as beams and rods: electrical grade products:

' high temperature applications, such as for aircraft and missiles; premix cosn- 
poundapchemical-resilient applications: and others. - ' ''

All in all, it was agreed that there are many avenues of approach in a study of .
. asbestos-applied to the reinforced plastics industry.

It was opined that it would be well -to obtain from the Asbestos Textile Institute 
the types and-grades of asbestos which ary now being made available cummer- ' 
flatly to the plastics' industry, it was deemed highly advisable to obtain all 
j>ubli»heddat* on preientforras of asbestos through the ATI sad'leadbg comps- . 
nies in the field.- ' ■ ■ ■

It seemed to be the constueua of those at the meeting that t'.arc is a great need ' - 
to set up some sort of system whereby the vs.'ious c>—:-u..ee in the asbestos 
.field educate one another. . yor. instance, there a .*• cheicdl data-in the bands of 
..raw material suppliers of asbestos. The fabricators, on-the other hand, have 

. certain information. This is true also .of the Military. If tha-Committee could 
- agree on a scope ‘of activity which would’bring all of this data together, if would • 
b'v according to .those present a good educational move. ’ - '

- Then, too, the Committee could keep itoelf apprised of the various specifications 
.on asbestos,, not only those which exiif in the United Stated but those from abroad, . 

' such'as Great Britain, . . • ' ” •

'It eeenjd to be Agreed that ha a first undertaking it would be well to fprmiilate - 
plans to'disseminate information .and'data to -thoee interested in the subject of



asbestos. For.Instance,, it weepoiated out.that in ml sells applications there i. ' 
the problem of high temperature's ud undoubtedly the Committee through a' ' ■ 
coordinated effort can collect eilstliig data onthls subject, and in'to doing, place 
It In the hands ol those laced with the problem of applying asbestos to missile 
design.' . .

Decomposition studies'might also be made. '

It wu agreed that-close liaison shonld be maintained with Mr. H.A. Perry, Jr. 
who heads np a Committee in A STM which la Considering asbestos Os used in the 
reinforced plastics industry.- - . ‘

Agreement on Formal Organization'

The Committee agreed that an Asbestos .and Technical Staadarde Committee shell 
formally be organised; and for the present, at least,' it shall cover only the sub­
ject of asbestos, - - -

Agreement on-forking Committee ■ - . ' '

Those preaent at the day's meeting then agreed that a concerted effort will be 
-made to draw up questionnaire forms'; and in so doing, conduct a field surrey in 
order to obtsin literature end industry requirements on tbs use of asbestos in the 
reinforced plastics industry. '■• ' . . .

The area of contacts in /this literature search are to be made to each segment of 
the. industry according to the following outline: . '

. - I. materials' ' ' .
■ ' (a) asbestos

(bj resins .

- 2. fabricators

. 31 consumer’s .
' ■ {») military

(bj commercial

' ' . . 4. research and development

Haying'agreed that questionnaires wilt he circulated to all segments of industry, 
Chairman Roeetothen ashed for volunteers to assist on s task group in drawing 
Up the form or forme 'as the'ease may be. The following working, group was . 
organized; ' .' ' ' •

D. V. Rosato, Chairman - Raybeetoe-Manhattan Co,

I. '. Material ' ' ......... :
• (a) Asbestos: . . ' •

.. Edwerd .A.'FsVrell, American'Smelting h Refinery Co.
. R.'T. Crouch, Johns-Manville Corp, - '

' 1J. F. Jerome, North American Asbestos Corp, '



• . ■ • (b) • ftcain: .'
Bruce CtdtrJ, Bakelite Co. 
X.. Spiwak, Rogcra Corp.

2. fabricators ' . ..
’ ' . T. J. Schelrar, Winner Manufacturing Co:.
’ qha*« Donaldaon, Washington. D.C.

(a) Military- ’ . j
-------srr. Burt, Army BalliaticMieaUe Agency [ .■

H.S. Wclko, Bell Aircraft Cotp. I
' ' G.R.ROgger.Pteatinny Araenal . I •

(b) Commercial; . • . I
' Harvey £; Atkinson-) ^ \

■ • • John Tetl ■ j E.I. duPont it Nemoure l< Col

4, Research usiOndtpent . \
- - Gerald J, Hoag', Battalia Memorial Institute __J

Having orgasixed the above Subcommittee, the foil owing action will now be taken*

1. D. V. Rosa to will by correspondence with eath individual on (he
Working Committee obtain detailed euggeatione as to the essential 
point* to be covered in the questionnaire. . ' • ' .

2. A meeting of die task group-will then’ be held by Mr.' Roaato ip 
order to formulate the details of the questionnaire.

' 3. The questionnaire will tken be sent through the SPI Socretary.

Other Buelneaa • ' " . . . . . '

The Secretary a«gg**t*d that It would be highly-advieable fortheAsbeatpa Com­
mittee to plan to obtain for Uie exhibit at the Thirteenth Annual'Conference of tho 
Reinforced Plastics Divialca typical commercial item* made with.asbestos e* the 
reinforcing agent. • The Committee wholeheartedly agreed that a Concerted effort 
will be made to obtain such article*.. ' • ' - . -

Next Meeting ' ' ■ ' ' • .

The next meeting will probably be held in November but then only at tha ditcretioi 
of Chairman Roaato, depending upon th* progreak made ip aendingout the ques­
tionnaire. . . '

The meeting.waa adjourned at 12:00 noon.

Respectfully submitted! '

Charles !>.' Condit, Secretary

CI>C:el:hj


