Dr. T. Bs Dumn
Shanghai, China
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Fobruary 2k, 1937

Dre Te Be Dunn '
Robert Dollar Building
51 CGanton Road -

Shanghat
Dear Dostor Dunn:

Some ligtle time ago I
recelved a letter from Mr. F. M. 3, “egner, representative
of the Ethyl Export Corporatlion, indicating that he had
discussed with you the question of the mediecal care of
the nixing personnel employed in certain plants in which
Ethyl Fluid 1s being mixed with gagoline in the environs
of Shanghai. I have no doubt Mr, Tognor discussed with
you most of the important aspeets of this question btut
as the Chlef lMedlcal Consulbant of the Ethyl Export Core
poration 1t seems advisable to transmit to you such ine
formatlion as willl acquaint you with the general mediecal
policies of the Corporatlion, as well as such scisntific
information as will acquainb you with the atudlies of the
problems of Industriel hygiene which arise in connection
with this business. v

First I shmuld like to point
out that our primary purpose has been to prevent industrial
exposure to lead compounds which would produce cases of lead
polisoning. It was our origingl, feeling when thls business
developed in the Unlted States, the manner of mixing, the
type of equipment and the hygienlo regulations would have
to be prepared and enforced by the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation
if 1t were to contlinue in business without thereby produsing
a series of cases of polsoning among mem in thias work, The
early experimental work in this laboratory indicated the
character of the hazards of the mixing operations and of all
other operations associated with the industry. It became
apparent that the compound tetraethyl lead was an exceddingly
treacherous lead compound and that 1t would be necessaary to
r1gidly regulate the handling of the material. From time to
time, therefore,:we have issued instructions based on the
continued observations of industrisl conditions. We have .
Improved the equiprmont through the engtneering facilitlies
of the Corporation in such a way as tomake ‘the industry
safe. Our experlence in this country has demonstrated that
the material can be handled safely if the equipment 1s properlv
built and operated, and if the regulationa are adequately
enforced.: . Begzuse the work of mixing la‘simple and becanae
it can be sarried out for years without &1ffioulbies, I havu
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been convinoced that the precautionary measures sould not
be maintelned in foroe except through the supervision of
~ compebtent physiclans who, understanding the difficulties,
would conbtinue to insist upon rigld enforcement of the
reguletions. Therefore I have wished to obtain mediecal
supervision of each one of the mixing plants, and I have
attempted to obtaln the services of men of competence who
could be countad upon to examine the men carefully and who
could also be counted upon to exert pressure, if need be,
upon the management at the plants. We have met surprisingly
few obstascles and for the most part plant meanagers have baen
entirely cooperative, This, I belleve, 1a largely due to
the fact that our medical consultants have been respécbgd
and have continued to do competent and careful work shile
‘maintélning a position relatively independent of the industry
involved. Obvicusly it has been impossible for me to sece,
intervicw and selset all of the men who are engaged in this
worke However I have seen a considerable mmber of them
and I have kept In contact through correspondence with others-
with vhom I have not had the pleasure of talking.

In a letter of this sort

I can not hope to convey to you more than my general point
of view, MNoreover I do not feel that it 1s necessary to
glve detalled instructions to a competent medical man.
Honever, in order that you may ve familiar wlith the general
policies which obtain, I am sending you a memorandum which
I prepared some tine ago which I hope will be of service

to you. I am also sending you under separate cover a book
which contains a series of studies made on varlous phases
of the problams of industrial hygiene and public health
which are assoclated with the distribution and use pf Ethyl
Fluid and leaded gasoclines I should appreclate 4t very much
if you would examing the memorandum and if you would make
some study of the book which I am sending you. I should also
be grateful to you if you would commmicate with me from tims

to time, particulsrly in relation to any special problems or
ques tlong which may arise. Wherever I have gone for the first
time, I have found certain misundsrstandings. It is particularly
true that many people have confused the hypothetical dangers
of leaded gasollne with the wvery real dangers arising from
conbact with the concentrated material,: -We have attempted

to stralghten out these mlsuwnderstandlngs and to obtaln
compllance with the regulations in the matter of handling

the Fluld, while at the same time attempting to prevent undue
~and wawarranted anxiety among persons who handle only the

finished product, I am sure you will £ind difficulties of
this sort, and 1t secems likely that you may te called on from
time to time to sxamine persong who bellieve they have heen
Injured through lead absorption from the handling of gascline
containing the lead compound. I have newer seen a ocase of
lead polsoning on connection with the most severe exposure .
to gasoline, Nor do I believe that such ceases will occur,
On the ofther hand 4t has been my practice to examine persons
. wlth alleged 1llness of this type with the sams care and = =
precision that I would use in the case of persons definltely
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and significantly exposed to lead in the hazardoussglead
tradesa, . It is my feeling that all of my associates should
carry on their work in this game spirit., By so doing they
will arrive at thelr own conclusions and at the same time
they will not give blased opiniona based on the work of
others, or on conclusions provided by this office and this
“laboratory. In this latter connection 1t might be very
. Interesting to you to know that this laborastory,of which
I am the Director, 1is engaged in the study of ‘occupational
dissase in general, and as the representatives of thd University
. of Cineclnnatl it 1s up to us to maintain an-entirely apens
.minded position In all mattera related to industries w‘fwse

provlems we are investigating. | @

i "
: I trust I may have the Lpﬁor-
tunlty at sane time to make your acqualnbtance other than
through correspondence, Meanwhile my most cordial greetings.

 Stneerely yours,,
g \

RAXsis Rebert A, Xehoo, [HeDe
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