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j September 33, 1971 ■ . ■
i . • ■ ' ■ ■' ' • ■ ■ ■  ■ FDA S ta tu s  o f T alc

; ■• “"' "8ota3sl~178-71Mr. S .  J .  S llaw prth P resid en tD esert M in e rals, l a c ,1891 South Coast Highway Laguna Beach, C a li fo r n ia  92SS1Dear Mr. E llsw orth:ihanh you fo r  your le t t e r  o f September 2> 1971, w ith the attached Inform ation concom ing the FDA ¡status of D e sertaie  56 and D e se rta lc  57. C opies of correspondence fro »  A lfre d  A « R u sse ll o f FDA' s D iv is io n  o f  Casa Guidance was o f  s p e c ia l in t e r e s t , Wo hav® proposed a s p e c if ic  form ulation fo r  a t a l c - f i l l e d  re sin  and described  tho proposed us® con d itio n s in  a la t t e r  to PDA and axe aw aiting a response.I t  i s  our understanding th a t the FDA i s  co n sid erin g  the p u b lica tio n  o f a food a d d itiv e s  re g u la tio n  th a t w il l  l i s t  p e r B is a ib le p ig a e n ts  fo r  use in  polymers such as p o ly o le f in s , According to  the Food Chem ical Hews o f August 2 3 ,1 9 7 1 , the pigments l i s t e d  under S e ctio n  121,2514 (x x v i) w i l l  probably be in clu d e d . As you are  aware, t a lc  i s  l i s t e d  in  th is  group o f  pigm ents.
■ . . :.v . ■ ; _ ; ' ' • . . . ' • . 'With regard to 'th e  second quest!on in  sy  le t t e r  o f A u g u s t 23, 1971 and your 

comments, th is  question was prompted by the attached item  which appeared in  the Chemical and Engineering News o f J u ly  12, 1971. T his i t e a  in d ic a te s  th at concern has been expressed over the i'preaence o f t r e n d lit e , avfo ra  o f a sb e sto s , in  in fa n t  talcum powders. This caused us to .wonderfabout the amounts o f  t r e a o l i t e ,  serp en t!n o  and anthophy111to in  your t a l c s .  We know o f n o  present re g u la tio n  which would l im it  the presence o f these m a te r ia ls , however| In  f a c t ; ;  S e c t io n .121;2562 o f the food a d d itiv e s  re g u la tio n s perwit® the use o f  asbestos in  rubber, a r t i c le s  intended fo r r s p e a te d  c o n ta c t u se . We would be in te r e s te d  in  knowing the r e s u lts  o f  any stu d ie s  you say m a k e w h ich .w ill id e n t ify  a«o . naasum  the sBOunts ^ - i s o i d s m t a i  a ia e r a is  preheat; in ;y o u r  t a l e s ,  ■ ■ ■ ......................
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