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STANDARD OIL COMPANY (INDIANA)

910 S. Mich igan  Avenue

CHICAGO, August 7 , 1923.

Etfcyi G aso lin e  Corporat ion , 
25 Broadvay,
Lev: York , N.Y.

A t ten t ion : Mr. E. \1, Webb

Gentlemen:

A h ealth  qu est ion  on Eth y l h as ju s t  come t o  my a t t en ­
t ion  and inasmuch  as i t  i s  o f a d i f fe r e n t  n atu re  than  anywe have 
en coun tered, I  t h in k  i t  probably worth  w h ile look ing in t o  i t  t o  get  
th e f u l l  st o r y  and p o ssib ly  ad v isab le  to  c le a r  up th e p robab le wrong 
im pression  in  th e minds o f th e peop le in  th e communiiy.

Coopersv i l l e  
b e l ie v e  was

d ied  on Ju ly  15th  n ear  
, M ich igan  from what th é peop le o f th e n eigh borh ood 
Eth y l p o ison in g. The fa c t s  ar e  as fo l lo w s:

Th ere was a gaso l in e  se r v ice  st a t io n  on_J£ighray U .S. 16 
abou t  one m ile w est  o f G o o p e r sv il le , which took
over  fo r  op erat ion  abou t  October 24th , 1927. Thqy h andled our goods as 
a custom er . The st a t io n  was l igh t e d  by a Delco system  and fo r  power 
fo r  th e motor thqy u sed  Red Crown Eth y l G aso lin e . When th^y f i r s t  took  
over  th e st a t io n  th e Delco en gin e was in  th e main room o f th e st a t io n  
i t s e l f  w ith  an exh au st  wipe run n in g th rough  th e w a ll . The Tvdragas s le p t  
in  t h is same room. The fumes from th e exh au st  were n o t ic e ab le . About 
A p r il 1 st  o f t h is  y ear  th e Delco p lan t  was removed t o  a le an - t o  sh ed . 
P robably  a f t e r  t h a t  t im e some o f th e exh au st  fumes came th rough  th e open 
windows. : .

Some t im e ago, bu t  I  do n ot  h ave th e exact  d a t e , Mrs.
___(began  t o  break  ou t  w ith  sm all r ed d ish  brown b lo t che s. About Jun e 15,

1928, sh e c a l le d  Dr . S t i c k i ly  o f C o o p e r sv ll le  and sh e ’was taken  t o  th e Mercy 
H osp it a l o f Muskegon and cared  fo r  by D r s. M arsh all and LeFevre o f Muskegon, 
and h er  sick n e ss became fu r t h e r  com plicated  w ith  an a t t ac k  o f th e F lu . While 
in  th e h o sp i t a l  t h e  d octo r s at tem pted a b lood t r a n sfu sio n . »'hen th e in c is io n  
was made i t  was found t h a t  th e a r t e r ie s  were h ardened, and Mr. 
say s t h a t  th e d octo r s p u lled  some k in d o f a fib r o u s su bstan ce from th e 
a r t e r ie s alm ost  l i k e  a lon g w h ite t h r ead , and t h at  no b lood  flow ed from 
th e a r t e r y , on ly: a w atery su b st an ce . I  am ad v ised  t h a t  t h ere  were o th er  
d octo r s in  co n su lt a t io n  on th e case .

' h as r ed d ish  brown b lo tch e i
t h r e e - six t e e n t h s: o f an in ch  in  d iam eter .

on h is sk in  about
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While i t  i s  th e gen er al im pression  o f th e n eigh borhood 
h at  M r s d i e d  o f E t ly l  p o ison in g, y e t  th e death  c e r t i f i c a t e  -which 

hand you h erew ith  shows t h a t  th e cau se o f th e death was car d iac  asth m a, 
and th e con t r ib u to r y  cau se was in h a la t io n  o f carbon monoxide g a s.

We h ave n ot  at tem pted a com plete m ed ical in v e st iga tio n  o f 
t h is case , bu t I  : th ough t  i t  ad v isab le  to give  you t h is  in fo r m at ion , and 
p o ssib ly  yoiir  m ed ical s t a f f  w i l l  be in t e r e st e d  in  fo llov / in g i t  up.

Yours t r u ly ,

(Sg d .)  R, -I. Fellin gh am
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