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" OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ACT

In our life today,,the only constant is change. The rate

“;of change is based notjonly on scientific discovery or

-“advancing technology, but, ‘very. lmportantly, on legislation.'

Who . . here or elsewhere. ; anticipated the drastic

change in the future off:‘ ‘ibre sales that has resulted.

from legislation in the last three‘years in. local and federal -

‘ jurisdiction?,

The recent Federal 0ccupat‘o a‘ Safe‘ytand Health Act. (the

ill have a" far-reach1ng

iy thegpnitedjStates.

President Nixon signed his’bill into law in December, 1970.

In August 1971, thj first set "¢Safety and Health Standards

became. effective.,n

t’the most comprehensive and

‘the.world concerning .



S It includes threshold limit valuas_for.many, yes, hundreds

. of toxic materiala.‘ Threshold limit values, in accord with

this law, mean the maximum allowable limits of -exposure to
a substance whereby no. employee will, suffer an occupational

inj ury, illness, oxr occupational disease.

The threshold limit value set for asbestos (and there is no
-differentiation between chrysotile, amosxte and crocidoli te)
‘is 12 fibres per milliliter greater than 5 microns in length,

:*measured by the menbrane filter method at 430x phase contrast
_magnification or. 2 mppcf of air as dete*mined by the impinger
method.

While thlB threshold limit‘ alue ow the U. s. federal

laws where the ,tates

The threshold limit value for asbestos is a confused mess

at the moment, and that is‘one of YOL* me:or sales problens.

The average smal b si" juSt:doesn’t xnow’ how to comply.



Several yeareﬁago. br

U. S. Public. Health Service, appointed a committee of medical
and scientific people'to etudy“thereffect of‘ashestos.and
health, and arrive'at‘a.threshold.limit value.

.Some of the names of members of this committee that you may
recognize are nr. George Wright, Dr. Irving Selikoff pr. Paul
tGross, and others. Frankly, this committee has wrangled and

argued, but achieved very little.'

'About two years ago, the ma;ority had concluded ‘that 5 fibres

per milliliter of air, 5 microns in length determined by ‘the
membrane filter method with excursions permitted for 15 minutes
" each hour up.t0'107fibres'for'not more than five excursrons'

daily, wouldfbeﬁacceptable

- This, incidentally, is the present American conference of

'}Governmental Industrial Hygieriste revieed threehold limit

value.

authority on threehold limit values.g You see, however, thae




Awhen the Asbestos AdvisoryLCOmmitte Qcame up with 5 fibres

as a standard, Dr. Selikoff rejected it ' In‘fact, I understand
he pulled a Russian act and walked out of the meeting. BHe
proposed a2o0r3 fibre limit for asbestos.. He threatened
Dr. Marcus Key‘that he would write a dissenting opinion if
the 5 fibre limit were set. He.aIBO'pointed'out the power

of "big international labor" that he had backing him up.

Imagine, if you can, one dissenter now influencing the results

~of. the findings of a committee of leading scientists.

3 The sad - part of the entire story is that,no one person on the
committee has anyﬂ cientific or:medical basis for reducing

'the threshold limit value.

-In the interim, arcus Key knew that, in aceord with) the new
Federal Act,~the U.-s Public Pealth SerVice would be dissolved,ii
ﬂand transferred to a new and powerful age cy called the
. 'National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health or NIOSH.
.'iMarcus wanted the Job of director of NI OSH very badly, as did.
Selikoff In the interim, Marcus would not rock the Asbestos—
Selikoff boat.' It was,a neca-to-neck po"iticaT battle between
Key and selihoff'up tO‘the'dead“' '“']Key:was supported by the

-politicians;ﬂandféelikof :by_laborawwxey°was thefwinner, when




in Toronto in May, 197

ESelikoff has not taken

his appointment as director of NIOSH.

thls lightly. Key still hasn't rocked ‘the Asbestos boat . . &

the OSHA standards made effective in August, 1971, came out
- as<12 fibres " } . (the formexr Walsh—Healey standards).

Meanwbile, Selikoff is using every means, including testimony
before COngressional commlttees, before city, atate and
federal EPA commlttees, in the IIHRP newsletter, and direct

communication with labor leadersfand Congressional leaders,

Ato reduce the aSbestoa threehold?limit value to 2 or 3 frbres.

We. don't know'hovftoTattain%aFZ?fibrexstandard in our plants

which have, in our opinion,ieffvcient7and effective control.

: Certainly, therefore an t livc with 1t.

: The ridiculous part is that the’only basis and crite)ia

Selikoff has . is .a. study of Thernal Insulation Workers that

were exposed~tofsllica,

wel ing umes, booze, cigarettes,

and what not. ert he is attempt ng: ‘to. control all uses of
'asbestos on this baeis, and*un ess some stronger action is

‘taken than has been demons.rated *n the past, he may well oo

‘fit.

We have been fighting he battle on{the scien ificémedical

and.labor are fiahting a tougn, hard

front while Seli of




1VESuppose we lose }‘. let's.lookzat;the provisions of the'OSHA"L
llaw with a 2 or 3 asbestos fibre threshold limit value. Let's
think of the mffect on use of asbestos in otr own plants, as
well as our U. S. customers. Under the‘new law, anyone employ-

* ing one or more employees must:

Slide #2 - Duties
#3 ' penalties

#4 (
(standards

45 - |
 #6 . - variances

O

?(Inséqo£$ons apa InvéStigations

Hear*ngs and Judlcmal Rev*ew

" NToSH

io@sifSafétyjaﬁésHsalth Act

: .oﬁiéiffioﬁlt;ﬁofiﬁégisez -
the hardship and almostmimposs*b e u??#;Of meet;néﬂtbe‘provisions
Tof this federal law if the.TLJ o“fssﬁostosyfibre is established

at 2 or 3 flbres.‘

What:elsé is{ﬁéébénihg on' £hi fﬂw”iosffronﬁ?




‘ The Federal Environmental..rotection~.gency'is currently
AconSidering regulations to control asbestos in the general
atmosphere. Our’ Asbestos Information Association has been
working with the Federal EPA attempting to temper the effect.:
Many of the iegulations deal with the. mining and milling of
.nasbestos. While this‘pertainsgto;the u. S.. we are aware
_that:there haye‘been‘éiscussionslwith Canadian goyernmental

officials.

‘,Here are some: of the regulajions*that will affcct asbestos
processing, product use, waste disposal, specific prohibitions

and equipment specifications..fp

FederslEPA Regulations)

'-The Illinois Environmental Prot ction Agency has prop sea
'regulations to control‘asbestos‘in*insula ion, in construﬂtion,.
falteration'andirepfi of:styuctur enolition, the mant- -

ucts, and use of asbestos
(ﬁagesfé,‘s & 6‘—:Illinois Regula“ion)

The cities of uew York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Los Angeles,
: 3Ma -aken‘action to. ban the 4
use of asbestos in’spra iireo*oofinc.-”Like the State of

'-lllinois,fmanyfofﬁtﬁese,co 1-ave‘§one further tban 3ust




banning sprayed insulation.,

and control of thermal insulation.

We have continvally defended our position that while control

of effluent isiappxopriate) a total ban of the use of asbestos

- is unwarranted.

ThelSenate commerce Committee, uﬁder 51478 Hazardous Substance

Conuxol Ant, 1s. curxa'xtly coasidaring a ban on the import of
blue (crocidolLte) asbestos fib*e into the United suates.

It 15 of 1nterbst to note that D“. bhria waaner, who was among

the flrst mediwal scientists?to,a tach an association of bluc

public ‘is at risk'fron the

‘community air.

_-cus &ey, 'is unde*takinc




Forjthe'past sevenhyears,- S. Publie Health

‘the formex:U.:

Seruice'has<been doing an asbestos epidemiological study

at the industry s request through the Asbestos Textile
"ﬂf"' xnstitute. We hadl excellent cooperation with the old
U. S. Public Health Service. The new NIOSH does not need

l‘ccoperation. They can move into any industry to make the.

‘studies’ they deem,necessary. They have initiated surveys at
the PPG and Uniroyal asbestos operations. Imagine the position

_of your smaller customer if put into a circumstance such as.

this.

--Present customers are questioningﬁtheir liability exposures

’and control problems involved in:the- use of asbestos.

General Electric is concerned about'asbestos insulating
paper in: motors and toaster boards A.Ford, General Motors

‘and Chrysler are. questioning the us fof asbestos as .xeinforce-

'ment materials,vand in brake,li i-ngs. Recently, we had

eetings with Kodakvandf'roctor &.Garble regarding thermal
i

insulations conta n Sears Roebucs has queetioned

ing.asbest 8

1the use  of asbestos'in products so’daby hem. Clift Shec&ler

has-a forthcoming meeting se+ “p with Stone & Webster regarding .

I cou

insulation..




'Dr. X

use of asbestos.

In Apri of ‘thisyear héﬁdesisned"and'

conducted a special course on Occupational Health Hazards

for‘Trade Union Representatives. ‘The Unions represented on

the Adv;sory COmmittee included:

(read some from page 4 of program)

thle this course included all types of disease, asbestos

was the major subject of discussion. Dr. Selikoff not only

'influenced many 1nternational‘Union people, but really

‘stirred up a storm with our Manville, Wauxegan and Toronto

plant Unions.- (Brief description‘of Manville, Waukegan and

-Toronto problems )

- Selikoff also- recentlyutestified befor ;a COngressioral

- Committee regarding theVHazardous uﬁstanoeiQOntrol'Ac#, and

~ went into considerable'detail regardi g'the hazards Oa.A

}espeqially those'doin

insulation substitute



“In November, the Canadi'n Broadcasting: Company willado ar Tv

show . . “This Land.” It featuree Dr._Selikoff and Iven

'Sabourin. The subject will be. "Asbestos._ “We have been

unable to see a preview of the film. he show was initiated
by a'etudent teamuat'the Uhivereity of‘Edmondton;‘Albertaa
We know it deals in part with the- subject of children using

asbestos in the schoolroom for arts and crafts work.

Paul Brodeur, author of the 1968 New Yorker article, has
v_another in the. October 23rd issue .;; developing vigorously

"the- concept of- asbestos hazard to the general public.

Obviously, I have not given you an optimistic picture. I have

attempted, however, to present.factually the nature of- the

-,rapidly changing conditions which will affect the sa;e and

use of asbestoq fibre in the United States.

I can assure you that'consideraoie e

ffort ,;; . by many PR

is being made to meet theman rdblems“aud to find answers

to the numerous’ unresolved qu

5 legislative hearivgs (Loczal,

'_Preeentations“hav"'been madea

erend_nggour“position. -

'state and fider 1):this ye



State adninlstratoqéyhag_heen:a“temper ngjinfluence.

The AIA/NA has moved,lntthhe task of"lnforming the general

public.

-Asbestos-Health research, worldwide, has been undertaken
through the QAMA 8 Institute of Occupatlonal and Environmental
Health, industry. assoclations, U. S. Public Health Service,

and dlrectly by J-M.'¢Several new projects are currently

'being developed tonfin L alidtanswers"to the many open

,‘questionSa

All. of this is aimed at providing the knowledge and the

climate 80 badlyAneeded to provide a. rational basxs for the

safe use of- asbestos



