
October 14, 1952

Mr. Manfred Bowditch  
Lead Industries Association  
420 Lexington Avenue  
Hew York City 17 .

Dear Manfred i

I return to you herewith the copy of Gehrmann *s draft o f  
the data sheet on lead oxide, which I have edited r ather  
carefully to bring It Into accord with my own way of  
speaking. Incidentally Gehrmann asked me originally  to  
provide him with a write-up of this type, but I coul dn’t  
do It when h f W n t e d  it, and' so.he told me to forget it .
He has done a good job of it, generally, I think, and  
my criticisms and suggestions, which I should be qui te  
as willing to make to him as to you, are matters of det ail  
rather than substaace. Therefore, I have no objecti on to  
his knowing that I took a crack at It, and I ’d like  to tell  
M m  about it, as a matter of courtesy, unless you ha ve good  
reason for wishing me not to do so. Since he is likely to  
recognize my hand in the matter. It would be well for me  to  
tell him.

I t M n k  I have answered all of your questions by my edi­
torial changes, but I may as well answer them direc tly.

1. I would never call a “lead line "a symptom of any thing.
Rather it is a physical sign (when lead Is involved) t hat
lead is present in the tissues in higher than norma l concentra­
tion. I have changed the wording accordingly.

2. Gehrmann1s statement in the marked paragraph is true,  
but It is not entirely relevant. I have modified it  
accordingly, to speak to the principal point at issue .

3. This is a statement and request, rather than a q uery.
I do not agree that this paragraph is confused In I ts proper  
context, but I ’ll not be stuffy about it, and I agree  that  
it is not the best statement of the case for present p urposes. ,  
The statement on which I have drawn was made for th e specific  
purpose of being lifted out of context and applied.  Therefore,  
with a very little modification I have quoted Gehrm ann’s source  
to better effect. I can state it no better, and I may  say that
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practically all of the confusion and controversy eve r this  
point 1ms arisen from the fact that several people who  cannot  
or do not read have accused me of saying something ve ry  
different.

4. This paragraph has in it some serious errors of typ ing  
and fact, as well as of omission. These, I have corr ected.
I have also made some changes in the other paragraph s on  
page 5. The reasons for these will probably be appa rent.

5 . I have taken care of your query, and added severa l other  
necessary points to the precautions. As to smoking, I t is  
difficult to prevent by flat, and judgment must be e xercised  
in the development and application of rules that see m 
reasonable and fair. The other matters are those wh ich seem  
obvious but are not, for I have seen them violated with fre­
quency in establishments that were thought to be sa tisfactory.

I believe this covers the situation. If I can help fur ther,  
let me know. I regret that I have been slow in replying , but  
I have been working much longer hours than I should,  trying  
to get caught up, while every day has continued to b ring in  
its grist of things which have required attention. Unfortunately,  
I have woidc to do which has a greater priority on my time than  
matters of this sort, important as they are, so that if the  
Manufacturing Chemists Association thinks it can be ca ustic  
with me, directly or indirectly, it can individually  and  
severally go to the devil. I have been compelled to le t much  
more important jobs sit for years until the pressure of  
immediately urgent affairs has subsided, so that I rem ain  
unimpressed by other pressures,except those of colle agues and  
associates whose personal appeal is almost irresistab le, except  
when there is a patient in distress.
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Sincerely yours,

Robert A. Kehoe^ M. 'D.

RAK ef

question. This need not infli  
but it needs bearing in m-Tnrj.
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