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Dear All,

Following initial information (attached zip file) about an initiative of the German study group BGFA of the Worker Insurance Funds
(Berufsgenosseschéfte), | made contact with Beate Pesch, epidemiologist at BGFA, to inquire about the precise nature of the
proposals. [We have ongoing work with BGFA on workers exposed to asphalt fumes.]

In short, the focus is on benzene exposure and Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma. The study request is driven by the umbrella organisation
HVBG in reaction to an apparently high financial burden of compensation claims in Germany. There is no detailed protocol available
yet (indicatively this autumn), but collaboration is planned with Prof Klippers of Essen University (see attached article) and clearly the
intention is the measure biomarkers of effect. HYBG will be the main funding agency, but it is conceivable for CONCAWE to co-
sponsor the project.

BGFA is open to quality external expert inputs. They have in the past had discussions with Debbie Glass (at the 2004 Munich
benzene symposium) and recently with Roel Vermeulen of Utrecht University and ex-NCI. Pesch indicated great interest to hear
suggestions from our side. From a brief glance at the attached proposal it is clear that their ideas for exposure assessment need to
be improved. They are keen on including high exposed workers in the study and think they might find these in Romania. They have
also probably talked with Franco Merlo who did the Biomed 2 Benzene study with Bulgarian petrochemical workers as the high
exposed group. | will make an attempt to find out a bit more about Romanian exposures in oil industry operations.

| would like to know whether we can make recommendations for the biomedical side of the project, for example based on Shanghai
project experience.

Pesch/BGFA welcome the opportunity for a meeting with our experts in the next couple of months and | would like to try to schedule
this. | would prefer if we had for example a ‘shadow’ protocol for this type of study, so that we could go in such a meeting with firm
ideas of how the project should be done. | cannot however gauge whether in our industry to what degree we have this capability. |
have some consultancy budget available to support preparation of such a meeting.

Please let me have your recommendations.
Kind regards,

Jan Urbanus

Technical Coordinator, Health Issues
CONCAWE (the oil companies' european organisation for environment, health and safety)
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