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PCBs spread APC'BS

to feed, food
in 17 states

WASHINGTON (AP) — PCB, »
toxic chemieal suspncted of causing
cancer, hus twrned up in smimal foed
and food w17 stutcs from Oregan on
1he West Coast 10 New Jersey in the
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subcommittee of ihe House Com.
merce Commiitoe
“"However, It is our best judgment
that the short-term nature of this n-
003 and e Jevels of contmming
toh found so far pose no Immediate
thirent 16 the health of consumers
the nifected states.” he sud.
e b were

East, Agriculture Dep otfs
clinls sind Fridoy. .

“We huve now locnled and de-
tined ppproximuiely 99,000 pounds
of puuttey and 16,08 pounds of fresh
Pork,” Assistant Apnculture Secre
tury Carol Jucker Foreman said dur-
g 8 congressionol bearmg.

She said officials bad found more
thun 73,000 pounds of comeminatd
epp products, nearly one-third of
which has been *‘incorporated into
ather food products.™

Despite the spread of PCR con
teminntion, tmced to 8 single puck-
ing plant in Billmgs, Mont., Foreman

S
shepticul, however

“How can you say there 18 no
major health hinzird when people ali
over the country don't know 3 they
can go nto the supermeckey and iy
safe Chickens Ang epps 2" pshed Rep,
Andrew Maguire, D-N.J.

Foreman said she was cerinin tha)
there  were  no  conteminnted
chickens In stores. Gurdier sald he
was “reasonably” certain that there
were no comtamingies fond products
comaining epg:s, such 15 Cake mixes,
it would be ancther 30 days before he
could be certain, he saki
J oflicinls and Jonho

and the acting of the
Food and Drug Adminsiration Kaid
people (aced no immediate health
thruat.

“PCBs are (oxic and may possily
chuse serious long: term health pron
foms,” Sherwin Gardner of the FDA
10ld the oversighi and investigaoons

(5¢¢ PCBs, Page SA)
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in PCB-hit insects

1OGAN, Utah (UP1) = 1°CH was
nuinted in brown pelicuns, baid eagle
eprs ond cow's mik in the ently
9A, and Uteh Stwie University re-
searehers fomd evidence at 1he time
hat One mixture of 1iue chemicid pro-
dhieed @b reaubitios in Inseets.

The renenrehem — Nabil Youssel,
Willlem A, Beindley and Joseph
Street — it that polychlormated bi-

onyl 104 10 houm: tly larvee caused
chunpes h the 1estes of the msects,
PO wok recently found in epps In
Ieuhe, Montnnn und  Utah, and
chichen  Inrmers  voluntanly  des:
Doyrd humdreds of thousands of

. chichens (o prevent cantsmination of

hunsns.

Tiw ehemical tx used an & conlent
I clectrical equipment such s gen-
eralors. Long ™m eXpORIre CAan
camke Nver probioms snd jesions in
humans.

The USU remwechers wald their
stichies shawed hat sone trout fed:
the flies which were contaminsted
with the mixtore — Arocior 125 ~
dovedoped  minote phvsiolopieal
chnpes.

T Wnrvie of the thes was injected
with the mnture white others wene

fnprepnuted with aceine Sor conrol

POM"S.

'“me--\ld male flies were immobi-
L hwd il diswested. Jxamunation

with a microscope showed that the

spermatkds nuckn of the fhies treated
with 1he PCD failed todivide.

Giov, John Lvnns niso were critical
of the Apricultury: Department’s han.
dimg of the contaminated products —
us Foreman hss been i 1he past.

1t took the government 19 days to
ohtaly test resulis after samples
were laken from contammated pout-
iry, 5 dnys 10 siop swls and 7) dnys
to trace the source of the PCBa.

Meanwhile, the FDA also an
nounced that it had conducied a pro.
cery-store survey in 24 westem snd

d prn citics thatl B xpokes
3AI0 WHS “VOTY reassuring m o tening
of I*CH contamination.”

EDA spokesman Wayne Pines shid
apency inspeclors  checked  epps,
chicken, pk, oge noudies and
msyonnuise at 48 retmd stores. He
said 1race levels of IXCR weo found
only In 6 sampies of cgps.

The manufacture of PCHs, poly.
chiorinated  biphenyls, bas  been
banned by the government HBut the
toxic chemical still 5 widely used in
electrical trantformers and  other
cquipment as & cooiunt and lubri.
can.

Fodern officinls said the source of
the current contamination was =
lenking transformer w1 a slornge
shed st the Prierce Packing Co. In By-
s, Officials said they beleved
about 200 gallons of the PCR leaked

Wt the plant's wnziewater system,
which s dredped foe megike by pra
ducts 10 e wsed I mear imeal, an
gredient in animal foed

Vred C. Presce 10, brard chalym.an
Of the pocking comgniny. toted the vy
CONMIBHICE: “We nre sorry
volvement in this recutent.” B vl
e Nirst word of 1C 1 leabagpe s b
PIAnY cmme Somi fedrriad mivpt s

Apsiculture Deportment officinky
provided ihs v o states wiere
PCB contamizition his heen fn:
Montnini, Utith, Tdabn, Washy
North Dakow, M toir, bgwis, Ne-
braska, Wyomg, Orepon, Peancy)
vasia, New Jersey, Olo, Kinsos,
South Dakota, Colorasn and T,

Other offic nls vt the tonlc Chesm
leal hadt turned up m hedibe freose
shpped 16 Canisdo wvd Impan, T
prease is used i ihe nanutecture of
o0,

Donald Houston, head of the Apn-
culture Dyportownr's Food Salety
and QUATItY Scrvie, sid offu b,
were comthing to test cows, hoges
and other animals slaughtend fuy
hunkm comsumption for PCB con
tummation.

50 far, he said, there have beaen e
SIS dndicating  contimmation
beef.

The 16,000 pounds of pork ordesed,
withheld from ihe mitthetplace came
from 0 % slinphtered i Idobs
aher bemg fud meat known to hwe
heen contiminitedl with PUB, Tuws §
ton said. He s ofticiis me owait-
Ing test results on thwe pork ise i,
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