Yes, when you consider
these developments:
 The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health and Social
Sesvices recommends no
more than one meal of Lake
Michigan salmon or trout
r week,
o Ned Fogle, Great Lakes
fisheries  specialist for
Michigan, says his state is
recommending that women
of child bearing age not eat
fish from the lake at ail.
o The US. Food and Drug
Ad i

avold” eating. Lake Michi
fish,” Eisele says. “PCBs

got lito the blood stred
and afiect the unborn, and*
breas-feeding mothers can
#lve big doses of PBCs to in-
ants."

Eisele points out his agency
isn‘t making any studies of its
own, but “we are monitor-
ing what other people are
studying."”

How do the PCBs get into
Lake Michigant

Eisele mentlons Incinera-
toes, [andfll <ites and in-
dustrial dumping of wastes.

s
10 reduce the sliowable PCB
fimit in Lake Michigan fish
fsom S parts per million
(ppm) to 2 gpm This would
wipe out 80 per cent of
Wisconsin’s commerclal fish.
ing Industry, accarding to
James Addis, director of fish
management for the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

Scientists say the toxic pol-
Jutamt PCB  (polychlorinated
biphenyl) has been found In
the snows of Antarctica, in
the milk of nuning mothers,
In the aie, soll, river sedi-
ments and in living creatures
throughout the world.

More than 90 per cent of
all Americams have it in their
tissues, atcording 10 the
Environmental  Protection
Agency (EPA).

Last year the EPA began
testing the breaw milk of
Americans. PCB was (ound
n the milk-of 78 of the first
80 women tested. .

Although virtually ok ex-
perts agree that PCBs pose ]

- “They're
ot hot enough to burn off
the PCBs. The ash leaves the
incinerators, becomes air-:
borne and is carried into tha .

Yake," . '
" The PCB material can be
destroyed only by burning aty
2,200 to 2 rees fahe

renhelt. Most municipal Ine
cinverators burn at only 1,508
10 1,800 degrees. Theselose,
any PCB laden matesial
being Incinerated now Is en- -
tering the eavironment, in-
tact. .
—~ “The junking °
of refrigerators, etc. . '
.eventually the machinery+
breaks down and PCBs find
their way imo underground
water tables. Underground
streams then carey the con-
taminant into the take.

“The mont toncemmn
so\g‘ce ot‘ Khv}"uﬁh
Michigan in. in. Waokegan!
(L} Harbor,” Eivele poingy
out, “The Outboard Masind
Corp. has been dumping
PCBA for 19 years.”

Eivele i

threat, the issue s complicat-
ed by the fact that few ad-
verse heaith - effects have.
been noted in humans,
Research, however, ‘indi-
cates that large doses of the
clear, oily PCB fluld cawse
skia lesions in humaew and
produce cancer, genatic
damage and death ta test an-
imah.. . IR
wivkn were CBs flrst
In'ouﬂ What' are <hey found
ot ¢

PCBs were first manufac-
tured Jn 1081 I 1929, -

of

St Loul " pr ing
PCBs commerically as an in-
sulator in tramsformers, ca-
pacitors and similar equip-
ment. Within a few rn
PCBs became the fiul
choice of the eleciricat in-
dusisy:

£CBs are also used'in heate
ing colls, caulking com-
g:unds, recycled paper, car-

niew copy paper, and in
the electric mators of refrig-
erators, air conditioners,
power saws, clothes yathers
and dr!e‘rl. and dishdashers.

Tom Eisele, deputy director
of the take Michigan Feder-
ation, Chicago, says his
agency h _deeply involved
with the PCB problem and is
seeking tough regulations on
PCBs in Lake Michigin.

“We have been warning
pregnant women and wom-
en of child-bearing ages to

v

d that the
firm: ysed PCBs in motors
and had dumped its wastes
Into a2 stream which carried
the pollutants into tha har- -

bor.

"EPA {Region 5) discovered
It In October of 1976,” Eisele
wys. “An-order was lssu
and o Maripe has }
agreed 1q 7ok discharge an
morg PCHY .

Eisele. asid the concentram
tion of PCBE In the harboe
was 250,000 ppm, b

e et of the vedi-
ments in the hatbdr were
PCBs,” he explairs,

“The major rvoblem now,”
Elscle says. “is 10 cloan u

. Waukegan Harbor, The fed- -

eration feels action is not
moving fait enough on the

clean-up.

“The Itlinols EPA is consl-
dering dredging or vacuum- *
Ing the botiom of the har-
bor, . .at  cost-of $3 million.

"The .Lake < Michigan ~
Federation,” Eisele says, *be-
Heves the company should
pay for the contaminaiion
and pay a fine.”

We urge communities on
or neas Lake Michigan's
shotes to exercise care in the
disposal of wastes. While the
problem Iy most concentrat-
ed now at Waukegan, no-
communities near the lake
are perhaps without fault.

Each community has a re- |
sponsibility to reduce of
eliminate PCB pollution. i
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