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ASBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION

INTRODUCTION
The prime object of this Association is 
to encourage and facilitate the 
endeavours of its members to eliminate 
risks to health, occupational and 
environmental, arising from the use of 
asbestos.
Many countries have official regulations 
and guide lines which producers, 
manufacturers and consumers are 
required to observe in order to prevent 
such risks occurring, and progressively 
the standards stipulated are being 
achieved. In the course of applying 
these requirements much practical 
experience has been acquired, and the 
interchange of such knowledge and the 
maximising of control techniques is 
seen as the principle means by which 
our members can attain our prime 
objective.
There are still areas where official 
guidance has not been provided, and 
others where the problems of applying 
statutory requirements are new and 
may appear formidable. The Asbestos 
International Association believes that it 
has an opportunity and a responsibility 
to provide what help it can to those 
concerned with this problem from the 
wide experience of its members, and 
has decided therefore to produce a 
series of advisory publications for this 
purpose.

We wish to remind readers of two 
impbrtant points. First, in considering 
any recommendations in the AIA 
publications these should be related to 
the specific legal requirements in the 
country concerned. It is clearly not 
possible in such publications to relate 
the recommendations in every respect 
to the specific detailed regulations in 
each state. Nevertheless, the greater 
part of existing laws on the subject 
calls for similar forms of control and 
where no official regulation exists we 
advise that action should be based on 
the recommendation of the ILO meeting 
of experts on the safe use of asbestos, 
December 1973.
Secondly, the development of 
techniques of control is a continuous 
process, and we hope that the efforts 
we are undertaking will help to 
accelerate the process. Techniques 
which are recommended have reached 
their present stage as a result of 
interchange of ideas and practical 
experience between international 
experts in the asbestos industry, plant 
manufacturers, government agencies 
and many others. It will certainly be 
necessary regularly to up-date and 
amend these publications in the light of 
new ideas and criticisms. All such will 
be welcomed and will be given full 
consideration during revision stages.

Asbestos International Association 
68 Gloucester Place,
London W1H 3HL, England. 
Telephone: 01-486 3528 
Telex: 298618 INTA G
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AIA Health and Safety Publication 
Recommended Control Procedure No.2 (RCP2)
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1. Products covered by these 
recommendations
All building materials and their 
ancillaries made of asbestos-cement 
such as:

slates, sidings or shingles 
corrugated and profiled sheets 
flat sheets 
pipes
moulded and extruded products.

2. Basic requirements for working 
with asbestos and asbestos-cement 
products
Harmful effects on health from working 
with asbestos may arise from inhaling 
excessive quantities of fine asbestos 
dust. The effectiveness of control 
measures is normally assessed by 
measuring the average amount of such 
dust over a working period. For practical 
purposes, such measurements may be 
taken for part of a working day (e g. one 
hour) if this can be regarded as 
representative of the full period.
Where concentrations above prescribed 
levels are unavoidable by technical 
improvement, operatives should be 
provided with personal protective 
equipment.
In asbestos-cement products the normal 
asbestos content can vary from 10 to 15 
per cent and this asbestos is locked in 
the binder. The hard product does not 
release free respirable fibre under 
normal handling conditions. The only 
occasion when such fibres may be 
released into the atmosphere in 
significant numbers is when high-speed 
cutting or other abrasive action is 
carried out without the provision of 
proper controls.

4. Recommended procedure for the 
control of dust in the use of 
asbestos-cement products
4.1 Remember the three main rules for 
eliminating unnecessary risks: 

avoid creating dust and use hand or 
slow-running tools which only produce 
coarse dust or chips, rather than 
those which cut by abrading the 
material, thus generating inhalable 
dust:
when it is necessary to use abrasive 
or high-speed tools, these should be 
fitted with dust extraction equipment: 
use vacuum cleaning equipment to 
collect dust and chips or sweep using 
a dust suppressant.

4.2 Handling, stacking, transporting, 
warehousing.
4.2.1 Manufacturer's standard asbestos- 
cement products do not need special 
precautions, since no fabrication of the 
products is involved.
4.3 Work under factory or workshop 
conditions.
4.3.1 Purpose-designed dust extraction 
equipment should be fitted to every 
power-sawing, drilling, sanding or 
milling machine to eliminate dust and 
loose swarf created by such operations. 
High-velocity, low-volume equipment 
should be used for portable tools; 
industrial vacuum cleaners are often 
adaptable for such purposes. Low- 
velocity, high-volume systems are 
generally most suitable for fixed 
machine applications. i

3. Operations to which these 
recommendations may apply
Working on asbestos-cement products: 

cutting and machining 
sanding 
drilling 
filing 
cleaning.
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4.3.2 Wherever possible, sheets should 
be cut singly, but whatever cutting 
method is used care should be taken to 
avoid leaving excess dust on cut edges. 
Ensure that dust and loose material is 
removed from all surfaces of sheets 
(especially if pack-cutting methods are 
used), by vacuum-cleaning before 
stacking. Where considerable 
fabrication is involved, surface and/or 
edge sealing with special solutions 
could also be considered as a means of 
ensuring that machined products are 
entirely free from surface dust.

4.3.3 Loose swarf and dust should be 
removed from the work place by 
vacuum cleaning. Where this is not 
possible, the material should be 
thoroughly wetted before removal.

4.3.4 There will be some operations 
such as maintenance of dust filters, etc., 
where it is necessary for personnel to 
be provided with protective clothing and 
respiratory protection. Detailed 
recommendations as to type of 
respirators and clothing, for training in 
use, for laundering and for changing 
and storage accommodation is 
contained in the special AIA publication 
covering this matter (in preparation).

4.4 Site work

4.4.1 Many asbestos-cement products, 
including slates, shingles and pipes, are 
generally used as standard products 
and do not require machining on site. 
However, most jobs will require a 
certain amount of field fabrication. In 
this case, some form of control may be 
necessary.
4.4.2 For hand operations, or short time 
and intermittent use of slow-running 
tools in the open air, special precautions 
are not normally required.

4.4.4 Specialised tools have been 
developed, by co-operation between the 
asbestos industry and equipment 
manufacturers, which can perform a 
variety of machining operations without 
producing harmful quantities of 
asbestos dust. Use of this equipment 
together with sound work practices have 
been shown to prevent the generation of 
dust above specified limits.
4.4.5 Working-areas should be kept free 
from cutting-dust by means of a 
cleaning attachment available for use 
with the installed exhaust ventilating 
system, or by using portable industrial 
vacuum cleaning machines suitable for 
use with asbestos materials. If these are 
not available, floors should be 
thoroughly wetted and/or spread with 
damp sawdust before sweeping.

5. Suitable equipment
dust extraction 
vacuum cleaning 
specialised tools 
personal protective equipment 

Full details of suppliers of suitable 
equipment which has been tested for 
use with products together with advice 
on the design and specification of such 
equipment may be obtained from AIA or 
from the Association's members. They 
will be pleased to supply names and 
addresses of national suppliers of such 
equipment.

4.4.3 When long continuous runs are 
carried out extraction equipment should 
be used with the machines, as in 
workshop conditions. Sometimes, tools 
for wet machining can be used.

6. Waste disposal
6.1 Loose swarf and dust collected from 
fabrication processes should be 
collected for disposal in a controlled 
manner acceptable to local authorities 
and in accordance with regulations 
where these exist.

6.2 Broken pieces and off-cuts of 
asbestos-cement material will not 
normally produce harmful quantities of 
dust. However, to avoid unnecessary 
anxiety (and in some countries to 
comply with legal requirements), where 
such waste materials occur in quantity 
they should be collected and disposed 
of in a manner which does not generate 
and disperse dust.
7. General
Further information on any aspect of safe 
working with asbestos will gladly be 
supplied by the Asbestos International 
Association or by any of the Association 
members whose addresses are 
contained elsewhere in this publication.
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Asbestos International Association

ARGENTINA
Asociacion Argentina de Fabricantes de 
Fibrocemento (AAFF),
Libertad 836 — 3°p of 55,
1012 Buenos Aires.
Telephone:

AUSTRALIA
South Pacific Asbestos Association,*
10th Floor,
39-41 York Street,
Sydney 2000, NSW.
Telephone: 232 7004 
Telex: 22467
’Includes Indonesia, Malaysia,
New Zealand and Singapore

AUSTRIA
Verein derOesterreichischen
Faserzementfabrikanten,
c/o Eternit-Werke Ludwig Hatschek,
Postfach 50,4840 VOcklabruck.
Telephone: 07672/25 01
Telex: 026/608 or 026/500

BENELUX
(Belgium-Netherlands-Luxembourg)
Benelux Asbestos Information Committee 
(CIAB/CVAB),
Boite 32, Boulevard E. Jacqmain 162,
B 1000 Brussels.
Telephone: (02) 218-6329 and 

(02) 219-2980 
Telex: 21 696

CANADA
Institute of Occupational &
Environmental Health (Association), 
AMAQ, Suite320,
580, Grande Allee Est.,
Quebec, Qu6, GIR 2K2.
Telephone: (418) 529-8168 
Tetex: 5560565

CYPRUS
Cyprus Asbestos Association, 
c/o Cyprus Asbestos Mines Ltd., 
Amiandos.
Telephone: 053-15-355 
Telex: 2083

DENMARK
Danish Asbestos Information Group, 
c/o Dansk Eternit Fabrik A/S,
P.O. Box 763, DK-9100 Aalborg.
Telephone: (8) 1211 22 
Telex: 69724

FINLAND
Finnish Asbestos Information Group, 
c/o Oy Partek Ab, Covering Materials,
SF. 08680, Muijala.
Telephone: 35812 35222 
Telex: 1415

FRANCE
Association Frangaisede I'Amiante,
10 Rue de la Pepiniere,
75008 Paris 
Telephone: 562.88.27

GERMANY
Wirtschaftsverband Asbestzement e.V., 
Postfach 110620,1000 Berlin 11. 
Telephone: 030-3485-250 
Telex: 018-1640

Wirtschaftsverband Asbest e.V., 
Hofheimer Strasse 21,
6380 Bad Homburg 1.
Telephone: 06172 301112 
Telex: 418148

GREECE
Hellenic Asbestos & Asbestos Cement 
Association,
8 Omirou Street, Athens (133). 
Telephone: 32 31 244 
Telex: 215871

INDIA
Asbestos Information Centre,
401 Padma Palace,
86 Nehru Place,
New Delhi-110019.
Telephone: 682568

IRELAND
Irish Asbestos Council,
6 South Leinster Street, Dublin 2. 
Telephone: 01-763974 
Telex: 24281 and 25369

ISRAEL
Israeli Asbestos Users Association,
P.O. Box 32, Nahariya 22100.
Telephone: 04-924141 
Telex: 46294

ITALY
Centro Nazionale Amianto,
Corso Europa 12,
20122 Milan.
Telephone: 02/5456211 -5456339 
Telex: 314237

JAPAN
AIA Committee,
Japan Asbestos Association,
8-10-7Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo.
Telephone: 03-571-8509

MEXICO
Asociacion Mexicans de Fabricantes de 
Productos de Asbesto Cemento A.C.. 
Paseo de la Reforma No 30, 2 piso, 
Mexico 1. D.F.
Telephone: 566-90-06

NIGERIA
Nigerian Asbestos Association, 
c/o Nigerite Ltd., PMB 21032,
Ikeja, Lagos State.
Telephone: 900602 
Telex: 26243

Member Associations
NORWAY
Norwegian Asbestos Information Group, 
c/o C. Bagge's Asbestkompani AS, 
Industriveien 15, Postboks 146,
2020 Skedsmokorset.
Telephone: 02-746710 
Telex: 16278

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
South African Asbestos Producers 
Advisory Committee,
P.O. Box 10505,
Johannesburg 2000.
Telephone: 395458 
Telex: 422514 and 422420

SPAIN
Asociacion Espanola de Fabricantes 
de Productos de Amianto,
MaDiazde Haro 38,
Apartado 558, Bilbao (10).
Telephone: 437 37 05 
Telex: 32125

Asociacion de Fabricantes de 
Productos de Amianto-Cemento,
Rafael Calvo 18, Madrid (10).
Telephone: 4197 488 
Telex: 44295

SWEDEN
Swedish Asbestos Information Group, 
Svenska Bromsbandsfabriken AB., 
88020Langsele.
Telephone: 0620-21750 
Telex: 6151

SWITZERLAND
Arbeitskreis Asbest, 
c/oStiffler&Nater,
Dufour Strasse 101,8034 Zurich.

UNITED KINGDOM
Asbestos Information Centre,
Sackville House, 40 Piccadilly,
London W1V 9PA.
Telephone: 01-439 9231/2/3 
Telex: 21120 ref. 2526

U.S.A.
Asbestos Information Association/NA,
1745 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Crystal Square, Suite 509,
Arlington. Virginia 22202.
Telephone: (703) 979 1150

Asbestos International Association 
68 Gloucester Place,
London, England, W1H 3HL.
Telephone: 01-486 3528 
Telex: 298618INTA G
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