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‘Kay Gaudet, left, became concerned when sister Peggy Hoffman and nine other women she knew had miscarriages.

BY DAYNA SMTH- THE WASHINGTON POS

Jobs and Illness in Petrochemical‘ Corridor
In Louisiana, Pollution Is Familiar but Pattern of Disease Is New

By Da\nd Maraniss and Michael Weisskopf
Washington Poat Staff Writers

. ST. GABRIEL, La.—Kay Gaudet, the village
pharmacist, started keeping her list one year ago.
The first name on it was Peggy, her younger sister.
The next nine were friends and neighbors. All had
been pregnant about the same time, but there were
no babies to show for it, only the private agony of
miscarriage. Gaudet was concerned and curious.
Was it coincidence? How many other women in St.
Gabriel, population 2,100, had suffered similar fates?
Gaudet spread the word at her drug store, st the

. Catholic church where she prayed each day and up

and down the oak-lined river roads.
Anyone who's had a miscarriage, tell Kay.
Week by week, the list grew: Alice, Angie, Belin-

da, Charlotte, Dayna, Dell, Elizabeth, Emma, Irma,
Karen, Matlin, Pam, Rhonda, Sandy, Sherri, Tammy,
Terri, Tina, Tyra, Vera.

Today, the names total 63.

St. Gabriel lies along an 85-mile industrial corri-

dor where about one-fifth of America’s petrochem-
icals are produced. It begins in Baton Rouge, with
the giant tinkertoy maze of pipes, stacks and cat-
crackers in the shadows of Huey Long’s skyscraper
capitol building, and follows the Mississippi River
down to the southeastern rim of New Orleans. The
air, ground and water along this corridor are so full
of carcinogans, mutrgens and emoryotoains that an
environmental health specialist defined living here as
“a massive human experiment,” the state attorney

general called the pollution “a modern form of bar-
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J *The industry somelimes gels mare
than ils share of eritichm,” an
industry spokesman sid. *Fe Jeel
l that in thit areq we have an ex.
{ emplary entironmantal record.”
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Residents Tally
Jancer Cases,
Miscarriages

LOUISIANA, From AL *°

nam,* and a chemical union lesder pow
ters 10 |t a3 "the national sacrifice zone.”
As it rolly south, the Musssippl Is an
dleas progreasion of wide loops. Seen’
sm the sky, they resemble coloasal ques:
‘n marks—rightside up and upside
wn—sach quizical turn lined with pet-
chemical plants, refineries and toxic
iste dumps, and dotted at hottom or top
a town. Question marks leom laege in
tny of these tawns, not just 1 the postic
-eep of the river but tn the hie-and-death
neerns of the people.
In Plaquemine, they wonder why Tiger
& Gulotia and six other people came down
th lung, brain o kidnty cancer on one
1alt span of Delacroix Street. Their parish

¢ county), Iberville, ia one of 10 in the |,

wutheastern one-third of Louisiana that
Ak the top 10 percent of lung

., Juflia McLins, rigl

why there are 40 many names on Kay Gau-
det's liat.
Her figures mean that one nl avery three

?regmncm there aince 1983 has ended in -

eta] death, more than double the Lowsna
average. Ay the numbers grew, Gaudet and
many others here began to think what was
once unthinkable; Perhaps the local chem-
ica planta--18 of them within five mules of
town, eight more across the river in Plaque-
mine—had something to do with it. Nearly
400 million pounds of toxic poliutants are
ulnud into the atmeaphere he;: :'a:h
n

m?p\lbdl
chhﬂda, u.ingmﬂcnf. vlml: that’ h’:'

‘Somdhlng Was Vary Wrong' -

‘Thia hypotheals was not easily posed in
St Gabriel For decades, the town's eco-
nosmu health has been tied Lo the chemical

atha nationwide, and while the percent-
& of cigarette smokers heee 13 high, pub-
health specialists think there might be
ore ta it. Tiger Joe, who died of lung can-
« three years ago, never smaki
In Chalmette, Eida Trapini would like to
ow why the atreet she lives on, Jacols
rive, beeame known as “Cancer Alley,”
th 15 cancer victums 1 two blacks, and
Y. 4 half-mile awny on Decomine Street,
'r aster and fephew were among seven
nger victins on one block.

n Coca Road in Gelamar, whose yel

wuah-green industrial plume can be ssen
) eules away, they ask why cats and dogs
ve kst their har, why aluminum screens
¢ sa0n after they are installed and why
*n-age and muddle-age men are dying of
Iney and testicular cancer.
In the old company town of Narco, aat-
alist Milton Cambre puzzles over the dis-
pearance of Spanish moss from the Lve
k standy and crawfish from the ponds,
ddles, marshel lnd unllu

Aod o 8, Cnbrlel Lhey \vant to kmw

and petral refine fured to
- Lauidang afdr Wad Wer 1L, ymndmg half
ol its manulmurlng ome, Soma hus-

banda of the miscarrying women warked in
thowe plants, which employ one of every
five laborers in the state. Gaudet zrew upin
A company. village up at the huge on re='
finery in Baton Rouge, where her father
3till operates the pipes From birth, the wad
ne:ualnmed to the sights and amells of
heavy indus

But to be umuur, she decided, 1 a0t to
be immune.

“Fm not trying to Be & Rell-raiser of &
goody-goody, [ st !hlnk we have a situa-
tion that needs answering.” said Gaudet, 37,
whaose pharmacy just past the stoplight on
Rte. 74 has become a clear\nghmue and
mesting place.

'thn 1 firat started with the list, some
people wanted me to say nght away that
the chemucaly were at fault. But [ didn't
want to may anything that I dida't Know to
be true, Then last summer, it started to get
out of control, When four women miscar-
ried in aight days, | realized that something
waa very wrong here. | atarted studying the

ttrochemicad plaaty dot tha -bu.u hunl Loalslaax’s ak.mnm hate uqunl 1 Batoa Rmt-

A}

chemicalz, such # vinyl chloride, and l.belr
possible e(fects, and it just elicked. [ had to’
raise the question, sa [ did’ My mom is al»
ways saying to me, ‘Kay, shut up, dida’t you
ever see that Sikwood movie? If you're not
‘worried about yourself, what sbout your
kids? And { eay that's euctly what {'m wor-
ried about-—my kids*

yGaudet and her hmhnd Chris, have two
healthy little girls. The oldeu(, Christine, 9,
has watched her mother so carefully aver
the "past year that she knows the issues,
ing she is 3 televislon re-

vits on Baton Rougs poreh wlun wun- !'-nznal. MoLing worked st l'.'npcly-cr Iuhb-t wd Chnlnl Gu-;. 1 buknud. and says lh small ud wblet are the prio of jobe, -,

ohlppln' Janes, Petrochemicils, made with
petroleum provided by refineries and with
wlt, wlfur and water pﬂmdnd by mtm.
followed easily.

By the 1970s, thc lnd\ulml cocridor waz
knowa 23 Americ's Rubr, producing 60
percent of the aation’s vinyl chloride, 60
percant of the nitrogen fectilizers and 26

it of the chioring. Today, the river b

with 138 petrochemical plants and
sven oif refineries, nearly, ane_ fae every
halt mde of the ippi.

)obs. Maney and Pollution

porter; with in hand,
#he askes; Why ate all thess bables dying?
That question Is beisg explored by the
Tulane School of Environmental Health, but
officialy there do not expect-to solve the
mystery. A few) dont In the United
States, Canads and England show an abaor-
toally high rate of apontanecus abortions
and birth defects among women whase huse

~banda work near viayk or wha live
‘b ftettrom " polymmrizh-
tion planta,

But xa Tuline scientist Lu Ann White
told the St Gabriel women at a meeting in
late Auguat: "[t's very possible you may
never get & definitive anawer.”

Fred Loy and Ibdurd Kreiner of the

Thwt jobs and’ maney, they brought to 10
river &arhhel transfortned one of the poor-
est, m!-mwm( scctions of
Into communities of brick houses lnd nhop-
pmg centers, ¢

But they also brought pollution. 'nu mr-
“Tow corridor sbsorbs mare toxic
anaually than do mast ¢ntire states: carcin-
ogens such aa benzene, urboq umchlnnde
~and ethylena dichloride; a
tagens oc fetal poisons such ag toluens, ¢lh-
ylene pxide snd chioroform. Coast Guard
divers retrieving sediment samples from 3
bayou In 1978 suffered second-degres
burns on their hands,
St Glhrul. Gmnm and  Plaqueming

O square m pollute the

Lousiana Chemical A say the pau-
city of definitive saentific evidence makes
them lecl as if they are “battling ghosta® in

tespanding to charges against the industry.
Qnee, when asked about the St. Gabriel sit-
untion, Loy aid: “Before we can conclude
anything, the state has to find out if there is
#ven a problem, how had it is and what is
causing it .... They aay the chamical
plants are causing the miscarnages, but
they have no proof. [ could aay they screw
toa much and that's the cause of the mis-
. But then I would have no way to

“W's human patre to want to blame
somnething, whether it's God or industry or
your body,” Kreiner sad, "The industry
sometimes gets more than ity share of erit-
icism. We feel that in this ares we have an,

exemplary environmentsl record ... We

have been pretty responsible neghbors”
The chemical corrdor was hewn {rom a
simple rural society in 4 flat, semutropical
wedge of the Missitaippl Baun. Vast augar-
cane plantations, worked first by slaves,
then by temant facmecs, ennched the aris-
tocratwe ownera of French descent who
lived in manaions and cnjoyed the aociety of
New Ocleans s shart steamboat ride away.
Enclaves grew up in the shadow of thass es-
tates, pockets of poor blacks and Acadiana

R who fished, hunted and trapped in the bay- B
nduluodmau«ummlorm

When World War Il sparked 20 od and
gas Bodro elacwheore In the atate, industry
put its cefineries along tha river with its

au- with 23 much a3 25 milian pounds rr
year of these chemicals and dump 75 mil
pounds of industrial waates into the Midhu-
#ipol, sccording to studies. Anather 3.5 mil-
Lion tons of toxic debris—maore than 1 per-
cent of the nation's total—w buried,
dumped in lindfilla and atored in surface
ponds or injected through underground
metal pipes deep into the eatth,

Toxic fumes from & waste site near the
Devil's Swamp section of Baton Rouge
caused naused, headaches and vomiting in
worker two blocks away during 4 cleanup
effort last month,

Deagite its langterm didution in me en-
vironment, the corridor poliution leaves
telltale tracks. In the 1970, the Environs

mw ProtéctionAgency found &4 pdll(

pipes. Pollution registers q
the glly taatn of Naw Oflzm watar, which!
Cajin o

"Wealw‘nimnurnluhhmnuk\,
phuwh«unmhmbmnamo‘
g Charles Robi

potice,”  pecalied

cheaux, 54, The 100 (amulies of Good Hope.
davised 2 waming ¥ystem, knocking at each
others doory 10 Touse neighbors, aftes it
the middie of the night. They would meet ot
the Preabyterian church where they kept
thelr cars lacing the river—the path of n}
cape.

The refinery bought out the anm“ .
family and other residents in the earty
19803, and today Genod Hope conusts of 3
few 3 structures 3od weeds. =,

From whele commuaties, the I3
devolves to the individual traums of Jese
Billings, an -sathmatic from Plaquemiod,
felled from ber riding lawn mower Jast Au-

oo LOUANA AL CR T 4y

mmbudmﬁnrhnﬁdl
of eorcinagens, mudagen and |
embryolaring thal Il Aas been
called @ “massipe human expers
iment”™ and a “national merifice
mone” '
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to regulale hasardous air pollutants, The

agency has emision standards for seven
R nibstances, but they don’t include many’
| of the corridar's deadliast chemicls
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gt by » bluish cloud of chlorine,
which, she said, was released withe

plant 300 yards fram her backyard.
Hoapitatired for three weeks with
rapniory silments, Billings, 60,
waid, T respect chlarine just like {
respect 3 gun”

Her thick-skinned defense is d¢
rigwedr in the chemical corridor,
where pollytion is woven into Lfe
patterns much the wiy noise be-
comes part of communities [n the

" path of jetliners, But the threat of

cutestrophic disease has turned
these rlm- setthements Into a cor-

Kay Gaudel s Ust of miscarriages
W only the latest manifestation of
that fear. More detailed, scientific
lists document cancer death rates
that grew az the chemical corridor
grew. By the late 19704, the area
had enjoyed and endured 15 to 20
years of industriabzation, the esti-
m(ed Biency period for carcino-

Sulhnu compiled by the Nation-
“al Cancer lnstitute shaw that the
state har the nation's highest lung
cancer mortslity rate for white
males, 25 percent higher than the
rational average during the 1970s,
Six river parishes ranked among
the top 10 pereent of U5, countwes
{or such deatha, 3od New Ocleans,
in 3 1974-78 survey of nine other
tumor registries, scoced 45 percent
higher than average,

Mortality rites have increased
2.8 percent annually since 1960,
and 80 of every 100,000 white
trales died of the disedse 1 the
19702 campared to 52 per 100.000
from 1950 to 1969, At least one
river parish ranks among the top 5
percent  nationwide  of  deaths
caysed by cancer of the lung, stom-
ach, gall bladder, intestine, liver,
pancreas, bladder, thyrod, eso-
phagus and skin.

P e

Link to Cancer Uncertalu

Pollution‘s role in the corridor's
canger profile is open to debata,
Studies by Dr. Marise S, Gottliet of
the Tulane University Scheol of
Medicine showed that people who
drink water from the Miasisappi
have "ugmlicantly higher” rates of
rectal cancer than consumers of
well water and that residents within
one mie of large petrochemical
p\anu have & 4.5 omes higher
'thance of getting lung cancer than
those living 1 to 1 miley away,

Y Industry officials say the studies
are Nlawed because they are based
on desth cerrificates that often con-
ton srroneous data, Dr. Walter
' Hulon, asseciate medica) director of
Ethyl Corp, in Baton Rouge, said
that while extreme chemical expo-
surea might lead to cancer and oth-
er serieyd distases, he does not be-
iwve the levets here are fugh
enough to have "an adverse effact
on health,”

Dut at the Ochsner Chinie in New
Orleans, Dr, Velma Campbell said
the studies suggesr a “pouitive car-

relation® between the high cancer |*

ates and pollution, Many physi-
ciang are concerned about “engoing
exposura ., , ta low levels of can-
cercausing  products mmply  be-
cause we know that esposure to
carcmogens at any level rases the
nsk,” she 3ai

c.lmpbell and corndor residents
have been subjected to 3 "masave
human experiment” i which “larga
Quantities of a wide variety of sub-
atances have been discharged nto
the mr and water, Now we are
atanding back and seeing what the
outcome will be,”

The question in 5t. Gabricl and
dome  neighboring towns 43 nat
what, but how bad, the outeome will
be, In Plaquermine, Etta Lee Gularta
started asseaging the damage three
years ago Her husband, Tiger Joe,
healithy all his kfe, died suddenly af
lung cancer, and Etta Lee surveyed
ather households on her three-block
streat, Srven cancers, four of thom
Jatal, Then, she canvassed' within a
rne block radiis, Forly more can

rere Wlamu Al tha e s

Barbara asd Charles Bohlelmux sutvey nbnund sireet whare they and thalr seighbors saee lred

-t's hx( in avery block of this
small town” of 10,000 people, said
Galotes, 3 ¢ity councilman, “Every.
where you turn, you find some-
body's got cancer.”

b She hay heard sonst expects pin
tha cancers on smolang, but Gulatta
knows that Tiger Joe never
smoked, She alsa knows that since
Dow Chemical opened in the 19603,
and other followed, the

mechanie far seven yuars in one of
the Guamer plants, BASF Corp,,
and hiz story prompts union lmun
10 question $oie com| * com-
mitrent to health and xafety, inside
and outside of thair gates Before
BASF locked out Cudd and othar
atriking workers In'June 1984, he

handled equipment doused In toxic
h Ineludi i

Tliness and a Common Thread of Pollution | ,

Story said, "Wa have nat been able
to deternine any workplace rela-
tionship,” -

The central isaue facing Gelsmer [}
ard the antire carridor s how to co-
axist with the planta, No one I8 rec.
ammending the shul of com-
panies 80 vital to Lovisisns’s foe-
funes, The OB COMANN PrEsCrIp-

ng T g
da, Cudd said in an in-

lightning bugs sha caught as a little
ol in uemine have disap-
peared, So have the dragontlies and
the river shimp, once plentiful,
The pecan trees In her backyard
bore deformed nuts this year.

“It bas helped the etonamy,” Gus
lotta aid, *But |( u 's going to kill va
all, what good is

Tha question edwcl throughaut
the corridor, especslly in places
such ay Geismer, a predominantly
black town scross the river from
Plaquemine and next to 5t. Gabriel,
Many famiies have been living
therw since their slave ancestors re-
eeived land after the Civil War, land
that once fad them. Now, chey let
the earth be fallow and boil therr
well water. The fear began six
years ago with the overnight death
of 30 cowa grazing nearby, local
leader Amas Favorite sawd,

Neal Cudd was a mamntenance

terview i late October.

“They would send us out to pul} 2
valve, and it would be full of chem-
icala,” he recalled. “Impossible to do
it without getting it on ta. [t was
quite frequent that wa'd have
chemicals on our clothes and
hande”

Two of Cudd's cowarkers devel-
aped testicular cancer in recent
years. Another has stomach cancer,
A fourth killed himself after sus-
pecting that he had developed a2
brain tumor. In September, doctors
told Cudd, 45, that he had kidney
cancer and had theea to six montha
ta live. He died Nav_ 7.

TASF general manager Les Stos
ry said the company requires pro-
tective clothing for workers haa-
diing chemicals and that any expor
sure to chemicals by Cudd was =in
violation of out procedurse.” Aa for
heaith problems of BASF employes,

Tinn
OKLA. | ARKAMYAS
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Bul within Louisizna’s traditional
palitical cultuce, the envirsament
has only recently received attens
tion, There ate no fulltime eaviron-
mental lobbyists in Baton Rouge.
while the chemical association has
five and the xaacciation of business
and industry has 10 more. The
atate Degartment ol Envircamental
Quality is not funded by the lgas
Iature, relying solely on fines, per-

mit fees and federal grants.

Enq plant is required by state h
Law to obain pecmits for water and i
it eminsions. But the Jegislature |
exempted air polfuters bult before
1970, and parta of hall of the state’s
phats quibiy. Where permits are
required, critics 13y, the atate is too
generous [n satting Umits and t00
lenient in enforcing them.

Compnme: frequently  exceed
their permits  without penalty.
Thers wets 78 “accidental re-
heasca™ and six spills by 14 of the 18
plants in the Geismer-St, Gabriel
ared in the first nine months of
1986, totaling 47,800 pounds and
4,100 gallons of air pollutancs, ace
cording to a Sierra Club #udy.

& Baton
Rouge

Pagueming St Gabelal

Genmad

A CHEMICAL GLOSSARY

telrachlonde to ba carcinogeme

have shown it to be carcinogenic.

BENZENE: A char, fammable hqusd usad 83 3
solvant in the rubber and plastics ndustnes and a1 2
themicat intertneduate, or building block, In the '
synthess of pharmaceyticals and Setergents, Kigh
#xpasute {9 benzens can depress the cantral nervous
system, eauting headaches, nsusea and loys of
uscular coorchnation, Berzena i3 8 recognized
human carcinopen that cautas laukemis and hag
TN linked 10 Fpiuaud atennd, o1 wiucn the caus i
the bone martow are destroyed

CARBOHM TETRACHLORIDE: A nonfammabie, coloresa Tiquid uted in
lie# eatnguishers and i industry 83 a tolvant for ods, wazes and resing,
Tre chemecal can deoress the central Mervous system and cayuse kvar
and kignty damage by iling cells and Intérferng with the organs’
normal tunctrons There i3 danger for those exposad to carbon
tetrachlgride if they sizo consume alcohol, which aheits 3 particularly
potent reaction Some studies with snimals have shawn carbon

CHLOROFQRM: Once the chasen anu(heuc of many hospials, the
calatless, volatile liquid I now used as a salvant in latquers and
plasties Chidroform deprasses the central nervous system and chron
wxposure ean inad to hves and kidney damage 5oy studw with
animals have shown (€ to ba cartinogenic, Chiorofarm somatimes
#ppeirs in pubhc water supplies #4 & byproduct of chiosinatian, dut
governmaent standacds reguiate scceptabie level.

ETHYLENE OXIDE: A chemicaily teacive gas used a3 & steriliting agent
far surgical instrumants and in the producton of palyeater resing,
anhlreezy and other things, Acule expoturs 1o sthylens axde can lead
to respiratory irntation, skin or ey irritation, Some studies with animaly

of

TOLUENE: A colortess, N

Lthat tolude 13 Carcinazenic,

and & § suspected embrntonn

liquid faund as a
gasohne and paints The greatest tawc dangers from toluens are
associated with deprassion of the central nervous system. Humans can
be e2pased to highet concentrations of this chemical withaut 1oaic

. wffects than to the othar chamicais on this ist, There & na evidence

VINYL CHLORIDE: A colartess gas used in the manufacture of palyvingl
chionide plastizs, Thare i3 evidance that vieyl chigedy 1 catanagene ta
humans, pasticularly altecting the liver; it 5as alyg been linked to

twumary in the lung Vinyl chlonde depresses the central nervaus system

Among the 14 offenders, two were
fined,

Industry In Government

The induatry, meanwhile, has
baen able to retain ity tax breaks
{(10-year property tax exemptiona
for new or expanding manufactur-
#rs) by controlling state boards and
local eounaily that make such dec

sions, In Plaquemine, for instance,
Eml.eeﬁulomu\hemlymd
aix City Council members wha doex
ot work for # chemicsl company.

t Lowaisna Siate University,
Dr, Plul Tﬂvlﬂ. chairmaa of the

nvironme
nldhuluﬂhumermelved

akng

hasn't been politically favocable to
do 30," After Gottlieb's studies sug-
gesting » bk between cancers and
chemical pollution, her funding
dried uy

Loudsiana Attorney Gengul Wik
liam ]. Guste, Jr. blames the EPA
for poor regulation, criticizng the
agency for “unwillingotas o inabil-
uftnmlhmuontwcmom—
taminants and (or fulure to inver
tigate the health effects of heavy
chamical faliwt in the state, .

The Cican Air Act of 1970 re-
quirex the EPA to regulate hasard-
ous air pollutanta. Seventeen years
later, the agency s emiazion stans
da0ds L7 davih sibatances, and 1S4
Tist does not Include many of the
corridor’s deadliest chemicals, An
EPA spokesman $aid setting stan
dards for the contamindnts is “ex-
mnrdmlnly expenaive and time-
comuining.”

One of Guste’s assistants, envie
ronmental apecialist  Wilie Fone
tenot, hag spent a0 much time in-
vestigating reports of spills that be
knows where he Is aloag the cors
ridor entirely by smell "We muat
be approaching the carbon-process-
ing plant,” he will say, Micking his
oawe out the car window for a saiff,

During the gubtrnatorisl prymary
ths fall, sevecal candidatea, includ-
ing governor-elect Buddy Rosmer,
‘discoverad that public wentiment on
environmental issues appesrs 1o be
changing. One poll showed nearly
7% percent of reapondents would
Mcopt stronger enviroamental rege
ulations even of that meant a loss of -
joks. Roemer, who hus pledged that
Jobis will not outrank environmental
concerns in his administration, may
teat that sentiment.

*There's a clear change in public
perceptions,” ha azid, "It used to be
that the chemicals were viewed ag
being in the state and national ine
terest. Now the fceling is that while

chamicals have t be produced, we
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Women worried

aboutreason
for miscarriages

‘Chemicals in a|r._‘toxm?.

By ALLAN C. KIMBALL
Post Reporter

ST. GABRIEL, La. — Women in

. this community of 2,100 near Ba-

; ton Rouge are worried that the

! very air they breathe has caused 49 *

{ miscarriages in the past three
{ years.

- YI'm petnf’ ied,” said Peggy Hoff-
f‘ man, 32, who miscarried three
: years ago and is pregnant again.

. Louisiana's Department of

* Health and Human Resources be-
i gan an investigation mto the prob- -
lem last week.

Whether a similar problem ns~
possxble south of Houston among
;the - neighborhoods that border
,chemu,al plants is unknown health"_'
"officials said.. - - g

3

,§ “It's certamly possnble “but -
‘we’ve had no reports of clusters of .’

?mxscamages so no studies have':
{’been made,” said Mark Canfield, ~

* chief epndemxologtst of the Hams

- County Health Department. .

"+ The National Institute for Oceu-
pational Safety. and Health said °
more than 1 million women of .
child-bearing age nationwide are ™
exposed to industrial chemicals |
that might cause mlscamages or:

_ birth defects.

“The only thing I can attribute .
the miscarriages to is the environ- .
ment," said Kay Gaudet, a pharma- .

- cist who is St. Gabnel's only health dicate thefe. is-a:
professional. : - i< % = community. “Neithe
. She. began compllmg statxstxc; “contacted by any physxcaan in the
after ‘Hoffman and several:of her| area, said Gwen"Bach-Stewart, a
friends had mtscamages about the | spokeswoman for ‘the state’s
same time in 1984./ Health and Human' Resources de-

de Theri-

4 -
e x%' L ey

““This number 1s ‘way too: high [ partment. “But because of the con-'f
when compared to live birth rates cerns of the people there; we are
i going to conduct a complete scxen- )

in the state,” Gaudet ;axd.,
:Not. ‘with Gau-

" det's assﬂmﬁﬁo"'-'i&mé,"” -

tific study.”. -

14.4 per 1,000 pre regnancies, which |
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