HARVARD UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

(NDUSTRIAL TOXICOLOGY - ) 56 VAN DYKE STREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Feb. 12th 19256

Surgeon General Cumming .
United States Tublic Lealtk Service
Vvashington, D.C.
Dear Dr. Cumming:

For the last fortnight I hLave been receiving letters from
a heanltr orgenizstion connected, I uscderstand, with s newly
formed uvnion of garage vorzers, on the sunjedt of tetra-etlyl
legd, and I ¢m unable to give them any sstisfuctory snswer. At
present tie situation seems tc he as follows:

The States of New Yorl and New Jersey forbed the s=zle of
tetra~-ethyl lead , until, receritly, the sppearance of thre rejort
of the ‘ureeu of liines led tie former State to sanction the sale
of concentrated tetre-etiyl lead to distriiLutors. The decision
wgy baged on advice given Ly the Public %eslth Ccouncil of New York
Stete, of whichk Dr, Simon Flexner is Ckairmen,

The report in auestion, issued 1y the Bureauof lines, seems
‘to my correspondents vnuativfactory and tre criticisme msde by an

inducgtrisl tcericologict to vwhkom trtey suvimitted it, Dr. Pgul Teznikofl

hk forrerly engaged in lead research work tere, vtrike rie ac well taken.
Dr, Eissll and Dr. Cecil Nrinker heve slco atiecked tle mettrods £nd
% conclusione of the Bureau in an sarticie which vill come out in
the rYelbruvary numier of the "dJournsl of Industrial iygiene".
\ The suggestion made by tre gerage werkers' union is that
7

an impsrtial investigsation of this puvilic heslth hazard be made
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by the United States Public Health Service. They point out the
fact, which does seem to me open to criticism, that the stuvdy of
the Pureau of Nines ras bLeen finsnced by the Generel MNotors Com-
peny and the work wrkich is still going on is also financed by it.
This will, in the eyes of Lsbor,alwsyscserve to cast doubt on any
negative results obteined 1y the investigaters, and 1l am sure you
will sgree with me that thet is good psychology, especially as
they are aware of the dumaging fact that the General Wotors did
not wait for the resulte of the innuiry before putting tetra-ethyl
1ead on the market.

I Lave unéerteken to write to you in treir 1ehalf becuuse
i find myeelf in entire agreerent vith trem toth as to the import-
ance to garsge workers and perkaps to motor car users, of tris
new and little urderstood poison, and as to tre desirgbility of
having an investigetion made by a purlic body which will ie beyond
suspicion and whose Iindings will te accejted as irpsrtisl and
trustwortly. |

Very sincerely yours

Qoo Moo Lo
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