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Dear  Ur .  Gumming:

Fo r  t h e  l a s t  f o r t n i g h t  I have  been  r e c e i v i n g  l e t t e r s  from 

a h e a l t h  o r g a n i s a t i o n  c o n n e c t e d ,  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  v / i th  a newly 

formed u n i o n  o f  g a r a g e  v o r  h e r s ,  on t h e  s u h j e d t  o f  t e t r a - e t h y l  

l e a d ,  and I * m u n a b l e  t o  g iv e  them any s a t i s f a c t o r y  answer* At 

p r e s e n t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  seems t c  be a s  f o l l o w s :

The S t a t e s  o f  New York nnd Hew J e r s e y  f o r b ad  t h e  s a l e  o f  

t e t r a - e t h y l  l e a d  , u n t i l ,  r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  

o f  t h e  Pureau o f  Mines l ed  t h e  f o r m e r  S t a t e  t o  s a n c t i o n  t h e  s a l e  

o f  c o n c e n t r â t ed t e t r e - e t h y l  l e a d  t o  d i s t r i b u t o r s .  The d e c i s i o n  

was based on a d v i c e  g i v e n  by t h e  P u b l i c  u e a l t h  Co u n c i l  o f  New York 

S t a t e ,  o f  which Dr.  Simon F l e x n e r  i s  Chairman.

The r e p o r t  i n  q u e s t i o n , i s s u e d  by t h e  P u r e auo f  M i n e s , seems 

t o  my c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  made by an 

i n d u s t r i a l  t o . i c o l o g i s t  t o  whom t h e y  su b m i t t e d  i t .  Dr .  Pau l  ^ e z n i k o f i  

f o r m e r l y  engaged i n  l ead  r e s e a r c h  work h e r e ,  s t r i k e  me as we l l  t a k e n .  

Dr.  F d s a l l  and Dr.  C e c i l  D r i n k e r  have  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  t h e  methods and 

c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  Bureau i n  an a r t i c l e  which w i l l  come ou t  in 

t h e  Fe b r u a r y  numi e r  o f  t h e  " J o u r n a l  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  h y g i e n e ' 1.

The s u g g e s t i o n  made by t h e  ga r a g e  w o r k e r s T un i  on i s  t h a t  

an i m p a r t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  ha za rd  be made
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by t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Se r v i c e *  They p o i n t  ou t  t h e  

/  f a c t ,  which does  seem t o  me open t o  c r i t i c i s m ,  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  

^  t h e  Pureau  o f  Mines ha s  been  f i nancée1 by t h e  Ge n e r a l  Motors  Com- 

1 pany and t h e  work which  i s  s t i l l  po ing  on i s  a l s o ' f i n a n c e d  by i t .  

This  w i l l ,  i n  t h e  eyes  o f  L a b o r , a l w a y s s e r v e  t o  c a s t  doub t  on any 

n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t s  o b t a i n e d  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  and t  am s u r e  you 

w i l l  a g r e e  w i t h  me t h a t  t h a t  i s  good p s y c h o l o g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as  

t h e y  a r e  aware  o f  t h e  damaging f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Gene r a l  Motors  d id
">L

not  w a i t  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  b e f o r e  p u t t i n g  t e t r a - e t h y l  

iead on t h e  m a r k e t •

I have  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  w r i t e  t o  you i n  t h e i r  t ©ha l f  be cau se  

i  f i n d  m y s e l f  i n  e n t i r e  agreement  w i t h  them bo th  as  t o  t h e  i m p o r t ­

ance  t o  g a r a g e  worke r s  and p e r h a p s  t o  motor  c o r  u s e r s ,  o f  t h i s  

new and l i t t l e  u n d e r s t o o d  p o i s o n ,  and as  t o  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of
r

ha v i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made by a pur l i e  body which  w i l l  t e beyond 

I s u s p i c i o n  and whose f i n d i n g s  w i l l  be a cc ep t e d  as  i m p a r t i a l  and
Î
i t r u s t w o r t h y .

Very s i n c e r e l y  yo u r s


