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'Monsanto to halt PCB production

Thtpmblemsnﬂlndlobe cmepmdmmnumnaslhe equipment and compoveats to
y gov- industry

ST. LOUIS (AP) —
Industrial Chemicals Oo. will
hald production of PCB in-
sulating fluids next year be-
cause of the public's fear of ad-
}"crISe effects from the chem-
jcal.

Monsanty former and capecitor manufac- the
turers have said they would be
unable to convert to other ma-
terials any earlier.

Monsanto is the enly mamu-
factorer of PCB (poly-
ﬁhlarimud biphenyl). a stable,

will withd com-
pietely from the macket no lat-
cr thar Oct. 31, 1977, said Earle
H. Barbison Jr. °
manager of the firm's specialty
chemicals division.

Harbison said Tuesday the
tarret date would have been
woorer. but elcctrical {rans-

The Environmental Protec-

tion Agency bas found that €0t

PCBs build up in the eaviron-
ment and are thought to cause
reproductive fasilures, gastric
disorders and skin lesions in

mammals.
About 300 m:lllon pounds of

virtually mdesiructibie
chemical have been
into landfills. leaked into “tzr
supplies and allowed to sift into
production sites, the EPA con-
tends.

EPA  Administrater Russell
E. Train praised Monsanto's
decision, urmiﬂg it “a signili-

life mtems including humans.

enmntlndhduh’y

PCB has been blamed as 3
major source of poilution in
New York's Hudson River.
New York State officials and
the General Electric Co.
recently reached agreement for
GE to contribute §3 million to-
ward the cost of clesning PCBs
from lhe Hudson.

The accumulation of PCBS in
walerways, Harbhmsﬂ.l‘b
gered the firm's decision fo

could find their use.
alternate fluids and convert its  Monsanto had earlier gquit

making PCBs for use in car-
benless copy paper, fire resist-
ant hydraulc fluids. heat trans-
fer fluid and plasticizers. .

The chemical is manufac-
tured 3t 3 Mousaniy plant in
Sauget, 1. Twenty jobs will be
eliminated by the decision to
withdraw from the PCB mar-

ket, but 2 company
L workieg in those
would be shified to

positions
oﬂnrwwkatthplam
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