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'/Mf'Deaembar‘é, 1937

Dr+ Ry Plantey
117 bias Rue Hichelet
Alger, :

Dear Doctor Planteyte

I have roceived oarraaponaaneo
through the London office of Ethyl Export Corperation
transmlitting information congerning a workgpan in the
plant of the Compagnie Algerlienne des Peitroles who
appesred to have been intoxiceted in some measure
through lead sbsorption.

I might say at the ontset
that I am somewhat skeptleal of the diagnosis in
this case, and although the symptoms resited 1n your
lstter of Hovember 17th are suggestive, I mm atill
donbtful of the dlagnoals. Moreovef the guantity of
lead reported ss found in this mants urine is withinn””
normal limits as given by methods of avalysia which
we employ. In any osse I gm quite sure that 1f this
man absorbed lead sufficlent o produce the symptoma
deseribed, then he must have handled tetraethyl lead
by methaﬁs which are not in accord with ovur regulations.
If the regulastio:s are ruilowe&, there should e no
exposurs whatever, Aceordingly the prineipsl matter of
importence in relaticn to thle cese has to do with the
care with which the work 4s being carried onts If the
plant is inedequate and 1f the work 13 belng done carce
lessly, it should be checked into and these bad conditions
shou18 be scorrscteds If this is done, and if the man .
wvho was reported ss 11l is now eneireiy wall, and is
willing to work in accordsnce with the regulations,
thers is no reanson, lun my ap&ninn why he should not
be returned to this work. On the other hand, 1f he is
careless and 1f he ip responsible for the use of une e
satisfectory methods of mizing, then he should under no
clrsumahanuaa be permtbtad to sarry on this type of work. ,

- 1 would appreclate it very mudh
if you would look cerefully iadto the manser in which this -
plant is operated so as bo dotarmiuw wheother the work is
being done properly. If 1t 18 not, I wish you would ‘
sdvise me as to the dotalla of the aiffioulty. I should
also like to have you report to me what disposition you
make of this case and whether or not you have germttbed ’
him to return bo hia formar work¢ . , .




cdrdially yours,

RAT118 | Robort A. REN06s Hels
ce My, Possett



