December 19#‘1953;

“Mrs Wm, F, Blank
Purchaslng Agent
- Board..of :Education

Glavsland. Ohlo. B

Dear Sir:

A lettar of. yours addressed to E. I. DuPont

de Nemours and Company concerning the use of leaded
gaasolines has descridbed a somewhat éireultous course,
and has reached my desk because this laboratory has

been concerned with the investigation of the possible:
hagards which might be expected to arise from the use ...
of gasolines containing tetraethyl lead, I am glad to
make reply to your questions,

" The possibility of the absorption of lead
on the part of garage mechanics by reason of the lead
content of gasoline has been carefully Iinvestigated,
The evidence shows that the lead exposure involved
153 s0 slight that 1t can not be measured by any of
the methods which we have employed and which have been
effective in meassuring the lead exposure of psrsons
in dangerous lead trades, In fact there 1s no evidence
that the use of lead In gasoline has increased the oce
cupational hagards of garage mechanics. A sclentifie
" study of this subject 1s now in the hands of the pub=
iishers of the Journal of Industrial Hygiene. I trust
it wlll appear within & reasonable period of times
This article is a deseription of the methods and results
“of “studles which have been carried on over a period of
yearﬂ 1n thia field¢ e

. o Ths United states Public Service carried out
an 1nvestigatian some ‘years ago on this subjlect. In=

- formation as to the result of this investigation can

be obtained from the United States Public Health Service,
and more particularly from Dr. R. R. Sayers who is in
charge of the Inﬂustrial Hygiene Section of the Public
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. I ammnot ramiliar with all the reasons for
tha fallure of leaded gascline to be distributed in
Frence, I am sure, however, that there are a variety
~of reasonsg which have no necessary relation to public
‘hygiene, As a matter of fact, there have heen no
investigations on this gubject in France, and thers has .

boen~aidoeidedftenﬂeneyian the part of the French
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. fficials to acocep . , ral.way the results of -
‘dnvestigations ecarried ou An both Great Britain and
4An the United States. I:was not aware that the French
Wgovernment had forbidden: the use of lesded gasoline,
end in fgct to my best knowledge this 1s not the case,
8o far as I know French offieialdom hes taken no action
on %ha matter one way or: ﬁha other. :

SRR I trmst this uill answer your questions bub
if I can give you any farther information, or if you
~ are ‘Interssted in the detalls; T shall be pleased to .

comply with your wyrther request fcr information.

Very truly yours,

RAK:IS | | . Hobert h. Kohoo, TD.
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