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In the wake of the chemical explosion at the Arkema Inc. plant in Crosby, Pruitt said the EPA has 
given the company another 30 days to provide information about its risk management plan and the 
steps it took when the site flooded and its employees were forced to evacuate, leaving behind 
volatile toxic chemicals that ignited due to lack of power and refrigeration.

The company, in an initial response filed last week, sought a 90-day extension, Pruitt said.

The issue has raised questions about proposed changes to industrial risk management plans, which 
remain under review.

"There have been questions about risk management plans having too much information that would 
actually empower and equip terrorists to come in and hit soft targets," Pruitt said. "So there's a 
balance there."
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In a wide-ranging interview, Pruitt also dismissed concerns about the potential closure of the EPA 
lab in Houston, part of a region that just saw a dozen Superfund sites flood.

Pruitt said the potential closure is part of a nation-wide organization review begun under the Obama 
administration, and that no decision has been made.

"I would not look at that as a decision that's final," he said. "That's a decision that's under review. 
Once we get better information through this process we'll be able to make a more complete decision 
about where regional labs should be located and how they serve the states...

"This is still under review, and very well could stay in Houston," he added.

"The overriding principle is we will have a presence, it will be a meaningful presence, it will be a 
partnership, and it will achieve the outcomes that are important in these areas."
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