i, P,ASO —"This city’s “Smeltertown e
of some 120 families in the shadow of am
merlcan Smelting & Retining Co.. facility,
?aay become one of the mﬂon s ﬁrst "lead po1-
gandixaxberareas” i
That's the iederal-ala label Ma.yor Bert Wit
g is seeking as 35 children are being
eated for lead poisoning and apprehension'
ounts that” the -dimensions m the problem
ay be much lnrger B
The big gquestion in the epmode-—"Where did
lend come from?''--is the maln issue of a
ution suit being heard in an Bl Paso district
xt. Texas and El Paso brought suit against
co charging it with fallure to comply with
iution ordinances. They are asking for com-
e and payment by Asarco of punitive

ties estimated at about $1 million. Testi-
@y in the fourth week of the trial eontinues
Pocus on whether local dead poisoning games.
e the result of mha.l.aﬂon of lead parﬁclw m

{ §ts attorneys have pounded away in the
troom with the argument that the children
3d have been poisoned by eat!ng ps.int cbips;
2oil containing lead :
F¥hile Mayor Wﬂlia.ma isin Wash:lng‘ton m
z federal aid for his Jittery. city, develupo
t8 back home are muitiplying.
The city-county -heaith umit here is propoa ]
{Hng blood sampling of as many as 50,000 chil-
@dren under six years old to determ’ne lead cgn-.
“gentrations. The mayor of Cludad Juarez, Mg;;_—:
, which 'is" contiguous with El Pasc’s south-
@@m city limit, advised El Paso officials 7
wplans for a similar blood-sampling project in
city. In sddition New Mexico, which bot-]
%’giers El Paso in the vicinity of the smelter,
iplans to send a public health team to ¥l Paso
wext week fo determine if atmospheric lead
poncentrations are affecting the MNew Mexico
ower Rio Grande Valley. And the 1).S. Public
ealth Service anncunced it intends to send a
team to E1 Paso next week to begin sampling
*Jead in ¥l Paso’s atmosphere.
#vidence of lead poisoning among children
in the ares mear the smelter came o
it Feb. 18, st before the ppening of the
! involving -Asarco. Tt was disclosed that
od samples of 125 children and adults had
ed up five cases of lead poisoning. Subse-
£y, attomeys Jor :the city and siate have
elled on ‘the smelier’s release of 285 tons of
1 particles emitied each year from iis
oke stacks. Some testimony has also sup-
ted the pontention that local lend poisoning
es have been produced hy hma.lanon of
d. e
Wmtever the wtcmne of the Za.wault odds
ihat-Smeltertown, em'nemly the mource of

eated Hitigation pnd emotional strite, will soon

a ghoat. ﬁelma;ﬁon ‘holising Hag been pro- |

femilien fnvoived w0 the |
o rebun tp poten- |
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