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April 3, 1928 ' Coi
Hr. Be We ‘t?ebb, . 1
Ethyl Gasoline Corp., ‘ Co i

25 Broadway, : e
New York City. ' _ T

My dear lir. Webb:

I take this opport&nity of calling your attention to .
a matt@r which has been brought to my notice by Dr. Grudgington.

Dre. Crudgingtcn has pointed out that at Baltimore and
Baton Rouge (thers may be other points at which the same natter has
risen) the same men who are mixing ETHYL Fluid with ETHYL Gasoline:
are handling Benzol in considerable quantities, It is worth while,
I think, to take mnotlece of this fact for there are certain similari-
ties in the injury brought about by ETHYL Fluid and by Benzol which
would meke it difficult for us to say with certainty that symptoms
or physical signs which might arise were due with certailnty to the
one or to the other of these materials. It does not:-seem likely
that any considerable injury will occur from the handling of Beénzol,
and yet it is 2 matter of general recognition that most men who work
with Benzol do not regard it as an appreciable hazard and are ine
¢lined, therefore, to dilsregard such instructions as are given them
in carrying out- +thelr work: ‘Considering the responsibllities which
the Ethyl Gasoline Corporastion has assumed for the men who are hand-
ling ETHYL Fluid, it does not seem to be good polley to expose these
workmen to two simultaneously occurring hazardw which ‘resemble each
other. I do not suggest that anything drastic be done in this con-
nection, but I think it worth while to call it to your attention,
and I think 1t is further worth while to bring the entire matter to
the atténtion of those responsible in order that. misunderstandings
may not arise. It would certainly be better if we could eliminate
any possible misinterpretation of any signs and symptoms which may be
developed by men handling ETHYL Fluid. You probably know that to -
this end we have insisted that tlhiese men should not be employed in

treating oils and gasolines with "doctor" solution, since this. intro-'_ i}

duces a further lead hazard.

I wish to call your attention also to another matter,
Sometime ago I wrote a letter to iHr. Violette of the Standard 0il
Company of Kentucky in regard to the inadequacy of their mixing -
plants at Port Tampa, Jacksonville and Savannah. Since that time -
certain changes have been made which are Iin the nature of improve-
ments, However, at Port Tampa there 1s still no platform of any
kind, the mixing being done out on the sand. This 1s perfectly
satisfactory for most occasions, but you will understand at once
that in case of a bad spill thers is no satisfactory means of clean-
ing up the area. At Jacksonville there are not proper washing
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facilitles either in the form of bath house or‘waker supply at
the mixing platform. I do not wish to wrilte anothar letter to
Hre Violette about these matters for it is possible that they
have already sterted the machinery for changing thig. I would
1ike very much, however, to have the unsatisfactary:gquality of
' these equipnents pointed out to lr. Harding or whomaver is
responsible for this territory, and to have this matter gone
into carcfMlly »ith the idea of bringing these equipments up
to the full standard of our ether equipments, g

' I am making a survey in the course of the next
few months of all the mixing equipments throughout the country,
and I expect to bring ‘whatever. pressure I can to bear on the
management at any of these points where the equipment iz defle.
clent. At the same time it is worth while for our Efigingering
Staff to know what I have in mind in order that they may glve
whatever assistance 1s necessary.and in order that they may
appreciate fully the necessity for seeing to 1t that, in the ",
future there is no departure of any kind from the strict spirit
of our rules and regulations. It 1§ rather obvious, it seems to
me, that the arrangement of one of these equipments without a:’ i
mixing platform is a fundamental fault. , -

I anm having Mra aiebanthaler, as my represent&tive,
1nspect and make a detailed report to me on the condition of all
mixing points of the Standard 011 of Indlana, I am getting tos
gother, also, data on the condition of their employeécs ‘And thei }
absorption of lead as ccmpared with employees at other: mixing
plants where the conditions are betters I shall be: prepared in
a reasonably short time to bring all these matters systematically
to their attention in an effort to do away with the unsatisfactory
equipments which they are now operating. When I have all this
matter ready and am nrepared to start the ball rollimg, I shall
let you know and shall ask you for §uah assistance ag 1s possible
- in gaining our ends.- _ : o

Very truly yours, L

RAK:EJ
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