Jammary 22, 1937

Dr, Florent Costes
41 Rue Cardinet
Paria ~ 8E
France

Dear Doctor Costes:

e I am very grateful to you

S for your full letter of December 2ith, and I am.
very glad that you feel that you can handle medical
matters in France without any assistance at present,
I gquite agree with you that it is mueh betier for you -
to keep this in your own hands as long as you find it
possible to do so. Youy whole progedure as you have
outlined it in your letter seems to me to be qulte
adequate and qulte satisfactory., Horsover I shall
be very much interested in seeing the published results
of your observations over this period of years.

I have gone cver the recent
article of Desollle and Valentin on the atatus of
the Ethyl Gasolins problem. Although they have paild
undue attention to some of the early results, especlally
those of Flinn, thelr resume on the whole seems quite
fair and adequabe. However I think an article by you
would be a muech mors useful contribdbution to the question
than theirs is,since yours will be the result of obser-
vations made iIn France while their dlscussion was of
neeessity conaerned more with thinga done elsewherea.

o R As te ﬁhe analyaia of 1ead in

urine and tha selection of & person-to do this work,
 there 1s a great deal to be-sald,” In recent years

the methods of lead analysis have. ‘been very greatly
improved, and it 1s now posaible to selest methods

of analysis %ith a high degree of .acouracy. From a

point of view of diagnosis, chemical ‘méthods have

reached an entirely adequate level,” On the other hand .
the present state of knowledge as to the available methods
13 not too gdod in most medical cenbersi I feel quite
cortain that adequats facilitles and personnel can be
found in France. At present, however, I am inclined to
believe that action in this connection should be poste
pened for a time. I say this for the reason that 1t seems
‘NOW - quite csrtaln that a manufactu 1ng plant for tetraethyl
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lead will be constructed within France, and within a
very short time. Thils will either be under the control
of the French government, or more probsbly it will be
operated by some agreement between the Ethyl Export
Corporation and a French chemical manufacturing concern,
Routine lead analyses will have to¢ be done in connection
with plant control methods and I should consider it highly.
desirable to engage for this work some laboratory with
whom we here could work in collaboration, and at lsast
thers should be such contact that the results obtainable
there can be adequately compared with our results, AL
the same time this is done, arrangements can be made to
have lead analyses made in connection with your work.

Ily pevsonal feeling 1s very strong that this should be
done in some one place.

It sesems quite probeble that I
shall have to be in France thils coming summer, and if
so I shall get thelr fairly early and one of my first
Jobs will be to lock Into thils question. Obviously
I shall require your assistance and advice in the matter
but I feel qulite certain we shall be able to work cut a
mechanlsm whereby you can obtain the assistance which you
require, and whereby at the same tine we can obtain results
which we can interpret in relation to our own work, At
that time I can discuss with you your general plans of
approach, and T am sure the work will be Interesting to
you and to me, and useful in the solution of our general
probleme.

If there is anything in your
sitvation which makes this matter more urgent than it
sgems o0 me, I would be glad if you would write me on
receipt of this letter and let me know whether my
suggestion meets with your apnroval._

" with kindest personal regards,
 Cordially yours,.

RAK:.’Ls S Robert A, Kehoe" HeDo
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