
FILE NAME: Newspaper & Magazine Articles (NMA)

DATE: 1959 

DOC#: NMA117

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Wall Street Journal - Technology's Advance 
Boosts On-Job Health Problems for Industry



Technology's Advance Boosts On-Job Health Problems for Industry
BY JERRY E*. BISHOP Staff Reporter o f  THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Wall Street Journal (1889-Citrrent file); Apr 7. 1959; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The Wall Street Journal (1889 -

Technology’s Advancc  
Boosts On-Job Health  
Problems fo r  Industry
Peri ls  Inc lude  P o c k e t  F u e l ,

H.idi.-ition: Scientist L in k s
Sonic C ancer  lo  In d u s t ry

B y J f.r r y  K  B i s h o p
-  ' o  ’* r  I f f  o f  T H E  W a I I S T H E f T .1<-»l RS a j 

T h o  t u t i o n  s  a d v a n c i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  b r i n g *  
i n p  n e w  o n - t h e - j o b  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s

A* the «same tim e , in riu stn -il h e a lth  ex p e rts  
a?** w i l t v in s  a b o u t so m e  h a z a rd s , fro m  tra - 
dJt’"nnl o n  upaxion.«. th a t  m a y  h av e  co n e  un* 
noticed  un til now A C a lifo rn ia  p u b lic  h ea lth  
offic ial y e s te rd a y  re le a s e d  find ings  in d ica tin g  
th a t a s m a ll p a r t  of th e  in c re a s in g  in c id en ce  of 
lung  c a n c e r  in  th e  n a tio n  m a y  s te m  from  
o n  u p a tio n a l en v iro n m e n t.

P r  ¡ je s te r  B res low  o f th e  s ta te ’s B u ie a u  
of t h to n ic  D is e a s e s  s a y s  a  s tu d y  o f so m e 500 
lung c a n c e r  p a t ie n ts  in  C a lifo rn ia  in d ic a te s  th a t 
sm h w o rk e rs  a s  w e ld e rs  an d  o th e r  h a n d le rs  of 
hot m e ta ls :  s te a m f it te r s  w o rk in g  w ith  a sb e s to s . 
>  d , z in c  a n d  c o p p e r  m in e rs , c o m m e rc ia l 
cooks a n d  p a in te rs  m a y  h av e  a  h igher-than*  
n o rm a l in c id en ce  o f th e  d ise a se . T h e  n u m b e r  
of c a se s  th a t  d eve lop  in  th e se  o c c u p a tio n s  is 
e x t ie m e ly  sm a ll, h o w ev e r, h e  a d d s  
E la b o ra te  S a feg u a rd s

N ew er jo b s  c re a te d  by  te ch n o lo g ica l p ro g ­
re s s . a re  b rin g in g  o th e r  h a z a rd s  C hem ica l 
co m p a n ie s  a te  s e tt in g  lip  e la b o ra te  s a fe g u a rd s  
to  p ro te c t wot ’r e r s  a g a in s t  a c c id e n ta l w hiffs  of 
tox ic ro c k e t fuels, an d  a to m ic  e n e rg y  firm s, 
a lre a d y  e x tre m e ly  s a fe ty  conscious b ec au se  of 
ra d ia tio n  h az a rd s , h a v e  b ro u g h t u n d e r  co n tio l 
a  d isea se  re su ltin g  fro m  th e  g ro w in g  u s e  of 
b c ty lh u m , a  m e ta l u sed  in a to m ic  w eap o n s 

“ T h e  in d u s tiy  of the fu tu re , w ith  its  e m p h a ­
s is  on a u to in a i on. e le c tro n ic  and  c h e m ic a l op­
e ra tio n s . an d  n u c le a r  e n e rg y , m a y  in tro d u ce  
n u m e ro u s  physiologic» patho log ic  a n d  psycho , 
logic h e a lth  p io b le m s  S om e of th e se  p io b le m s  
m a y  h av e  m or^  f a r  r e a c h in g  e ffe c ts  th a n  those 
of th e  p a s t .”  say s  D r. H en ry  N D oyle, a s ­
s is ta n t ch ief <*f th e  o cc u p a tio n a l h e a lth  p ro ­
g ra m  of th e  V S P u b lic  H ea lth  S e iv icc

T hese  p ro b le m s, d o c to rs  quickly ex p la in , a re  
no ca u se  fo r  nub ile  a la rm  In m o s t case« , in- 
d u s t iy 's  e x p a n d in g  m e d ica l and  i e sc a i eh fa ­
c ilitie s  a i e  ab le  to  s p o t an d  p r e \ c n i  h ea lth  
h a z a id s  b e fo ie  a  w o rk e i 1« e n d a n g e red

M ost d o c 'n is  a g re e , too A m oncum s a ie  
s a f e r  on th e  job now  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re  “ T hese  
new  p io b le m s  a r e  s p e c ta c u la r  and  a t t r a c t  a t ­
ten tio n : the* a r e  of c o n c e rn , bu t in  te rm s  of 
the  a v e ra g e  in d iv id u a l w o ik e r  com in g  to  h a rm  
th e y  a re  not too m u c h  of m o m e n t.”  s a y s  D r B 
Dixon H olland , s e c r e ta r y  of th e  A m erican  Med- 
lea l A ssocia tion ’s C ouncil on In d u s tr ia l M ed i­
cine.
S p re a d in g  H aza rd s

T h e re 's  no q u es tio n , h ow ever, th a t  the 
n e w e r h a z a rd s  a re  s p re a d in g . In  th e  e a r ly  d ay s  
o f a to m ic  e n e rg y , fo r e x a m p le , only* a  hand fu l 
of p la n ts  an d  la b o ra to r ie s  h ad  to w o rry  abou t 
rad ia tio n  d a n g e rs . Now  a n  e s tim a te d  1.600 com ­
p an ie s  a i e  au th o riz e d  to  u se  rad io iso to p es  fo r 
in d u s tria l p u rp o se s  a n d  h av e  to  u n d e r ta k e  the 
e la b o ta te  p re c a u tio n s  to  g u a id  a g a in s t a c c i­
den tia !  ex p o su re  of th e ir  w o rk e rs  .

O ccu p a tio n a l d is e a se s  long  h a v e  been a  
p rob lem  in  in d u s try , o f co u rse . T h e se  a ilm e n ts , 
w h ich  do no t inc lu d e  o n -the -job  a c c id e n ts , g e n ­
e ra l ly  a t e  su ch  il ln e sse s  a s  sfttn a llo t g ie s  from  
c o n ta c tin g  tox ic  c h e m ic a ls , lu n g  d is e a se s  from  
in h a lin g  h a rm fu l d u s ts  and  po llu ted  a ir , and  
po ison ings su ch  a s  fro m  lead  a n d  ca rb o n  
d ioxide.

An e s tim a te d  50 m illion  w o tk  d a y s  a  y e a r  
n i e lost b e c a u se  of il ln e sse s  of occu p a tio n a l 
o rig in . A. J  H ay es , p re s id e n t of th e  In te rn a ­
tio n a l A ssocia tion  of M ach in is ts , re c e n tly  told 
a  g a th e r in g  o f in d u s tr ia l  m e d ic in e  e x p e rts  a t  
C h tcago . “ A m e ric a n  w o rk e rs  lose a  m in im u m  
of 5420 m illio n  in  w a g e s  e v e ry  y e a r  bec au se  
of o c c u p a tio n a l i l ln e s s e s .”  h e  a s s e r te d , “ and  
th is  do es  n o t in c lu d e  th e  in e v ita b le  lo s se s  in 
p ro d u c tio n  a n d  p ro f i t .”

W hile a  m a jo r  p a r t  o f in d u s try ’s  o u tla y s  fo r 
w o rk m e n ’s  co m p e n sa tio n  a w a rd s  a r c  fo r  on- 
the -job  a c c id e n ts , a  s ig n if ic a n t—a n d  in c re a s in g  
-—a m o u n t a r e  fo r  o cc u p a tio n a l d is e a se s . "C o m ­
p en sa tio n  a w a rd s  fo r  s ilico s is  a lo n e  fa  lung  
d ise a se  c a u se d  b y  y e a r s  o f in h a lin g  d u s t such  
a s  q u a r tz  d u s t)  a r e  p ro b a b ly  m o re  th a n  $10 
m illion  a  y e a r  n o w —a n d  th a t 's  p ro b a b ly  a  
g ro ss  u n d e re s t im a te .”  sa y s  one V S. P ub lic  
H ea lth  S e rv ic e  o ffic ial

T he g ro w in g  a m o u n t of h e a lth  in su ran c e  
co s ts  b e in g  b o rn e  by  co rp o ra tio n s  a lso  is s h a rp ­
en in g  in te re s t  in w a rd in g  off th r e a ts  to 
em p lo y e  h e a lth . H e a lth  in s u ra n c e  p la n s  la s t  
y e a r  sh e lle d  o u t a  r e c o rd  $4.8 b illion  in b en e ­
f its .  a n  in c re a s e  o f 1 4 %  from  1957, E . J .  
F a u lk n e r , p re s id e n t-o f  th e  W oodm 'en A cciden t 
& L ife  Co., s ta te d  a t  th e  C h icago  m e e tin g .

T h e  flood o f  n ew  c h e m ic a ls , now  e s tim a te d  
P le a s e  T u rn  to  P a g e  13, C o lum n l
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Advancing Technology Increases
Industry’s On-Job

Cfmtimumd T r a m  F irst Fs^e
a t 4,009 a e v  compounds a  year, is proving s  
m ajor ptoM en for industrial health experts.

Fbr example. two of the new boron
compounds used in rocket fuels will produce a 
rough, a  tightness of the chest, headache and 
possibly nausea, chills, dizziness and drowsi­
ness. Overexposure could be serious, doctors 
soy. Inhaling beryllium compounds over a 
prolonged period can produce berylliosis, a 
lung disease characterized by chills, fever, 
profuse and a  painful cough.

Only a  relatively tew cases of poisonings 
from such compounds have bothered industrial 
firms, moot of these coming before it was 
realized the compounds were dangerous Once 
spotted, however, companies quickly institute 
safety measures.

Dr. F. J . Weissmiller of the Stromberg- 
Carlson division of General Dynamics recalls 
that another instrument company not long 
ago began using a powerful epoxy resin glue 
to stick component parts together, t l te  work 
required the highly skilled employes to handle 
the glue for a  few moments before it dried 
th e  workers suddenly began breaking out In 
rashes and bums on the hands and around the 
eyes. As a  result, the company had to Insti­
tute the costly procedure of putting rubber 
gloves on the workers and then having them 
stop work for a  half hour every two hours.

When Stromberg-Carlson recently began us­
ing the glue to assemble electronic parts. Dr. 
Weissmiller explains, instruments were devel­
oped to handle the glue without workers* hands 
touching it. ventilating hoods were put In over­
head and a  wash basin was put next to each 
worker. The company has no trouble a t all, 
he says

While to\ic chemicals long have been a prob­
lem -lead  poisoning, for instance, has troubled 
industry for decades—other health problems 
are from new sources

Doctors say there is some question about 
the effects of high-energy radio waves being 
used for radar and other military purposes 
So far, there have been no known deaths or

Health Problems
serious injuries from the waves but it is sus­
pected they may cause such troubles as cata­
racts of the eye. Both industry and the armed 
forces have taken precautions «gainst such a  
possibility. Studies a re  now under way to find 
out if the waves have any long-range hereditary 
effects on humans.

Ironically, the. most dang»toua of the new 
health problems, radiation from the mushroom­
ing atomic energy plants, so far has been one 
of the least damaging, doctors say. Since 1956 
there have been only two or three accidental 
exposures to radiation, including one fatality 
at Los Alamos that made headlines a  iew 
months ago Considering the number of per­
sons working in the field and the hazard in­
volved. doctors say that record is rather re­
markable.

Many firms now call in their medical de­
partments before installing new processes or 
building new plants. “Our medical department 
is tn close liaison with our engineers and is

as regnoah le  for product rehafatftiiy as any­
one.** ssys Dr. Harry Tea brook, m edcal direc­
tor of Syhnassa Electric Products Co. The 
company s pimwaans are working closely with 
the development o€ a  sywhetic mica to de­
termine if the mica dust will post a  health 
problem the workers.

A final indication of the lengths to which 
industry has gone to p ra ted  its workers is 
reflected in the numbers of health experts it 
now employs. Tbe American Medical Asso­
ciation estimates that 5.000 doctors now work

full rime a t plani» and that aiwlliei 10.000 are 
oa cali. In addano«, m s ip a s e t  wiploy aonse 
1.000 industriai h y g ic n if . esperta in concret­
ine; health hazards.
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