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Dr. William J. MeConnell To Retire—

Metropolitan Life Executive An Outstanding Authority

On Occupational Working Hazards; Got Legion Of

Merit From War Department.

e Witham | McConnell. director of
Lhe saiety and o upatioinad headth bue
reau of Metropobtan Liie’s health and
weliabe division and associate medical
direcior of that company, is retring at
the end of the year after Lewng with

Metropolitan 27 years.
In & country which is the interna-

tionat leader tn 1ndustry, which has more
munes, factories and other places where
raw material 13 processed than any other
nation. he 13 regarded 33 an outstanding
authonty on industnal hygiene. Some-
uimes he has been designated as a man
who has dedicated his bfe 1o helping de-
tect, explare and successfully reduce the
hazards of employment The survevs
and studies which he has conducted.
either for ihe Government, the Army's
medical service. private industry or for
Metropolitan Life. together with his
work in relaton to sajery rmeasures
which have been adopted, have been
an umportant {actor «n helping cut down
fatalines caosed by occuparional dis-
eases For instance, his participanon
1n combatting nikicons (dust partcies in
mines and plants which have resulied
in many occupational diseases, some
tatal), 13 widely recognized.

Handling of Explasives ia Mumitiens
Plants

The work of Col. McConnelt as chrei,
industrial hygiene branch. saiety and
security division, Ofrice of Chiei of
Ordnance, was so highly regarded by

the \War Departmenr that le was
awarded the Legion of Merut )
At the direct representative oi the

Surgeon General. Col. McCnnnell was
charged with the development and su-
servision of a comprehensive prugram
to prevent genersl iliness and occupa-
uonal disease and to promote maximum
health and efRciency among avihan em-
ployes engaged ia Ordnance establish-
ments throughout the Unied States.
One of the bigrest problem (as potson-
ing from_handling of expanives, par-
ucularly TNT

In reading the aitation Colonel Croshy
Field, assistant safety director Oftice
Chief of Ordnance said:

"Colone] McConnell's assignment was
oi at impart inasmuck as these ia-
stailatsons were iraught wath dangers of
VaTIOus tOXIC eXpOosuTes requiring con-
stant  suevelllance and control  He
launched into an aggresuve program
with  unusual energy, i10ressglit. per-
ipicacity and comprehension. success-
fully reducing disabling iliness iron:
toxie explosives to aa inugmificant Jevel
thereby insunng full uulization of avails
able power for ammunition production.”

Deep in Number of Fatalitise

During World War [ the U'.S facili-
ties which produced 40% of the mblitary
explosives, used bv the Allies. reported
[y nt:‘o of 210 xlu_xlix'm ior every bithon

Junds o1 explosives manuiactured In
gfnrld Ware Ipl lhed Government.owned,
contractor - onerate plants  prodoced
95% of all U'S manutactured mihears
explosives. and the number of iatalities

wheréd ivr each hilhon poumle of
rrplinives prodoced lid heen run down
1 fivé Colonel Fiekl canunued .

=6t T Lebeved that tlus s the first
targe-scale demonstzatnn of what can
he accomplished n a large indusery of-

United States Puhlic Heaith Service
and later wae itk the Umited Etates
[lurea of Mines where he conducted
mdustnal heahth surveys. research siud-
e~ into the physiological effects of high
temperatures and various  humacditres,

ienngmany sertods heaith and Jent
hazards hy a vigarous andusirial hymene
and sate1y program "

De. McConnell ic the author of a
senes of research stucdies on high 1em-
perature and numerous articles on n-
dustrial healrh suhjects published in the
Rulletin _of the U. Public Health
Service, Caited States Bureau of Mines,
Proceedings of American Hesting and
\'entilating Society and other health
nublications devoted to_industry. Abso
he 13 a contnbutor to Ceeif's Textbook
on  Medicine, Lanza and Goldberg’s
Textbook on Industral Hygiene; and
Conn’y Textbook on Current Therapy

His Carser

Born in Pitusburgh Dr McConnell
attended high school there and then
went to St. Lowis University where he
was gradusted in 1914 with a BS. de-
gree a1 the college and an M.D degree
from its medical school. His mnternship
was £t Allegheny Cieneral Hospital in
Mittshurgh  Recewing a reserve com-
mussionl in the Army Medical Corps he
1w service an the Mexican border in
1918 and thcn heiped ofgamze and be-
came medical officer of the Joth infantry
regiment. .

r. McConnell in 1919 went with the
Industria} Hymrene Department of the

carlon ide aud the relanon of
various dusts 1o sihicosis and tubercu-
tams. While engaged in these stuchies at
the Bureau of Mines expenmentanon
station at Pirtsburgh he was appanted
lecturer in industral hygiene at L'ai-
verssty of Pittshurgh Medical Schonl.
Other_indusiry afRhations of his were
with PlnllddEhn Health Couscil, Gen-
eral Electric Co and Budd Manufactur-

ing Wheel Co.
Studies Comdusted for M &
Dr. McConnell joined Metropolitan

Life in 1929 when Lee K. Franke! was
vice president in charge of the com-
pany's health and welfare operatioas.
His first work, however, was with the
company’s Policyholders Service Buresu.
For the Metropolitan Liie Dr. Mc-
Connell has conducted a number of in-
dustrial hymene invesugations of the
pPiemeer variety. Amang them were the
sivdy of silicosis in the foundry indus-
rrv; of asbestosis (a microscopic dust
which produces an i tory condi
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Corps As a representative uf the Sur.
geon Ceneral lie way asuigned 12 the
saiety division of the cner or Ordnance
1o direct 1the Ordnance hymiene program
He advanced 1hrough the various grades

to colonel. medical corps. and n 1942
was awarded the Lemon of Meru ror
the serwices expiained cearbier n this
article.

Active in Many Organizations

Some activities of Dr McConnell 0
associations of which he 1. or has heen
a member. in part ioliow

Amencan Pubiic Health Association
comumitiee on armospheric comfort and
apprasal of industrial heaith

Amencan Public Health Association
chairman of committee on appeanal of
industrial health services, and commut-
tee on aimosphenc comtor:

Amerncan Sucrety of Heaung and
“entil Enmineers commuttees hav-

of the lungs) in the ashestos industry:
and an inquiry into leather industry
hazards.

When this couniry entered World
War Il De. McConneil obtained a leave
of abseace from Metropolitan Liie and
again  served in the Army Medical
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ing to do with air conditioned spaces

American Standards Astociauon toxie
dusts and ndusirial samration «n man-
ufacturing establishments commrtees

Amerkan Welding  Socierv  Safety
recommendanions and medical advisory
committee

Federal Civit Defense Admumistration”
parf-time congultant ol diviion of spe-
cial weapons

Home Office Safenn Cemmutiee con-
wullant w0 hame athice huthlings divinian
with respect tu empoves c.mplamnty on
hghting, venulaunn  and  posable ex-
(visure to 10x1c suhistances

New York Siate Uepariment of La-
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