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INTRODUCTION
~ Reports of the eccurrance of cancer of the lung im patients with
Ssbesteais have boen ascumulatiag sincs abowt 1935 {Lynch aad Soaith,

Aagrist, Desmeulss ¢t al, Cartisr, %. Merewethor, Keunaway and
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Keanaway, Doll, and sthers). . Accerding te Husper, cu:h cises Row

total abdout a handred, Many of the above tlthtc.:.“t to “ashestsails
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cancar™ of the lung, “&htoﬁuswwm&
twe conditiens. Up to the precent timae, ;nm.umm
bhnboaun:u““hngem-r with &oh-no-u. althsugh & connection

between caacer and mere c:pom te amm has boo. hlctrot.. Pub~ &0
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INOUESTIMAL MVELENE FOUNCGATION OF AEINC.A S,

Mermnorandum...lor the Q. A. M. A, .

a8 its sbjective to prove or dispreve, U peeaible,

" l. Whether there is & relationchip betwean asbestosis
.a-‘hg_g.cng.r.a_ad_ ) '

2. Wiether & relaticaship sxists batween exposure te
. asbestas and luag cascer.

R {2 delleved that perscas having sy ceasideralls axposure te asbestos
should be included im any sindy becanse, svemtually, claims of lamg can-
car ia this greup will wadoubledly be made.

SOURCES OF DNFORKRMATION

”

Mmmvoo_lfotrcbmxr 20, 1956, a prelimisary survey
of petantial seurces of informaiion was made with the help of Dr. Kenneth
'.'&;m:. Maedical Dirsctor af Johas-aaavilis Corporatiea: Dr. FPaal
Cartier, Directse of the Thetferd lndustrial Clinic; aad Mr. Iran Sabouria,
Gucrzxmbtlh-m;’bochbcmuh}n;‘kam Conferences
.;;hrt’romuvoo of the Heanlth médmmrdmw.
mmumd&mtnmmdw&. Tepresentatives
of the Canadian Cancer Society, lsadiag citniciaas ia the fisid, and maay
others indicaitad that considerabie data relaliang to the general popuiatien
of the Pt;vtacc caa be shtained {or purposes of comparisea with the pope-
latisn group uadsr study. Merblilty datag altheugh limisted, is petemcially
availibie frem such seurces as the hospitals in Mantreal aad Quedec city
and sams of the 13 ecancar dotaciion coantars In the Proviacs, Meoerstality
figerse, alee subjoct to cartain limitations, are svailable through the
Mintetry of Healkth's Vital Statistics Department, daaded by Dr. Paul rnmss

.
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&Mly. the varioms catagories of informatiew rslatiag
" e the asbestee -orhra were axplored with Dr. Cartier at Thetiord Mines
And De. qugor as o-sbom-. From these confarsnces, it was appareat .
anmmdumumw-nwum

N

1. Maedical data, includiang serial x-ray examisations of the
chast, extand ever a period af abost 20 years.

2. In Asdestos, it will be possible to obrain, through imsurance
mmoﬂh, hlm“uudhgnoo-‘ and cavseas of death amoag
the tnsured -arhrl.

3. Boqin.h_ia Sherbroek and Arthabasks ssrve maest of the
people in Asbestes, and reucords ia thess institutions should de chetaimadle.

4. TYinally, actopey findinge exist oa moet of the cases of lung

cancar from the Thetford Minas area. °

P RCPCSAL

Otvtouxi. saveral poesibilities exist for a cocnparative statistical
tedy betweoan :hc ub-auo worksrs and sither the gessral populatisn of
hfmdmnmmdﬂuwnﬂnm .

cultural and sthmic charactaristics. Careful csasidovation of the seurces
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S ROUSTINGL WPGIENE POLMMOATYON OF 20aBT0C A, .
Mamerandum...for the L. A. M. A,
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and kind of available information and of its probable rellability im con-
mvmwmunmmugﬂyd
this problem is fessihle and should resuit in statistically valld deductisas.
The details of precedure, including the decision as ts which data shewld
um&u-&ammamw“um
must await mere detailed favestigation. Hewever, & would appear from
smd“w@ahmdmhcwmy
thet & reasamable startiang point would e an lsira-industry stady, sslectiag
& group which entered the aabestos imdustry f(rom 10 te 20 yoars age.
Such a cohort of werkere couid thes be foliewed accerdiag to their subee-
muspooi;nnuhcmaa;uuuzom-dwmhvﬂwd
asbestosis. The precise incidencs of lung cancer ia the cobort weuls be
dstsrmined by detaiied study of the experience of thase varicous roupe as
reflectad in inseraace company records and carefil analysis of the mdieal
and x-ray sxaminations. This method weunld appraximats as nearly zs
poesikia the contrelled cunditions of an actual experiment, aad inforrastien
derived thare{rem should bs of primae importanca. .
The next logical precedure weuld be & comparisen of the sxperi-
sace Amoag asbestos workars as determined by the previous phase and
P‘qhgourﬂMd“thMh‘"lm”‘-
ament thareef, Our preiiminary sheerviiioas weuld siromgly iadicate thas )
this phase would alse be bath foasible and meaningful. R weuild i:aveive de-
WN)“*%{Mumh&mulMMo;

-

) . O+an

e

-




b gV &

- A
T‘ ~ . . -
. !~y - o . - / - .

- S - . o e g TR STE AT PIIL o 0 o s
R t——e e —T .

®ene ®

SEOIB TR, WPBIEIE FOLMBATION B AMETRCA, el

.‘u"m...“r the QcAcqu. . 'y ’.

fa Arthabaska comty and in Moutreal and Quebec city. It weuid alge re-~
quire carefal investigation of the mertality rates daveloped in the alfice
of Dr., Pazret. Lxteasive fadividaal checking of hos i3l recerds and
deaith certificatss and thorough follow-up of ladividusal cases wiuld Be
asceesary.

ommuMQdeMnmu & comparisea
of duia relating to erbidity as® mertality as developed in the [irss twe
stages for ths asbestos werksrs aad the gomeral popelation of Quebec ~ita
stmilar statistics for the Lominicn of Canade and fov the United Statas.
)umwwmmu.armmm United =tatas
weuld be developed duriag the study since they are avallabie through the
pablic health urvte.-. of both comntries. The mort recuct pubklishes f1z.

wrss weuid be wsed and, if necsssary, couid be supplemmented by figares .

LI

in pesevssion of the respective nations] zancer socistics.

The cost o the propesed study will be 20,000 (U, S. currency)
mmmﬂw-mmmdmmmpmm
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