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In April of lasi yoar tie Hines ?op-"Lnert held an Interra-
tional Confercnce on Pnucin-soniosis iun Johannesburg. This wvas doire
in collavoration with thoe misning Lundusiry and al ;o0 the trade unions

and associations waick reproacut thic various brancncb of the indusiry.

Apart {rom the large contingent of South African scientisis, some 00

specially selected experts Irout

5 oiher countries were invited to atiani

and to participaic in ihe conference. | Papers read nuabered 120 cewvering

a large variety of subjects relaling lo the scilentific and other aspoect

of prneusoconicsis and, by and large, Lhe conference is acclaziwmed as

being one of the vest ever neld on this sudbject.:

The proceedings cf ile coaference have now teen bound in g
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r J
tion contains the papers read as well as
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e
scussions which they elicited at the conference.
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. This alternoon, the Presicdent of the confercnce

S5.F. Oosthuizen presented the first c

oy of this publicaticﬁ to Dr.

the Hornourable Carel -de Vet

of the lMinister and Mrs. de

r
important publication. Tre appearance of this publica-
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South Africa can be Ju tifiavly

proud and I wish fo exzress my sincere appreciation to the President,
Prof. §,F. Oostruizen, and his crganising committee who were resporsiti

indusiry for the vnseliish coQoperation winich €

to make this conference rposgible. i also wish to thank Prof. h.A.

Shapiro and the merbers of nis publication committ ee for their contri-
o n

g publication. I

bution towards the completicn of this

belleve that thic is thne rost comnrciiensive scientific manual on pacu-
i

moconiosi te in tre world today. It is a coaplete record

5
of the latest worid wide knowledse on the vexed and important subject
L. . ] .
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y bandsone volume which is now ready for publication. The publica-



of dust-digeascs and I an convinced {hoit 34 wili seorve induvaiui
physicians, moedical instiituilous acnnrea, p“ofesaors and leclarers
at universitiecs and medica training cenires as a ugelful guide and
tc"‘—book for .sany ycaras o came.

ot
The coniarence V- coavaned Lo ailord ﬁs an epportunity to

COmMPHLC QU OWN HEAGWICGE? Wiloe Lunt of otner countrics and to measure

it against Lheirs; to evasuatle il status and quality of our research
and to ascertain whnetiier any susstaciings exisied. Arongist othars,

a particular obdjeclive of the coalcrence was to have a ¢lose look and

tefween asbtestos and carcinoma, i.e.
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to sort out th

a rare lyp2 of lung cancer which 13 alleged to be caesed Ly tho anba-

lation of microscopic Fibrules of antasios. Conuiderable atteniicon
wan devoted to this guestion ali the conferense and, iu view of ihe

he proceedings of the conference will now be distrilLuicd

freely, I consider it necessary ve infoun the punlic properly wuvout

to

W

this mztter and to place thc healinr hazords counected wilh expusury

e - . . tps st s s
¥uch has been written in scientific publications and ia the
(ailiy wress durine e v N B L T S vy e Y T innal ~
a1l Press quring tne Tastl oW Yaur's acduc vae aange (o} 1niazing
ashestos. A Lot ol these reporis were wilitten for thelr sensation
value and wvere designed to promete & public fear for asvestos in uny
form.  Some autrors ramsd ausbeogios the "dealdly dust! and others fore

the asbestos indusiry and even in the population liviang near an asbestos
industry, Even the use of gardzn furniture and comestic equipument con-
taining some ashestos was held to be dangerous. The use of ashesios

.as a binder in tarmac and in brake linings, of cars and trucks was said
v »
to be dangerous and unzcceptlabdle. Bven asbestos cement piping was

o

held to be a health hzzard if uscd in domestic water supply systess,

the lungz can be brought about by the inhalation of ashestos dust and,

a
in an advanced stage, it can cause a disiur the oxygen supuly
n

Ay

to the red blood corpuscles.~ This thicke krnown as asbesionis
G

4s distinct from the Adust-diceass rnGs sis, which is caused,

ar scar in the lung-~tisscu

by silica dust an

[t
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d
This e¢ffcct of silica or ashestos dust or the lungs is known as th
fibrogcnvulc charzcteristic o the dqﬁt and rcsc“rch L s chowa that )
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silica dust is ¢ ol sideraoiy OIS winrogenclic Lian ssbestos dust,

Exposare to smull conceatracions of asbestes dust can lhere-
fore only cause sulficicent Tibtresis to distie b the normal lung functiicne
after wany years. IL Lian deen beid, hawvoev r. that such slight cxposure

to asbegtos dusi can cause c.“uér a5 tane lower respiratory systenm,

a

-

iS5 CUHT coho( ca ihie validity of this Lhicory.

.

but recent research h

There are two Lypos of caicer of ihe lovwer respiratory system,

viz. the well-znown bronchc-goenostiic caacer which is nore common in
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it is extromely rare and Luer:? ware andications of “a greoater incidance

amon;st people exposcd o rolabively low concenirations ol
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i.e. amongst the populatlion living ia the vicinity o

on tire rumbher ¢i hHe

O
sent 1s not available the statisvies below will give some indicaiion of

the incidence of Lais type o carc . In South Africa uecarly all zuses
of mesiothelicmna recogrised Gurin,: .ior past 15 years were noted, ibe
diagnosis having o aen coniroilics 0y a pancl of leading pathologisis.

- .

Ja this vay appreximately 250 cuses of this disease nave been discovered.

in a similar study in the Ynitved ¥Yinglom between 5C0 and 200 casces wer
discovcrod. These figures are very low wvi.en comgureu wvith the anaual
incidence of ordinary living cancer Ia Brivoin..

While all varietics of ssbestos have been held to cause cunc;',
t

available reporis indicate that biue asbestos is more dungerous. Fost

»

of South Africa's blue astestos is mired and milled in the Morfthwesltlcern
Canc Province, but a perccntare cores noncthcléss, f;om.thc Northern
Transvaszl. No case ol mesiotheliowa has, however, been reported amongstc
reople exposcd to asvestos cust in Norinern ;ransvaal only as yct.

If biluce usbestos haa teen trhe causce of the cancer at lecasti 10 occurercoes

of mesiotrelionmu wonld have been cxpocied in the Northnern Transvaal.

This linc of rescarcrn indicates thut asbé

¢
t in the genesis of mesiothelXioma by izporting anotiher carcinogenic clenent
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regareed as meing,.ol lie mosi enlighteoned

ana prozreuuive qaywicre. I wish to

emphuasise thot Iz nol referering to the

gcales of consonaniion keve but to the
administralive and the medical approach to

certificatien for the wurnose of compensation;

b, Since ihe bLirill ¢i the-wining indusiry research
in South Africa has Loen focussed, in ‘the main,
on dust discases and, peirnaps too litile atien-
tion has beoen given fo other discasces comnon
arongst minewsviars and to other facters which

night afiecct their hculth adversely, There

5. Finally, 3t became asundantly clecar from the .
conference trnat the phenomenal indusirial
develonumernt in tha Torudlizc during the pass

-.ncces*ary steps to “discuss tiiis outcome oi the
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